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tins year. Thais work cost î,, 1 o or $7.-,527 miore
tlanî tlic iicoaaae, and an carniest effort as tu lie mnade to
raaak'e up thas dcfskît. Rev D r. lienry Van IDyke, w;as tl'e
chic( spokesinan nt the iecti.ng, laver %vluch \Ir. john S.
Kennedy prcsided.

CHRISTMAS THOUQHTS.
fIlI RISTINAS maens Io laami wilo regards it as a churcil

'.festival, tla2 day on which aras ushcred int fle world,
them 1hk(ssed Saviour ind Redeenier. Nay, cren if the day
of ( ha iarth rannot lac exactly fixed, onc day in the year
lae allots for a tlaankful, devout celcbration of flic event.
Fo Ilun tlhe religions is the dominant idca, and the sweetcst

song of thea sacred carols is that of the Evangel
t.Ioiry to (.ad in theo ltighestand en earth peace, googd will toward

ien...
And wlaat higlaer or holier view can he takcen of Christ-

illis tlîaî that litre set forth il Christinas with its religious
associations oughit to bc hel1aful in dceping religions feeling,
anad in rcmninding anew of the everlastisng love ot (od for
anani.

But the truc Charistian celebration of dt Festival is îlot
l'y any means confined to pcrsonal devotion and public
worshilp. Wlaî is good, what is Christlike in man cones to
tie surface in various ways. Thae sunshine of God's grace
will be diffuased. bien and wonmen, expericncing thae love
(ai Criarst in ilacir hecarts will try to conaînunicate it ta others,
and will b'e stimuîated ini dorng so Il) the thoughits of the
Chlristmnas season. Mindfnl of God's goodness, the poor
anad nicedy waill lac restenibercd. Claarity, the loveliest of
the grâce's, as niever more gracions than wlacn sharing the
hioutities of Plrovidetice with those upon whaaaa anisfortutie
lias cast a Charistmnas shadow. Good checer in tlie ninsion
and good (lacer in tac îowîy dwelling -,that is the Christmaas
Illotto.

'llc courtesies of life are quackened at Claristmias.t"nie.
lIn rIis way alouac, werc tiltre no ollier, the advent of thae
happaîy scason would bc propitions. In dais work.a-day
wuild, whal % 'iit rush and bustie, the lioetry is bcing sapped
out of life Christmxas joys, ats sacrcd faaaaily mernories, lts
social friciadslaaps, are a seasonirag tel life's cire and canker.
L onag îaaay at continue to bc so, a buffer betwecn the world

anad tie mind. Clîrist's amission was to wean men from tlîe
worîd-froan %Vorldlancss .anad iaorncly îaleasures are allies of
spiritual je-y. mie ci lt ic former bc cultivatcd as wcll as
thse latter ; and the joy, the sunshane of 'life-how can it lie
butter îîreserved tlain hy ilipairing of wliaî %Vc possess, as
wc caia, ta tlaose fot as fortunâte as ourselves. Wlîeiî thec
Chîristmîas Claines arc ringing forth tlacir nierry îîcals, Ict
our l>ouaaty rcach soaase t'residc whcrc witlîout it Chîristmîas
wo'uîd lie cold aand claccrtcss, but witl is laelp, haappy and
contcnlted.

THE PROHIBITION PLEBISCITE

TrII1i vice af intenîperance n.o )anc wili deny. The
.~failtire of Iaw to chaeck the eval is eqaaally eiet

Nltratl suasion has changcd public ideas, and popular
tate morc than have the pains and penalties af the
,%tatiitc book, or (lie regulations of the Iiccnse system.
'l et mioral suasion lins (ailed ta sIanp out diunkenness
.and ais train of evils, and reformiers have corne ta the
concluasiona, alnltl.% un.inirnogusly, that the only effective
rciedy for onc of thc grcatesi cuîrses of the age, is the
ro~hibition by Iaw of the manufacture, importation or

%.ale lit antoxcating or alcoholic liquors. A\ plank of
the I.;ber.iî platiarani heing to submît a Plebiscite ta thc
people -Ah the D omi'nion ta ascertain the popualar will.
t i% n;aitral that puablic intercst %hoaiîd he dirccted ta sel

imaportant Il Nualject Vie advocaics ol the Illebi%cite
hlave not been idle and their .arguament is Iairly wIl
known. The extrenli.%ts on thec ether side-thc liguor

r Rn eview.
interest-aave not been idle, and taeir influence is beang
feli lit Ottawa and elsewhiere. But a grat body af
moderate opinion on the question exists an Canada one
phase or which [las been lately ventilated by the learned
Principal of Queen's University, Rev. Dr. Grant, in a
couple o! articles contributed to the daily press.
P>rincipal Grant's view will be received svitla the con-
sideratian tel which his patriotism, and keen sense of
thle public wveai euatitlé theni. Having taken sides hae
has challenged criticism, but having on the wliole pre-
sented his case with moderation, and al%".ys with great
skill, those svho differ from him are leit with little roomi
for mere dialectics. Broad issues are raised, and a dis-
cussion, therefore, may ensile, svhich will ha valuable in
reatehiisg intelligent as well as correct conclusions.
lPrincipal Grant's position is clear:

IFor a Dominion, scattered over half a continent,
to try it (ixc., prohibition), especiahly with a bound-.ry
line af thouasands of anales, on the other side of which it
is Iawful to imiport, manufacture aand sal, is an expera-
ment tliat one is ternpted to terin- quixotic."

Againi
IAlter long and earnest consideration I have corne

to the conclusion flhat a Dominion prohibitory law
would lie hurtfnl to the cause af temperance and most
huriful to general public and private rnorality. Believinig
this, it is saarely my duty ta go to the polis and ta vote

IloNo to the qup.stion, "Are you in lavor of prohibi-
tion?

This frank confession will at once place Principal
Grant at the liead of the opposition to the proposed
prohibition legiblation, for none other sviti equial ability
and leadership will ha found battling for the sia fus qjuo.
And, indeed, anti-prohibitionists may well feel elated
over %ucha an avowal as Dr. Grant's froin such a
quarter.

Itefore referring ta the reasons given by Principal
Grant for lais opinions %ie have to enter a protest
agairast his assunaption that mnisters of the Gospel are
not frac agents in this prohibit:,n campaign. 1-is
wsords are

IClergymen in activa work are not free to take any
side but one on bIais question, and therciore, silence on
their part is legitimate. Thrre is hardly ane who has
not in lais congregation parishoners who have suffered,
directly or indirectly, becanse of druîakenness, and to
these, even a Scriptural argument against prohibition
seems a piea for drunkenness or a refusal Io put a stop
t0 its ravages. WVhen that comas from their own
minister it stems ta thcmn lake a blow from the sanctuary "

This is ane of the weakest pieces of writing we can
remember from Principal Grant, wlao seldom Jacks in
force and cogency. Ilis plea will, hoavever, mislead no
one, sa abviously does it carry its own condamnation.
XVe shalt ha surprised, however, if thse imputation it
contains shaîl not ha ohjecbed ta by clergymen in active
work," and ilhe suggestion it canveys, by Ilparishoners
wvho have sufTered.-

Prinicipal (;rant's reasons for the faith that is in laim
:aaay ha sunainioned up tlaus :

(a) :-Canada is about ail right as she is, or lit
Ieast within lier borders a Ilconparatively happy cona-
dition of îlîings " exisis. Yet Il there is liardly one svho
has not in lais cangregatian pari!sîioners who haave
miffered, directly or indirectly, because af druankenness."

É2) ;-Prohi:bition lias been tried and has failed-as-
witness thae Dunkin A\ct, the Scott Act, and tlic laws of
Maine. The prohibitionists arguae against tlîis that
Dominion prohibition would daffer from, the county,
Province, or State prohibition alrendy tried, flot only in
area hait in juarisdiction, the wholc couantry being subject
ta -ne lau', and again Principal Grant cornes ta tiacir
aid ivith the %words . lSo far as; 1 know, the proposai


