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THE CRITIC:

CITY CHIMES,

The members of the Wonderers Amateur Athletic Ciub hold their semi-
annual meeting on Tacsday evening of this weck. Tho club has beon in
exislonce fur ten years, and the general reputt gives a satiofaclory showing
frum both athletic and finsucinl standpoints, The active memburship at
present nombors 244, a decreass of 25 since the last wuml-annual weeung.
This decroago is accounted fur vie. an unususlly large number Laving loft
thocity and the luss of five mombers by death, The cuwmittes submitting
tho repurt un sputis, expressed segrot thatthe attention given tw fiold and
track spuits is nut what it should be, althuugh a gued «xawp’o in this liue
has boen sot by Mewsrs, Henty, Trocey, Mackintosh, Buwen and uihers fur
the yuunger momwbers to folluw. Thofsir cummittes report a net balauce
of 81,934, Fur this suceossiul tusuit the Wandervis mway woll movo a vute
of thanks to their lady friends, fur vn’y thuse immediately interested know
huw the ladies worked during Faic weuvk, and how indofatigable thoy wero
in theit eflurts to promote the success of the undertakiog to which ithey had
turned their attontivo. For seivices rendered Mea ro. R, P. Greonwoud
and Stewart Wetmoro Lave bren made Lfe mombers. Tho question of
establishing a gy woasium in culibectiva Wik the ciub is under cunsideration,

The Lorne Aquatic Assuciativn held their annual meeting at their club
house on Tuesday evoning. The repuris on the seasun's wutk were vory
satisfactory, and it was dec.ded to hold a regatta noxt summer, The yuang
wen of Halifax have muny oppurtubities to :odu'ge in athleuic oxorcises,
and if thero be any who have nut connected thomsolves with one of vur
atbletic assuciations they would Jdo well tu cunsider the niatter at the cow-
mencemont of the new year.

The concert at Orpheus Hall £ be given inaid of the Royal B'ue Grounds
funds, which unfortunately has had to be twice postponed, was set down
for last evening, and I have no doubt proved all that the most sanguine of
succoes could desire. The names of the ladies and gentleman on the pro-
gramme were guarantees of a highly enjoyable entertainment.
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n

ZERA SEMON'S

That the urchins of our city have p rtivipated in the entertainments
provided by the Baker Opera Company is evidenced by the choerful whistl-
ing of the luilaby chorus from Lrmiuie or the bel.s frum the Chimes of
Normandy and uther catchy airs as the youngsters gu abuut their work or
pay. These operatic perfurmances varied with lus y cries of ¢ Ru-curder,
Echo, Masil * have becume yuite famiiiar during the ear y evening houts,
and no duubt the lit.le folluws, who have many haidships and few pleasutos,
consider the hard-carned cash exchanged for an admissi,n ticket to the
gallery of the Gods as well spent.

That the engagement of the Baker Opera Company is about to close is
s'ncerely tegretted by a very large number of Halifaxians who, during the
past seven weeks, have patronized and enjoyed the excellent porformances
of comic opera which have been given in tho Academy of Music. The operas
havs been wis -y selected and bave given much satisfaction to our theatre
goers. Throughout the season the company have not payed to any but
large audiences, 1ncluding always 8 goodly representation of the *“four hun-
dred.’ Of courso in reference to the manner of presenting the plays, ason
every subject under the sun, opinions have differed, and this week, in con-
sequence of a letter contnbuted to Saturday evening's Aail, several persons
have seon fit to give the pub.ic the benefit of their views on the mode of
dressing adopted by the ladies of the Baker Upera Company. Wheiher
those who strongly object to the scant gowns and betighted imbs of the fair
ones, and cleim that the conscientious woran must b.ush to behold the lack
of modesty shown by her sister women, or those who con-ider the ¢ chorus
girls ” of the compsny have simply dressed according to the requiroments of
the opers put on, have nght on the'r side I am not goiog to attempt to
discuss, perhaps there may bs much worthy of consideration on both sides of
the case, but certainly the controversy has not lessened the popularity of
tho performances 1n the elightest degroe. One fact is indisputable, namely,
that any one who does not approve of comic opera and the habuiments per-
tamning thereto 18 at perfect Iiberty to seok amusement in some other form,
and to discountenance what he or she believes to be wrong by conspicuous
abgence. The succoss of the operas this week have been but an appropriate
closing of a remarkaby successful scasom, snd for the fature Manager
Bakor is justified in anticipating a hearty welcome in Ha ifax. This even-
ing tho ** Bohemian Gir! " is on the bill, and 5 morrow afternoon “Nanon **
will be given. To morrow evening at the grand comp'imentsry benefit to
Misses Dickeson and Murpby tho ** Black Hussar,” with the band of the
Leicesteishire Regiment, will bo played, and it is almost a cortainty tha:
standing room will be quite unavailable ere the hour arrives for the curtain
to rise. Tho untiring offosts to please and the faithful and satisfac ory work
of tho Baker Dpora Company wiil long be remembered by the thoussnds
who bave attended the Academy during the last fow weeks.

November passed out as it came in, wet, dreary and chill, and now we
have cume to the last month of the year. Decomber has slways beon charac-
terized as the  month of suow and ice and mirth,” but of late years, whilo
wo may have bad plonty of misth, the snow and tho ice have been lacking,
and rain and mud seom quito as probable on Christmas Day as frost and
snow. However, this month has only just begun, and thero is no tslling
what kind of weathor we may experietce ore it onds. Should the comot
chanco to run up against our littlo earth we might have worsa things to con-
tend with than & season of rain,

It is hold by somo good people that it is not only extremoly foolich but
an actusl sin tu teach the children tu bolievo in the reality of Saota Claus
ond his wutks. Theso wurthy people may bo right in their logic that, this
Luing a pure fabrication, we are duing wrung in encoutagiog the innucents
10 vul caio t put their faith in the myth, and aresowing sceds of deception,
but whe among us would give up the memurios of the yoars when Santa
Claus was tu bim a vory dowr reaaty. I romomber well the shock to my
fuith 10 the world in goneral whon an older playmate infurmed me that
Sunte wos not, and Laving sppusied to the hwwo circlo I revoived a confoss
1on that nu such persun * roally and tru’y “ lived. It isa yuestion perhaps
whother tho pleasure detived frum the implicit faith placed in Santa’s ex-
istouco mute thaa ropnys fur the intenss dis.ppuintmoat experienced when
tho child discuvors thoilluson , Lut us the knuwledye g-oerally cumes whon
vthor suterosts aro crowding in, and bub, houd's days are gladly left bahind
by the cager Littlo traveller on life's highway, I cannot think it wrung of
us hnug tho babics’ uluukiuo'd up vl Chitistiuas Evo and send them off to
drvsmland to dream of coming dolights. Qoo of the lardest guestiune to
answor, when inguisitive Little minds ars wonderiog this and that, is why
dues Sania Claus uut give oot hittlobuys and girls what they wish for §
Poor litt'o souls, it is very fow of their wishes that are granted them, and it
13 a Lard heart who can caroloss'y think of tho disappuinted children who on
Chrnistwas morning fiud no Christmas Cheer.  The familics who have plenty
and to spare wale find it ono of the Lest payiag investments they can make
tw gladdou sutme des.itute hvme on the gind Chitistmas Jay, and thuse amung
us who fuel wo bave nuthiog tu give will by surprised to know how little it
tahes tu mako a puor child bappy. Thoe sight of a 8ad face made bright or
the knowledge of a cheerless home made happior will bring full recompense
for any sacrifico wo may make.

While passiog one of our public schools the other day, I was favorably
struck with the music of childish vo-ces singing a simple litt'e soig. The
harmony was far from porfect, but the effuet produced was very pleasing.
The value of the study of music in the public schools cinnot, I think, be
too highly estimated,especially in the primary and intermediate departments,
Rougu and ofttimes uamanageable beys grow gentle under the influence of
mausic, and restless pupils aro at once quiet when the teacher says —** wa'll
sing.” Ths New York School Journal speaks of thissubject as fo'lows :—
* The stady of music elevales and ennobles, and therofors tonds to briag
oub the finer yaalities of the child’s natare. Sioging !0 him is a3 natural as
itis tu eat. Eut bio mnst to iive, sing he mast to give vent to his juys and
sorruws. Music as a magnet Lay not vn'y puwer t) attract ths child, bat
has puwer tu reach vut intu infinite space and carry along all that it c.mes
in cuutact with. In many of our pablic schools mus ¢ is a new plant. In
othors it has not yet boen planted. While in others it bas taken root and
has growt with grest luxuciance.” The aim of overy trus elacator is to
bring out the b.st that is in the children, ani teachors who have tried tho
effect of music, even though the voices be totally uncultured and tho tones
ofttimos oxceeding harsh, testify that the time empluged in singing lessons
has been well spent.

Much to the regret of their laly friends the North British Society
decided to co obrate the one hundred and twenty-fourth anniversary of St.
Andrew's Day bya good old f shioned inner, instead of the coaversazione
which has been he d on the last two anniversaries. On Wednesday even-
ing the Sc.ts who have their homes in this capita! of New Scotland, donned
their best bib and tucker, and with their frionds gathered at the Halifax
Hotel, where the tables were laid for a bounteous repast. The company
numbered about one hundred and thirty. Af or fully enjoying the good
things provided, telogr.ms of greoting from Sister Societies in Vancouver,
Quebec, S:. John, Montreal, Boston, and Ottawa, wo-o read. The various
toasts of the ovening were then prposod, and each having been happily
responded to, was followed by a Scottish song. The evening, which hid
been vory enjoyable, was brought to a ¢ oso by the singing of *“ Gocd Nicht
and joy be wi' ye o’," and * Aw'd Lang Syne.”

I notice by Mr. R. D. Clark s advortisoment that Halifax peopla are io
have an, opportunity of securing some more of tho boautiful Japanese arti-
cles which wore 80 popu’ar some two or three winters ago, and which make
sach accoptable Christmas gifts. Tho dainty tables, beautiful screens, ote.,
otc., Lave adornad many homoe:, and housckeopers and lovers of artistio
furnishings will do well to have a peop atthese goods when they srrive.

Cnirs.

CAMBRIDGE HOUSE SCHOOL.

30 Salter Street, Halifax, N. S.

Term Commences September 2nd.
STAFF. i
Hean Master:—Mg. H. A, Braoronp,

M. A. (Cambridgo)
ResivesT Assurasts. - Ma G W. Avkioy, |

B. A, (Cambridge).

Mr. P. B, MzLush, B. A. (Oxford).
FaexcH ; ~2ONSIEUR BaLvaL. For list of succosses, terms and other
GxR¥AN :—HERB VON DE GROZDEN I particulars apply to the Head Mastor.

Applications for aext term stould b2 mede at once &5 there are but few vatancles

Senior pupils prepared for public exami-
ﬁtiom and prulcasions, or for Commercial
ife,

A OPECIAL JUNIOB CLADS OF BOYS UNDER
is nowly orgauized, under tho utrect super
| vision of tho head-mastor.




