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* Londres,
‘*avoud queo jamais J*
“si p1és de ga perte,’
I have given Napoleon's own words, bo
causo they show the true atato of the case,
ou on hoth sides, in n few lines, better than
any other account I have read, and beeauso
it i3 n gamo that might bo played again, und
with advantages in fuvour of the nssailant.

et lous les gens seneés ont

Angloterre n'avait &6
1]

PHE VOLUNTEEK REVIEW,

n8 Nopoleon says, tirent
Britain was congratulating herself thit her
enemy’s naval forces werg seeurely shut up,
and apparently hors de combat, and was lix
g her whole attention on guarding hop
shores from tho immense force nnd flotilla
that had been gradually agsombling imme
diately opposita to thom. The shouts of
that force, on the sppearance of tleir Em-

1t was quite true,

It was not carried out precisely as Na-
poleon describesit, Lut tho iden wasg sufli-
ciently adheied to ns to confirma bim, by it
success, in tho sugacity of his design, What
@ wonderfuily daring gchemo of naval
strategy 1t was for those days of sailing ves*
sols, 1equiring four months of sea voyaging
in face of nn enemy who had the * domin-
ion of the sex” ut the time. The alarming
boint about it to us now s, that under such
ulmost upossible circumtances, it virtual:
ly succeeded ; tuo British Government was
fully deceived, and the French naval forco
was eventually massed in the Bay of Biscny,
in superior strength to (ho British force
there at the tine.

Future naval wars will probably be ful)
of such stragelic combinations, With
broper pre-arrangements, steam navies can
be assembled from different ports, oneor

verorns if forinetant nction, seen and nlmyost
“leard fiom the English shores, may be smd
to close the first act of the drama of 1805,

The Second Aet,

‘The second act o
two French squadrons fro o their blockaded
boits, ono {rom Rochtort of 6 Jinera under
Admiral Mrssiessy in Junu wry, and one from
Toulon of 11 linets under Admeral Villo*
ueuve in March. ‘The action of the plot nuw
bogins.

Great consternntion of BEnglish govern-
ment busily emploved watching Boulogne,
at this unexpected flig t of 17 French hners
into mid ocean, to reapper nobody kuesr
where. Poerhaps at Alex.nidria, perbapsin
the West ludies, perbupsin the E:st Indies,
perbaps in Ircland ; certainly not in tho
Chiannel: nobody in Evgland appaiently
(except Lord Krith) thought of that posai®

w0 months’ voyage distant, atnn appainted
blice on an appointed day. Part of Na-
poleon’s schieme, wuich he does not allude
10 it in the above wemorandum, gives us an
dea as to the advantages stesm now aftords
towards an invasion of England. e b
to give considerable Intitude to his naval
commander in-chief, Villeneuve, and bis
tinal instructions he oftered him two- or
three alternatives, in case of his being un
able te cirry out the nuain proposal. Qe
of these wzs, to raise the biockade of Brest,
and land the military force there on the
noith coast of Ireland, and immediately
Proceed north of Scotland, raise the block~
ade of Texel, und then £0 on to Boulogne.
Une may presume, from the indications on
the map of the channel I have before men-
tioned, that pat of the Brest expedition
would have lnnded, in tha Briatal Channel,
una part of the Texel expedition on the
casteoast.  And if the nuval woiks at Ant
werp had becn completed as he proposed,
that would probably have been the voint of
departure of n more nowerful expedition to
the cast coast of Eogland.

Ho would not require to construct an
Altwerp now, nor to huild transports ;
there are somo halfa-dozen ports in the
north of Europe which would now supply
werchant steamers largo enough for his
whole Army, and powerful cnough to nssem-
ble from each port at a given distant rende-
vous, and then move together toany point
on the cast coast or west coast of England,
Neither would he have to locate the troops
tor the expedition at the ports of depar-
ture; if the military stores and provisions
are embarked beforehand, the men, and

bility,

The Lochefort tquadion was fitst benrd of
in tho West lodies; Admival Lord Cochrane
with six livers vas immediately sent in pue-
suit; but the whereabouts of the Toulon
¢quadron was a wmost slarming puzzle to the
British Government. The natural supposi-
tion was that it had gone to unite with the

other squadron; but with an enemy hike
Napoleon anything was possible. Egyptand

India beyond it were known to bo stil
looked at with longing eye. Napoleon took
care to foster the alarm ho had ealeulated
on; ho massed an army at Tirentum
South Utaly, and got Spanish vessels moved,
as if for a fresh Egyptian expedition : Je
published falso news of operations by the
Freach in the East Indies and the Ca
nart of Villonauwa's work was to throaten
the British colonies in tno West Indies, and
even to take St. Helena. So that as ho
expressed it himself, Great Britaip would
find herselfl aw.zcked at onco in Asin, Afriea,
aud America: and would thus be compelled
to send her fleets from the shores of LEug-
land to the rescue,

1t is fenrful to think what would have
been tho British anxieties, had the Suez
Canal beeen then.in existance.
land forces of the country wculd hardly
have been enough to stop the man who had
already conquered Egype with 25000 nien,
{rony appearing some day at Bambay,

Then to add to the genersl alarm Nelsoa
with his 10 linets who had bLeen watching
Toulon for tro years, disppeared also -
this was perphaps a greater cause of anxiety
to Napoleon than 1o the- British Govern®

cven the horses, could bo brought by rail
way from the interivr at the ume for the

ment; it was bad cunough to know that
Nelsun was off any port, but not to knaw
where he was at ull, moved even Lhe indae

depaiture. A schemo of ocean strategy
which, in 1505, required - two ye:1s’ prepara-

uon by Napoleon, could now be arranged in |
two months, with

less ditliculty than one on .
land.  What advantages have we grioed |
sinco 1805 to counterbalance these of the !
encmy ?  None on the sea. Wo canuot ex. |
pect o have more energotic commanders,
nor, 1 sl probability,shall we be so powerful
al Sea agamn; and we certainly are not !
likely to have a moro widetawake Ministry, |
But we cando tius, winch will counterbaj -
anco »ll the enemy lias gained,--we can
make lus landingon the coast, and his ad-
vauce from . as dangerous an undertaking ‘
us tho passsge over the sea was formerly.

mitable Emperor. Tho Admiraity would
doublless n their distraction have done
exactly what Napoleon wished ther to do,
dispatch another Fleet aftor Villencuve, if
they bad not been velieved fron: their dis
tress, by vews from Nelson himself; that
alter a month’s fruitless search through the
Mediterranenn, Lo had ascertained 1hut
Villeneare bad picked up 6 Spanish andd 1
French liner at Cadiz, and gono wesiward ;
and that ho was about to follow them So

‘dud our great seaman earn the laareate’s *DiMmsell co

crown of preaise :—

‘* tyshaker of the Baltic and the Ntie,
U savionr of the sfiver coasted Isle.”

pens with the csoipo uf.

po, and |

The whole,
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Inall s eoleul divns, which wera duly
written throughont bis corontion tour, Na.
poleon rlighted the notivny thit evey Nelwon
with tenakivg worn out with two ycars eruis.
ing, would follow ncioss the Atlantic
cighteen fresh ones, Llis caily correspon-
dence with his Minster of Minne vt thas
time, published by Dumas, Lis cloge calenbn.
tions of sl eontinsencices, every mile of the
Wiy 10 tha Weet ludies and brcek, vvery
day Villencuve would re
agreement of thens with the resu't, give one
an insizht into the undation ot lua pawner,
flo had victuala prepated for Villencuve iy
several of the ports whete he might touch
ol s aetarn i and to the exposiaiations of
his dimister, be returned an answer  which
the Butbs wir department might take to
bewt: * This 18 not o time for ridiculous
ceanomy - an sucha war 't only ignorancd,
not o have plenty of provision «, winch keep
s0 weil,”

The <cene now changes to the West In-
dies. Nelson perceived very soon aftor hia
arrival there, by the action” of the PFrench
flect, that theirraturn to LBurepo was imnn
nent 3 and for the first time the reat orign
of all these sea movemonts occmired to
bim. Now in this part of the drama, it
must be allowed thae the French have some
reason to complain, ax they have done, of
the unhandsoms trea mout of thetr cause
by lerture Villeneuve was 55 duys from
Spain to the Weat Indies, Nelson was only
25 dwys; on the retuin voyage, Villeneuve
wos 5 days from the West Indies to Spars,
Nel:on wasonly 56 But the unkindest cut
w.s the vessel that Nelson sent home to
watn the Admiralty of his discovery of the
Mot : it had appaently becn ciptured from
the Ivench, and was, Lk many of their
vesieds, a model aailor, und therefore
selected for this grest international race
across the Atlantic.  The * Carienx ? start-
ed 16 days after Vill:neuve, snd got to
Europe 15 dnys vefors hiw ¢ it was cer’ainly
fard that therr own gerence of fhipbuilding
should b rarde the means of their defeat.
Mars and Minerva had led their favourite
Napaleon trivmpbantly over the teira firma
of Europe, and now sat on the prows of the
French flagship ; Neptuue sulking at the
general ineapactty of the British Government
1o rule the surfacs of his domain, wis ap-
pessed by tho noble sacrifico of his denr con
Nelson, and held on 1o the stern of tha
¥panish liners while be shewed the -+ Crion."
2 head.

Tle Iast scene of this act Les in London.
Tho Fast Lord of the Adwiralty is discover-
ad fast asleep in bgd on the morning of the
Nb July, 1805, worn out no doubt with
watching Boul-gne and wondering what had
becomo of Villeneuve. 1o opened his des
patches in bed with regret <t having to begin
his offici«] day e0 carly ; and tinds ove from
Nelson which had teen lying by his side all
night, informing hin that by the time he
wis reading that leuer, Villeneuve would
probably be enlening the Chaunel with a
forco sufficient to sxeep Cornwallis end:
Xeith vefore him, and terry Napoleon over
1o Dyver. \What an awalie
,ligln of the case, for th

First Lord devoting
{ing Boulogna ! )
¢umo 1bo pluck to meot it ; e theg fad .
there, unwashed, unbreakfagivd, unshaved, *
s Svnt ofl tbe orders to Cacnes;lis to intercept

) Villeneuve if, possiblo; snd, Neptuge re-
Jentog at thig reveillés, which Napolron

uld brlly helievo, Nie. K, Cxlder.

1¥°a8 ni Cape Fahisterre, with Adiners, by

Sbe I Julys.. - e

l ’ " {Co be Tontinued,)
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