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Jho unhappy mwan who had boen turned away from that samo entrance
siched hoavily and went away down tho sunny street, hanging his head.
Ho told himself that it would be only a fool or & madman who could pres
tend to misunderstand so piain a refusal as this, -

Porhaps it was meant kindly, he thought, aud gr - ¢? 2t the thought,

Mirg Bracegirdle was no coquette, and did uut cato to have men offer
her their Jove when she had no intention of aceeptingil. I was so
deeperatoly cnomoured of hor that ho busied himself in trying to seo this
cruol cut as a kind deed. Ilis hopes weio gone, but ho could not bear se
suddenly to loso hi+ idol. )

He determined ho would not worry her by his unweleome presence
whora she could not easily avoid him, nor permit hunseit to he | nchead at
by his successful rival. So he exeused himeelf from certain cogagements at
houses where he knew he should weet her.

cards instead. .
¢ Mommn,” said Miss Bracegirdle ove day, “ doesn't it seem odd thit

for threo weeks Captain Forte-cue has not cnlled 1"

“ It does,” ssid Mrs. Bracegirdle, ® nnd yet, when 1 como to think of 1t,
wo havo not met him out anywhere, cither.  1le must be ill, or more likely
he has gone out of town. o will call when he cumes back.”

This she said, n«ting that her daughter looked a little palo and ont of
sorts  But, secrotly, sho was uneary hereelf,

Captain Fortescuo had showed sigps of boing #o hot a wooer that it
seemed very improbable he would leave tuwn without a word to them, At
tne next opportunity sbe quicty nwmde somo inquiries about him, and
learned that Captain Furtescue was neither ill nor out of town.

This wss bad news indeed ; fur Mrs. Bracegirdlo knoew well that her
daughter’s heart was eericucly touched ; and, as Ceptain Furfescue was
perfectly ¢ oligible,” all had prowised fairly.

Now that fair promise was destroyed. Thero was nothing to be done,
except try by other distractions to eraso the impression which Captaju
Fortoscuo had made.

Mrs Bracegirdle davoted herself to Ler daughter more tenderly than
ever, and the girl understood her.

Amid all the gaiety and the many engagements which came with every
day, there was a melsncholy about the houre which had never been there
before. It was imposeible for them to bauish it altogether. Even Muster
Harry, a cheerful youth of about fuurleen, hecamo awaro of it at last, and
declared his sistor was not half &0 jully as she used to bo.

One day, when his mother and sister were taking a quiet balf hour
before dressiug for dinner, he came into the apartmont carrying an umbrolla,

¢ I say, mother, this umbrolla has been in the house for a month. The
fellow it belonged to bas forgotten all about it, I expect ; don't you think I
might have it "

* Ian't it your's 1" said Mrs. Bracegirdle.
ono last year.”

“ Oh, I lost that long sgo,” replied the youth, coolly,'*and I may as
wall have this instead. Iv's like wine, but ever so much sweller., Theros
a nawo engraved on it, but I cuuld have that scratched out,”

“ Lot mo rco tho narma, Harry,” eaid Mrs, Bracegitdle,

She took it and read * Fortescuo.”” An odd fook came over her face
She ssid nothing for a moment, but seemed pluuged in thought ; then rose
and went dowu stairs to the diningvoom. She rang tho bell and the stern-
oyed maid appeared,

“ Eliz:,” ghe said, “ can you remember tho appearance of that young
msn who cama one diy and asked for an umbrella? Mo came twice, I
think you said, ond asked for mo the socond time. Describe himif you can.”

“ Ho wae qnite a gentleman to look at, ma’am,” said Eliza, * but this
sort mostly are. Tall and broad shouldered, and military-luoking, with blue
oyes, very short, fair hsir, and a long, heavy, fair moustache.”

- “That will do, Elizs,”” esid Mrs. Bracegirdle, * you can go.”

Asg soon as Eliza had left tho room, Mrs, Bracegirdle sat down and
wroto a note. Then sho tore it up and wrote another, which was merely
an linformul invitation to Junch the next day. Then sho called Harry duwn
to her.

“ Harry,” she eaid, “ 1 want you to go to Captain Fortescuo’s rooms and

. tako this noto and the umbrella.  See him if you pussible can and try to
explain sbout this uuhappy umbrefls and that stupid Ev-z+.”

Then sho told Harry the story, at which he laughed immensely.

“ Now, you must not laugh, but thivk how you can do the thing nicely,

arry.  You can mapage it adunrably if you choose. It is tvo absurd to put

on paper. And make Captain Fortescue promise to come to lunch, just to
show ho bears no malice.”

Harry put oo bis best manvers, and accomplished his task well, thongh

.. ->ho felt much aggrieved at having to give up the umbrella. Captain Fortes-

;: cue came to Junch, and this time Eliza admitted him, and blushed as she

8:did so, ctc., otc, otc.
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