
THE

LETTER FRON A PASTOR.

Dear Children:-

A Congrejational Church in
Massachusetts bas lately been IýubliShIfl
some statistics concerning its history.I
know that figures are often dry reading
and yet how frequentiy they teach goed
lessons.
.The church that we -refer to, hu durixng

eleven -years xecçived 6.55 persong into its
xnembership. What a large nuinber ye

thy .an yoiu tq look at the ages ot
gome of thse thus received. T4vre were
22lhbetween ten and twelve years et age,
22&betWeen thirty au4 forty, and only
30 over fortyyear cf ge.- 'What aleseo
should we. dràw fromn these, facts? ,Are
we net taught that people are mùore like.
ly to becorne cbriste3ls early in life?

Nowr let me give yon a few reïsens
why we sheuld seek Christ when young.

It is said that haif of the human race
die uder fifteen years of age. AbÔuti70 ,OOOpra away by death every day, àiâ,
net less than 35,000 clilidrea every twen-
ty-four heurs. If se many of the young
are being cied away, and life is se un-
certain, theu youth sheuld be on the safe
aide the aide of Christ.

.Childrens hea.rts are easily inipressed.
As yen grow eider they are less tender,
and yeur feelings are net se keen and sen-
sitive. At ene moment you are ýaugh-
ing happyand jeyful, the next bathed ini
tears. ew important then that impresq.
iens be made which shaU be lasting.
There is ne subject se weil fitted te im-:
press yen as religion.

In eld age it is harder te seek Christ
thau iniyeuth. Every year adds strength
te our bu heiirt, ô<md tlxus it is not se
easy te tura te the Savieur. Love cf the
werld grôws -with eu±È groWth, and te
tear fremit causes xnuch pain. Seeka,
change cf heart ere it gain tee fi=m a
hold foi when old your feelings will nbt
be eaaily roused.

When yougrew.eld it is-net'likel.yyeu
wil be more seriouzi. Perhaps net nmany
young people who read this wifl ever

grow old. If yuu de yet m=Y net 1,e
more theughtfui. It le possible te corne
te Christ at the eleventh heur, but wé
are apt te wax werse itnd WVorse. Te turn
over a new leaf is net easyanidiwhy should
you cerne and offer Qed the fag end -of
life. It is far eaaier and better for you toý
be zerieus than when old. 1

Our Savieur when on earth showed
xnueh interest in chidren. Rie blessed
them and 'was always ready te receive
them, Listen te his premise; "I1 lovQ
theni that love.me and~ tIbose tbat seek
me éarly' shMl -nd me. How ms.ny of
the youthful readers cf the Maritine
?resbyterian, love Christ? Hcw xnany
haýve gought Hum? Have yen ail giverv
your hearts te the Saviaur.

"I HA VE N~O NOTRL"

",Mayn't I s*tay, ma'am? l'Il do any.
t)iing yen tell me-cut Weood, go for wat-
er; anddo ail your errands."

Tbie troubled eyes of ths speaker were
filled with tears. It wae a lad that stood
at the outer door pleading with a kindly-
looking weman whô still seemed te doubt
the reaiity cf his good intentions.
The cottage stood by its.tIf on > bieak
moor or what in Scotland weuld bave
been called such. The time was near the
latter end cf September, and a fierce wind
rattled the boughs ef the enly twe, naked
trees near the house, and fied with a ishiv-
ering sjound inte the natrow dooi'way, as
if seeking for warmthat the blazing fire
within. 'Nowandthensasnc'vYfiake toach-
ed with its seft chilî the cheeks cf the list-
ener or whitened'tii. amgry redness cf the
poer boy's benumbedl bands.

The woman wah evidentiy boath te
grant the boy,s request; anid the peculiar
lock 'stamped. upon his features would
havte suggestoëd te any mind an idea cf
depravity far beyond bis years.

Bu irwoman's heart could net rèsist
the sorrow in those large, but byno xneams
handsomne gray eyea.

«'Cerne in< at any rate, till the.good
ma cornes home. There, sit down by


