
THE CRITIC.

MA 1TLAIND'S MYSTERY. h

1 coîildn't 4cŽ\I>iiii then. and decided t'> go aI once amid exî>l.in afuer- alla
wvards. NvI'il 1 illei yuu ail of a usuddeuu i ie exi uîîorning, lthe firbi liiîputl.4e Fa r
%Vas tu gel aw.mly ont of yotur siglît, muid 1 obeyvd it sinilly because of the a r

uîpcsuiexperieuice 1 iîad lucti liîaiing ii!î yntir féllow. cavairylîucn. I sol(
did nutu wn aui h0lave ta zttiswrci quiestions Sec? 1 n'as ashuaîncd of il, but grai
tou i..tc Io tuiri bjck." unig

Perry iiodded. "I 1 understand it-uoiv," lue sait]. set
IW'<.i, %vli 1 n'ani 10a ask is about Sergcauîî Gwyniue. Did yoti nicet rel

luiuî befure ),on gel back 1" serj
X's,-a mile or so ont frot Iue post.", liaîi
Von stoî>pe< and îalkud n'ith hii, didn'i 3'oii?" eon
Vecs,-for several minutes " ans.

'M.-. Cowvau's iîueedle.wvor, luad talIon in lier ]l . She n'as scatt-d tuean ']'l
ilie ivindut', and lîad hecen busîiy sewing. Non' site %v'is looking up, cager %va
auîd iuiteni. ligi

Vo~iu've knowîîi in a long linme, lîaven't 3'oî FI Il
"Ves,-ever since lie joiuuc. ilo's une of tie best sergeants 1 ever

kt,.ew' pe
Il uu n"'îid luau'diy tiik ii guilly of any diehonesty, wvould you ?", n'a

.Nlr, Cown vias risung froni bier chair ; UIc necdie-n'ork luad falieu ta aft'
Ille log>'r. ti

"I islionesty ! Not by a--ood deal V" n'as tlue reffly Iluat bade fair t0
lie cviii muore issiuî'lsive, aund %vis clieckcd Uuîlv iii defenence ta the jureseice ste
oif a %voulait.

Il Wel], nciîiîer ".'ouid 1, froni %u'lat V've seen of liiuu ; and >'et INr. an
Itlaîîiand's st-aI lin-, %vas foiind on1 luiîî lasti uigluî.'

My God !OU course lie coud "ptlain il iii sornie n'ay ?"
Hle cotld',-or svoidn'i. Hie ,iiiii)ly stood tlierç, wuhite as a slieci co

excupî whlere Ili--se bruizecq niade hum greenî and bitue. lie liad denied the hli
clucîge il rtly n'iien accused ; anîd ) et tierc il %vas ini lits chesi. 1 never san' ar
auîy suuin so takeên aback ais Captini Strykecr :lie 531(1 lie ivouuld have sn'orn fin
ta luis in.Ioccence."

««Su wvouuld 1 '- so 1 do, b>' Jupiter ' It's sonie fustl plot !-ii's-" li
Buît lie goi tus, fuiriler. 'l'o )lis nvi amaze, t0 ilue intter bcwildcniîent of k<

Pur. Qmin, Mr.C(.i'at precipitaied heuscîlf iupoli lier pJatient, seizi-d siue lîand il
tilat lay uîe.ircst lier on tlue cou'er!ei, auîd hursi forthi iat lalf-articulate, sob G
binz, indhlinii n'nrds. niiIled iil Lkisses sluouîtenid j.assionately on thi b~
nstovlslied bîand. l

-1 ' 01, Pess lim foi the' ivaids 'Oit, Gad bless yoti, tr ey ta -î

('i, tie fools ! te luunauics '. . A thtief, iuîdeed ' . . l'le idea a~
aif,'r beiing accussd ' . . 0i.,, God 'ulrat ivould luis mothuer iii licaven c
say ta this ? . . As thoutiglî lue laid n.ot bornet fan bau much% alrcady 1 S

1 .I 's luiz <îwi..-luis #,i-» ring, 1 tell 3'ou I locisc slîould wcar il? t
W"huo dire take il frni hlm non'? . . . Oh, tie infaîiiy of il v

ail r
Ili lier wild exciwinu, iii lier iacoscrctut praibe anld lamuentîationî and S

ivraîli and iiidigniaicîu, lier iocc, lier sobs. rang thunougli bue rooni anud out
aligthe broad co-rmudor. E-vr'î ii tiscir amaize Ille m'ao tuen heurd a huurried s

~ p;tprc'ehuig a tmipiuiz lîiîîgpainftil ýieil, yet rapid and imptulsiv'e. 1
4)tuur. a'oedin Iui, covîlîi1)auioîi of itue excliedt w(.11121, î'aid nu ailes) 0
lion ;IPrîuy's c.'axtr eves tt(,' Orainctd tiiuî,ndise dtqt-%ay, Nvhce, the very c
uaz :sî.nî wîil palids fu'aivres and startIts dmiîen, (1.id>s Maiiland sud- a
dptiv nî'-earcd and siend sururing in, îun t'ic sp.-ct.icle of Mrs. Col'an
Lkîsbuîug ar.d srbîgou'r Ierrv's lîaud. A!rcady lie huid div'intd te truth i
anmd sirovc tu waîin tle tc'ar-bliîuded %%c-m. n of hier presence ; but MrsI
Coivaza's excimmnent l'ad incrcased ta tht- verge of hi>steria .site n'as laîtigling
and cryin-, tion by turns, blussing lier soldicn pattent (ut luis failli un Ille
..ccu-rt cl -eîientt. nd tlien l>reaking forth aneu.- un indignant expleîiu'e, il Who
-ire bis ;ccitters ? W ho dire sny tiid t0 lim? - -. ot one is it 10
look himî in tîxe fac-I ' "I'w,-; thc venv ring bis intihler gave Iiiiîn, . .-
hir, Iivi ! hu;-I own .'

.%iii'l ti.Cui the- illctor siized bier anl tîtrncd lier Sn Iuit sie t-i, sec
G!..l-s- ozdy', xvild-ce-d, p' tutîiug, -t2ring, îtttuîîg (orNv.tid frcsîn the

di *r-wav. oie sluari cr>' frout tle Yomiau's; lips, one- ,srintz towvards thue
rtC'aug if lui, zuud( lhe liid c'aughti; gie rl un hi.r iris

Il Uldvs, Gladye. uî:y little jý- ! uîy on'n ti:dtly gil ! lAok up -md tlîank
God ! lJvc tricd tu keup my lîir )ise nnd luis ,îccrtî îuntil lie rceeacd mc.

e %:c bard, u iî'a ailt isclcr~.. - 1 c3i't, 1 cauî'î. Oh, GlIad> s, si'ccî-
htart, y-ntr milihçî's snîiliiig ctin on us tii d.uy. Wlio do yun îitîk bas
conie back to tus, an-] sirc'n. anîd weli anud brav-e? Wholu but your on
bruîbtlcr, youn ow r Anchie, Gladys «"'

x'.I 1f-
Vcs, ces taiuuly vçry frutly.- rsuî. hî's :-nch a ply Ilial Eruglisliîwonien

grinw coarsc iud stout artl rucd tctcd !;u very smon aficr thuy are stiarnîcd."
'l'li qiecakcr "'as 'Mrte Biknap, and lier s4tU voice n'as tturned 10 a uitch oU
alw'osî patlctic tegret. Tht-y 'vere laikiuug of 'Msrs Maitland, whio liad just
becn Iotsc l ber -s.ddle by tire colonel, and nov, tolloired l'y tlue Calitl-
fui Griggs micid -scritud ly Cillîi:uiui rkcr, n'as ruding nway lionieward
alter a bnicf cai i the pr>s. Furî Rossitr, once so bunmdruni an.d placid
and Ilsttilid," zs ilic l..d;cs terniedc il, liad bc-en tae vortex of senisations for
a whlolc it-rrsirbî, nr:d ûne excuuuncit li.d trodden on Ilte licels of anoîher
wuith sucli r.-I'mdity iluiî r.cîieare growing 'vCaly.

lk-rhalis Ille lappiest uuî:tn in garri!ýon n-as Captain Stryker . ie had
rcfuîscd ta believe in the guili of Sergeani Gwynrue wluen Captain W'ayne

e t0 hini to say that there %vcro men in lus troop wvlio olicnly accused
sergeaut of liaving that clîcrishied scal-ring secreted in his chest. Su
Iidcnt was lie ihat he had. gone %vith tic captain and Mr. Farnhami ta the
les and therc told Givynne of the charge against hinm. Gwynne fluslied
y, denied the truth of the story, but liesitatcd îî'lîen askcd if lic would
%v hlis hesi ta bc scarclîed. This was quickly notcd by Wayne and

nîî,and the scarcli %vas insisted silln. Gwvynne tiien said iliere werc
'w items in Vint chest wlîicl lic allewed nue one t0 sec ; lic pledged luis
tier iword that they werc nothing but a piper or two, somne Iittlc photo-

plis, and a book. These lie askcd permnission ta rernuve fîrst ; tlien tlîey
lit search. But Wayne stcrnly refused. The sorgeant turned vcry white,
lus lips, and licsitatcd euhl, unjil bis own captain spolie ; thcn lie sur-
dered bis key. Wayne and Firnhani bcnt over the cliest whlle Ille troop
geant rapidiy turnedl ovcr tlue cloîluing, books, etc., ivitli trembiing
ids. There n'as a littho couipartmeni a aile sidc, in whiclî worc lying,,
~e simili iicms,-a pockcl-cornpass, a pencii.casc, soute keys, a lockol
Ia neck-chnin, aîîd, amiong iheso, soinething w- ippod in issue-paper.

us %vas handed ta Captain Wayne, %vho unrolled tle paper, atid-tbcrc
. a massive sQai.ring. A crest n'as cut in the sarne, anud, taking il t Ille
il, Wayne %vis able ta make out thc iiiotto,-"« Quoidsurelim volo videre."
%%'as the ring Maitiand had lest.
Stryker looked wunderingly ai bits sergeant, who stood there as though
.rified witli aunaze and consternation, paie as death, and unable t0 say a
rd. Asked to explain the matter, he could only shake his head, and,
er a %wluile, hoarscly muutter, I kuion uothing about it. 1 neyer placed
biere."
"iDol you mnean to tell me you neyer saîv il beforc ?" askcd WVayne,

rffly. And Gwynnc %vas sulent.
.. Is tinis thc first lime you ever sa' i t, I say ?" repented the captaiuî

grily.
ciNo, sir: 1 hava seen il before," ivas the answcer.
"T'hen you must have knoivn 'tiwas stolen, and you have connivcd at ils

ncealimeiit," vas Waync's triumphant conclusion ; and on the report of
s olliccîs Colonel lBrainard had no alternative but to order Gwynnes close
rest. Only Strykcr's appeal and guaranîce saved the sergeant froin con.
uenent ini thc guard-bouse.

The Dcxi sensation n'as hIe siglit of Dr. Quin galloping back ta %ic post
ke rnad and bolting unceremouiiously int the coionel's gale. Trhen Stry-
ýr n'as sent for, and tbe tbree officers hcld an excited conversation. Then
le ordcrly ivoni ai a mun over to the quarters, and in five minutes Sergcant
wynnc, crect as ever and drcssed wvitht scrupulous care, tooking anything
ut like a guiity muan, n'as sezn crossing the parade towrards bis coionel's
ouse. The muen swarmed out on the porches as the tidings wcnt froins lp
i p, and sortie of the Irishi troopers in W~ayne's company 'vert: rcmarked
shein,,- oddly excitcd. Just %viat look place during tbat interviewv none

oiuld tell, but in tenl minutes the nei's %vas fly'xng arou d the garrison ihai
ergeaii Gwynne ivas rclcased froi arrest, and in lcss than baif an hour,
a the wond rrnent of ever)body, ha %vas seen riding away toivards D nra-
en with Dr. Quin, and for iwo days more did nul reappear at IRossiter.

But whens the siory flaslhed froni bouse to lîouse about the garrison that
ergeani Gwvynnc n'as flot Sergeant Gw}'nne at nil, but Mr. Archibald
V'yndlham Qitin Maitland, latc of lier Majesty's -th Lancers, and only
turviving son of the invalid on'ner of Dunravens Ranch -,nd other valuable
urolierîfes, the amaze ainounuied ta a] niost stîipef.action. Il nas kuoivrn tint
Ml Mr. 'Maitland ivas lying dcsîîcratcly ivcak and ill the day thai Quins the
cctor carne riding b:ick. Ail mnier of stories werc told tegarding the
fkcitg nature of tic interview in wvhich the long-lost son n'as rcstorcd t0
il., oi-cîjnycd radier, bunt, likc îî:-ost siories, thvcy avere purely thc offspring o!
imaginaîlon, for at thai interview oniy tbrec wrcr present:- Glidys led bier
juosher ta the roonna nd ciosedi the door, whilc good Mrs. Cowan stood
weeping for joy- clown the long corridor, and Dr. Quin blinke bis eyes nd
fusscd and fidgeced and strodc around Pcrry's room avih bis hands in bis
pockcts, cxîuiodung every nion' and iben into suddcn comment on the ron-
tic nature of the situation and tire idiocy of sorne pcople ihiere ai Rossiter.

«J oy docs flot kili," lie saisi: IlMaiiiand %vould have been a dead man by
the end of the wcek: il wili Iive hint a netir ]ease of life."

And hl did. Though thc lhnîe n'as feeble and flickcring, it was fainne3a
by a joy inuterable. Tbe boy whloun tho stricken faîher bclieved bis stub-
born pride -.nd condenînation had driven to despair and suicide n'as resto rcd
ta hinu in tîte prime of manly strcngilh, ail cnderness, ail forgivencss, and
Maitind's whaic licart wenî up in thanksgiving. lie beggcd that ihratiuînd
and Strylkcr wvuud cont ac 10 îji, that lie migbî îhank them for ihcir flith ici
bis son ; lie bide tirec ductar say t0 Pcrry that the moment lic could bc
11(lcd (rosi bis b.-d lie would corne 10 clasp bis hand and bIcss hMr for bztnq
a far better fricnd îo his son tin hie had been a fatthcr.

he sergeanî's reînmn to the pust ivas the signal fora gcecral tîirnout on
the nart of Ille men, ail of whom n'erc curions ta sec hon' hc would ;tppt2.z
non' that luis identity n'as cstablishced. 0f course bis late asaailants could
fiai j')u in thc croiwd tliat tbrongcd about him, but thcy iistened wvitlu eag-
tmness 10 cvcuyilîiing tbat n'as tolid. Iflie was jusi thc sanie as cver," sait!
ail accounîis. lie lîad nover been intimate wiîh any of iluens, but alivay.,
fricndiv anîd k-ind. One îliing wn'e the rounds liko lightning.

, . ou'l bc geiiing your di ch-.Tge non', sergeant," said Mis. Reed, %lht
-.:olublc %vire or Ille leader of the band, "aind taking up your residence ai the
ranch, I suppose. 0f coursec the British minister can gci it for you in a
minute."

INot a bit of it, Mrs. Reed," wuas the lauughing answer. IlI enlisted ta
serre IJncle Sain für rive ycars, aud hc's been too good a friend t0 me to tura
from. 1 shahl serve oui nuy lime v'ith the -th.,

.And the sergeant n'as truc ta lus word. If old Maitiand could bave pre-
vailed, an application for bis son's dischargc wrould have gone to WVashicg'


