256

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

[JUXE 2, 1874,

Cuvalry.

Poterboro’ Camp. ,..Northumberland and
Durham Squadron.
Kingston Camp........Frontenac Troop.
Napanee Camp.........Nnpaneo {roop.
PictonTown,..........Ficton 'Iroop.

Artillery.

Kingston Arlillery Park .Kingston  Fiold
Battery.

Cobourg Drill Shed ......Cobourg Garrison
Battery.

Napanes Camp...........NapineeGarrison
Battery.

Infantry.
Kingston Camp..... el 14th P W, O,
. Rifles,

BelloveCamp. ... ovee. 15th Argyle It,
Infantry.

Poterboro’ Camp....... ..;10‘1_}1 . Rattalion
nhanteg
do Cenaies ..45th do
do vesene...46th do
Kingston Camp..... eoee dTth do
Nupance Camp........ ..48th do
Belleville Camp .........49th do
Peterbore’ Camp. .. .. ... HTth do

By reason of tho change in the orders for
the carrying out the anaual drill this yoar,
and making it optional with corps to per.
form eight day's drill under canvas, or six-
teen days’ drill at their respective head-
quarters ‘*as might bo mnst convenient,”
the iustructions contained in the G, O.. 30th
May, 1873, that forty rounds a man should
ho expended at target practice during the
16 days, could not be be carried outin the
eight days, which latter nearly all the corps
selected ns the most convenient, having
Lereby a shorter time to serve, and double
pay in proportion, The G. 0., JJth May,
gave six days out of the sixteen to rifle in-
struction and target practice, and ten other
days to company and battalion dnll, thus
accounting for overy one of the sixicen
days. The corps which assembled for
cight days only, in camps, gave up one
day fdor coming and one day for
going home, and had only six d.ys left
for every other exercise, And as the G.O.,
23rd June did not curtail the number of
rounds to be fired, but rather insisted upon
the instructions of G. O., 30th YM-y,as to the
drill and exercises being carried out in con
formity with that order, the commanding
officers were manifestly unable to comply
with both orders, and wereobliged to chooso
between drill exercises and riils exercises,
some chose ono and some the other, whilea
fow combined the two, and fired ten or any
number of rounds as they could spare time.
T have therefore not included in my tabular
returns any particulars of target practice,as
it is hinpossible to find a correct figure of
merit from such varied and uncertain dats.
I propose at the conclusion of the year
(30th June, 1874) to call upon all comm.nd
ing officers for an account of the nm-uni-
tion they have received for this yoar's con
suraption, with the delsils of the target
practice,

This may not prove a satisfaclory or re
liable methiod of finding the Lest shot and
the bighest figure of mirit, ss without pro:
por supervision by disinierested paities ap-
pointed for the purpose, the returns may
not bo nltogether correct, but as the firing
of 40 rounds a man has been made the stand
ard on which to judge these ponts through-
out the country, I see no other way at pre
sent of arriving at a correct decision.

I rogret to report the death, on the 20ih
September 113, of Lieut. Colonel Herchmer

tlumilton, lately in command of tho 47th
Frontenno Battalion, His death oceurred
during the timo the 47th Battulion was in
camp, at Kingston. [fis loss will be felt by
thhe County of Frontenne, and by the Militia
Servico of the Dominloy.

"The large camp formed in the vicinity of
Peterborough, on the banks of tho river
Otonabee, composed of certnin Corps of the
6th Brigade Diwvision, under tho commnnd
of Lieut. Col. D'Arcy Boulton, of tho North-:
umberland and Durham Cuvalry, as senior
officer, was very successful,

Camp equipuge was issued to every Corps
applying for it to go into camp, nnd tho
Corps composing the Peterboro’ Camp caus
ed all the equipnge intended for them to be
delibered at Cobourg or Port Hope, whanco
it was conveyed at their own expense, by
private arrangement with transport com-
panies, to the camping ground. Allthis

equipngoe bas not yet been returned to storo
aud it hao Lean seportud that oomno fuwr tentn

and & considerable number of blaukets are
deficient, Although I directed that the
Camp equipment for each Corps should bo
distinctly addressed to the several Comand
ing Oflicers, and the Bills of Lading should
be made out for their signatures on delivery
[ fear the directions were not observed in
such a manner as to fasten the losses upun
particular individuals.

(To be continued.)

ELECI'RIC TORPEDUES.

Mr. N. J. Holmes recently read before a
English society, papers * On Electric Tore
pddoes,” e first spoke of them us a means
of defence in naval and military warfure in
general, and unext as applied to service on
1and io particular. The author held that no
civilzed Government could ignore the im.
purtance of torpedoes in modern warfare:
They ought to render attacks with rifled
guus and armor-plated vessels fuule. There
was a cise in point dating back as far us
December, 1865, Inthe report of the Sec
retary of the United States Nuvy the follow:
ing passage occurs:—* When the United
Stutea fleet attacked and »Hassed the forts
erected fur the sea defencer of Mobile and
Wilmington, mountins togethor nearly 600
guns, muny rifled, and of the heaviest cali:
bra the only vessels lost by the United
States Government in both these attacks-—
and the shore batteries of the Conlederates
solendidly served—were destroyed by elec
tic torpedoes, which always formidable in
harbors and internal waters, have proved
more destructive to our naval vessels than
all other means combined.”” This was at »
time when the torpedosystem was only in its
infuncy, and manipulatad by the Confeder
ate engineers under very possible disadvant
age. Simple in its construction and action,
called upon to expend its power upon the
enemy without reciprocal challenge, the
most powerful monitor or armor-plated sh'p
aver constructed easily falls a prey to its
deadly embrace. At the cost of a few
thousand pounds the strongest ship with its
heavy guns and gullaut crew, litted out at o
cost of hundreds of (housands of pounds,be-
comes comprratively inoperative for the at
tack. Half a dozen men in control of the
torpedo mines can etfectually keep at bay
both an army and n fleet, and at will, should
aither encroich withwa range of their * ares
of destruction,” anwhilate in a few seconds
the advancing foe, who if not totally des:
troyed, will be at legst fatally cripple L.

Another illustrativn from the American
Cival War of the effective power of a well

planned torpedo mine will serve to demon®
strato tho valueof this agent. The import’
ant defenco of the water approach to Rich*
mond was instructed to asingle oleotric
torpedo mino sunk in the channelway of
James river, ‘This mino, of consideriblo
power, was under the control of an officer,
who stutioned on one of the river banks,
watched from the sandpit where he lny con®
cenled tho appioach of the enemy. A single
stnke planted upon the opposite bank serv*
ed to indicate—by the passing vessel being
in u lino with his station and the sluke—~tho
exact moment when she would bo withintho
arexa of destruction.  With the putience of &
spider wutching for its victim, so for thirleen
months did this officer remain waiting for
the opportunity to explode the mine with
effect.  Atlength the Federal fleot, under
command of Commedore Lte, entered the
James rivor, the Commodore's vessel beinyg
the third in tha advancing rank. The fore-
must vessel, carrying seven gune, and man*
ned with a pick crew of 127 men, was allow*
ed to puss over the mine in safety, it being
by arrangement held in reservo tor the Com-
modore’'s ship : when the order having been
passed from the deck of the next vessel,and
audiblo cn thoshore,for her to full back and
drag for torpedo wires, the officer determm-
ed to explode his mine and ** hoist” her us
sheo desended tho stream, The explosion
tool place upon a clear afternoon, and was
witnessed by several persons. Ihe hull of
the vessel was visibly lifted out of the water,
her boilers exploded, the smoke-stacks
carried away, and the crew projeeted into
the air with great velocity; out of the 127
men only three escaped alive. The vessel
was literally blown to atoms, or, using the
American phrase, into * toothpicks.” T'he
awfully sudden and unexpected destruction
of this vessel paralysed the operations of
the Federal fleot for a time, and Richmond
was saved. Commodore Lee, declining to
advance, sunk several of his ships, blocking
up thechanuel-way, This obstructionsfter
wards,on the advance of General Butlcr,gave
rise 10 the cutung ot the * Duch Gap*' Canwl,
now a matter of history.
(To be conuinued.)

The Council of the Royal United Service
Institution having decided that a gald

medal be granted annually for the best
essany on a naval or military subject, to be
determined on, each year, by the council,
have made known the conditions of compe-
tition :~The candidates must be ofhcers
on full pay or balf pay. The essnys shall
be on matters connected with the Army
and Navy, alternately, commencing this
year with a military subject. They must
not exceed thirty two pages of the siz:and
style of the *Journul.’’ They must bo for-
warded to the secretary, on at betore the
Ist December v each year. ‘They must be
strictly anonymous, but o:ch have a motto,
and be accompanied by & reuled envelope
with the motto written on the outside, and
the name of the caudidate inside. Ihey
will be submitted for decision to threo
referens chosen by the council. The suc
ycesstul candudate will bo prescated wuh
jthe medal at the anmversary meeting, and
Ins essay will be priuted i the Journul.
‘The subject for the succeeding year. will be
announced at each anniversary meeting.
The following 18 the sulject tor the essuy to
be rendered on or befure ths 1st December,
1874—~0n the best mode of providing re-
cruits, and forming Reserves. for the
:Biiush Army ; taking into consideration us
| various duties i peace and war.




