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cossful i connection with mining in this Provinee
than does Hritish, while @t the same time it is not <o
preiudiced againyg Benish Columbia in this commeetion,
soat wanld seem gomd poliey 10 encoursage inevery
legitinite wan the Turther juvestisent of - \merican
money towards wilizing the enormous mineral wealth
thie Provinee undoubtediy possesses, Camuda is at
the present time abtaining an eftective advertisement
tluoueh the fine mineral display it is making w0 St
Lonis Fxposition, aud British Columbia will, no doult
slure in the substantind benefit that mav reasonably
he expected to resuldt; hut there is no sieed to rest con-
tent with having taken one etfective step in the right
divection, 1T De. Bell’s propasal has not yer been
acted upon, it is to be hoped that no more time will
be lost in careving it out than is absolutely necessary,
We snggest o British Columbian members of the
Domtinion Parliament thar their influcuee and efforts
nuy well he directed towards inducing the Federal
Govermnent 1o act prompthy, it has not alveady
done o, in the divection suggested by the Director of
the Gealogieal Survev, for Dritish Columbia has much
to main and nothing 1o lose by the adoption of such a
course.

We have reccived from the Tnstitution of Mining
Engineers, Fagland, o printed copy of a paper, en-
titledd *"T'he Smielters of British Colmubia,™ by Mr, W,
Denhaim Verschovle, read before the Tustitution at a
general meeting held in London last year. While we
are alwavs glad to tind publicity being given to the
mining and smelting industries of this Province, we
cannot think that the permanent usefulness of the
information afforded is determined chiefly by its ac-
curacy.  Mr. Verschovle's paper is sadly lacking in
this vespeet. Tt appears to be very much an accumu-
lation of selections from matter that has bheen pub-
lished from time 1o time, made without sufficient in-
formation as to its reliability or otherwise to ensure
cevent i general correctuess, To this has been added
some tables of statistics from the veport of the Min-
ister of Mines, and some generalisations  and  not
always accurite conclusions. Tt has not even the
merit of consisteney.  For instance. the introduction
opens with the statement that *Mining in British Col-
umhiz is at present in a rather wnsatisfactory state,”
cte.. while the same paragraph closes with the con-
tradictory statement that *“many of the mines are com-
ing to the front, and the value of the mineral-pro-
duction is expanding every vear at a rapid and satis-
factory rate.”™ Then follows a table from which the
reader gathers this “expansion™ tank the surprising
form of a decrease of S26mo.230 In total value of
praduction in 1902 as compared with that of 1901,
There is no explanation of the fact. well known to us
Pere in Dritish Columbia but not to the great majority
of these in Great Britain to whom Mr, Verschoyle
was conuunicating information supposedly fall and
intelligible. that though the total market value showed
a decrease. the total quaittity of mineral produced did
the reverse. Other inconsistencics and inaccuracics
mar a paper that, in careful hands, might have been
a desided benefit to the Pravince, A few of these will

be mentioned. O page O the Geanby - simelter i
shown 1o have six furnaces: on page 7 the statement
is nade that “The simelter consists of two  double-
decked, steel-jacketed fursaces.”™  Ngam, it is staded
that the Maother Lode mine, near Greenwood, shipped
during the vear 1go2 45000 tons of ore, while as a
matter of fact it shipped 138007 tons, Buat it would
he tedious to follow Mr. Verschovle throngh his many
inaccuracies, so only iwo mwre will be pointed o,
Saild he *The cost of mining (in the Boundary dis-
trict) has heen reduced as low as $1.00 and is a gen-
erally difficult prablem, on account of the large size
of the deposits.”  Our information has been that the
cost of getting out wd loading on the railway cars
the great bullkk of the ore shipped by the Mother Fode
and Geanby mines has been less than §1. per ton,
The other inacenracy referred to is contained in the
following: “Ht secms not unreasonable to assume that,
with competition, coal should he sold at $t.25 and
coke at $2.30 per ton” o this Mr. Verschoyle has
gone one better than Me, W, Blakemore, who was
vadical enough to assert that “cffective competition
would reduce the charge for coal to $1.50 and for
coke to §3. at the ovens, and possible a little lower.”
Mr, Verschoyle's method was, donbtless, a laundable
one in preparing the paper under notice, but, unhesi-
tatingly adinitting this, we cannot but think that he
had far better not have prepared it than have sub-
witted it withont carefnl verification of his statements.
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Sometime Iast March, if we remember aright, the
Nelson Daily News published a letter purported to
have heen written by a Mo O, M. Rosendale, des-
cribing himself as a consulting Metallurgist and Min-
ing Eagineer, of Portland, Oregon, to a Rossland
broker. This letter which had to do with the sale of
t group of mineral claims, contained certain propos-
als which could never have emanated from an honor-
able man of business, and we therefore heartily endor-
sed the view taken of the matter by the Daily News,
who deseribed the letter as a “rascally production”
and the author thereof “a fakir.,” £r. Rosendale now
writes us that having returned to Portland after a
Tengthy absence, his attention has been called for the
first time to the paragraph in respect to him in our
April issue, and concerning which he waxes extrente-
Iv indignant.  We quote: “Tn a few words will say.
that my answer to the unwarranted attack upon my
person, my integrity, and also my veracity will be
forthcoming in the courts of Dritish Columbia. T am
sure that in no other instance has there heen displayed
such disrcgard for established usages among news
papers as has been shown in these articles, originally
appearing in the Nelson paper, and gleefully enlarged
upon by vour article. Necither you or the Nelson pape:
have cven tried to ascertain whether or not the con
tention you presumie to exist were founded on fact-
or not. T supposc any old charge against me, ne
even murder excluded, would have served your pur
poses as well.

“You in British Columbia arc wont to dwell upor
the vellow journal methods across the line. yet
assure vou. not one respectable or if you please ser




