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The miracle of Cauan, as it was the firat in time, is also the
groatost in charaoter, noxt to tho raising of Lararns, whion was
His lasy, and whioh exhibited Chriss as the Conqueror of death
and the Prinos of lifs oternat. Tho chango of water into wine was
s proper ohange of an elomentary subatanoce.

This 1mplics oroative power as groat as $hat whioh originated
tho world ; yet with this difference, that as God &$ the beginning
mado all things ond of nothing, Chrisb always oporated upon
existing substances. The daily miracles of nature, the aunua]
change of the rain from heavon into the jaios of the grape, and the
gradual growth of the plants and fraits by tho transmutation of
inorganic matier into organio, are eqaally incomprehensiblos
althoogh by thoir regalar oconrronce, they apposr nataral aud
common $0 us, Christ’s miracles are not, indesd against naturs
and against reason, bnt abovas naturs and above reason.

By ohanging wator into wine, and msnitesting His glory at tho
wedding-feass, Christ sfrack the keynote to our conduot in similar
situations, Wo ahould obangs tho frivolons talk, or * agraeable
nonsonce "’ of sooiety into instructive popular convereation. We
shoald nover conform to the world but cndeavor to transform *
‘We should resone pleasures which are innocent in themselves from
the servico of sin and Satan, and consscrats shem to higher and
nobler ends. Christ kept the good wine to the close of the feast.
This too is significans. Sin gives its bast first—pleasure, riches,
honor ; its woret last—psin, poverty, disgrace, ruin. Christ, on
tho contrary, gives His followers first the cross, the race, the
battle, bus last tho orown, the rest and the glery.

The miracles which our Baviour performed while here upon
earth led many to believe on His divine strength and power, and
as we read and study about them now we too are led to beliove in
His power to * savs to the uttermost.” As He fod the maltitude,
we oertainly learn that Ohrist can supply all our needs both
temporal and spiritnal, it wo alwayslook to Him for health and
strength by continnally partaking of the spiritual Zood tound only
in the **Bread of Life.”” He also gavas sight to tho blind, hoaring
to tho deaf, cleanssd tho lepers, caused the palsied to walk, which
manifested His love and sympathy for tho welfare of Hia follow-
meon by supplying physicsl strength, and caused them to inquirs
alter spiritosl ncods. But if we stand with Him beside the out-
oast leper, and sse Him touch and heal; or we bend over the dead
oan’s bier, and catoh the tones of tho voico that calls Him back;
wo have learned great lessons of His power and love and
sympatby, and oar conosption of Him is alfogether groater
grander, and truer, than bafore,

WHY MIRACLES CEASED.

A gardner, when he trapsplsnteth a troe ont of one ground into
another, before the treo takea root ho sets stays to it, he pooreth
water at thoroot of it daily ; but when it onco taketh root ho
ceaseth to water it any more, and putteth away the atays that ho
ast to uphold it, and suffersth it to grow with the ordinary influence
of the heavens. So tho Lord, in planting of religion, prt to the
help of miracles as helps to atay it ; bat when it was onoe confirmed
aad fastoned, and had taken Geep rooting, He took away such
helps, 5o that as Avgustizo hath it,  he that lookoth for a miracle
is a miraclo himszelf,” for if tho death of Christ wiil not work faith,
all the miracles in thko world will not do it.

The world itsell iz the groatest ol all mirazles. The year, as it
cormes snd goes, is miraculons all through. Do not allow custom
to stale to your mind its infinits variety. It is a mirzcle when
apring and summer awaken all nature to & now life. Every tribe
of living thinge—insects, the swoot song of sammer birds, tho
tenderness and grandear of aky and 30, sunrise and sunaet, the
abyss of ths midnight heavens, tho atars in their solemn coursea—
all ars miracles coming fresh from the infinile abyss of being. If
you would gain the moat out of the year, fill your soul with a ssnse
of these wonders; and rejoice, if you have nothing else Lo be thank-
fal for, for this msjoestic universs and this Divine Prosence, and for
the mystorions lifo within you which God has given.

Ths prosent loreign tour ol the president of the United
Society of the Christisn Endeavor will bear frait in mrny ways
a8 the San Franoisoo Convention. Dr. Clark writes that be has
secured for nusd as a gavel at the Convention the shosmaker's
bammer that was ussd by Wm. Carey befors bo wont az a
missionary to India. This is the contribation o! s prominent
English BEodeavorer. Anothar convention gavel thay Dr. Clark
will bring beme with him is now beicg mads by a Hiadoo society
n India.

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

This dopartmont is conduoted by a member of the General
Assombly’s Committes on Young People’s Rocietica. Correspond
once is invited from all Young People’s Societios, and Prosbyterial
and Synodical Committeo. Address: *Our Young Peoplo,”
Prespyrza.an Review, Drawer 2465, Toronto, Ont.

At the beginning of this year. The Sabbath Bchool Association,
Cooka Church Toroatw, hold tho second written examination an the
International Lessons fur the precoeding year

Not including the Bible Class the iotermediato scholara woro
oxaminod on tho yoar’s lesson and the primary classes on the lezsons
for the last aix months of tho year.

The yuestions werv prepared so that the acholar could give the
answer 1o tho text of the leason to which referenco was made.
The results of the oxaminations for the two years bave been very
gratifyiog to the Auociation and with the aid of tho Jeasie Ketchun
Bequest they were able this year to distribute over forty prizes
among the successfa candidates who took over 50, of the marks
though some took over 80%.

‘Theso prizes togother with handsome Bibles given by Mr James
Alison to four scholars who recited tho whole of tho shorter cate-
chism corectly wore proeented on the occarsion of the Annual Social,

A very plovsant fosture duriog the Social was a presentation by
Mr Einnear on behalf of the members of the Association to Mr.
Thos. Caswell of a beautiful Silver ink staud as an expression of
their rogrot at his having decided to Yecline re election to the offico
of Superintendent, a position which ho had successfully filled for
cight yeare.

Yo hisroply Bt Caswell gavo a ahort account of his conpection
with tho school which extendod over a period of some twenty
cight years. Ho stated that on account of hiz recent clevation to
tho office of Grand Master of the Sons of Temperanco ho found it
necessary to give up for a time some of his other work, and ex.
pressed his thanks to the Associntion for the evident feeling of
good will which existod towards him.

Tho names of those who recited tho Catechisimn correctly wero—
Lizzio Chisholm, Jessio Stronach, Maggio Dickson and Matthew
Clark.

A SCOTCHMAN ON MIRACLES.

¢ Well, ycu may say what you please,” said Smith; “ I, for my
part, cannot belicve that God would first itnpoee laws on npature,
and then go to violate His ownlaws. That would bs the use of
making them if they aro to be 10 readily zet aside?”

] dinpa ken, tir,” said uncle, very reverently, *what God
may do, ~r what Ho winna de; bat 1don't regard a miracloto bo a
violatita o’ i%a laws o' mature, or rather laws o' God, that I ken o',
save tho wicked aciliane 3 wicked men.”

¢ Aud what then,” aaked Smith, ** do yuumakeamiraclo tobe?”

** 1 regard it,” said uncle, ** to bo merely auch an interferenca
w1’ the established conrse o' things as iafallibly shows us the
prosence and the action o' the supernatural power, What o’clock
in it wi’ you, air, if you please?”

¢ Iv's hall past twelve, exactly—~Greenwich time,” repliedSmith.

¢ Well, sir,” said uncle, pulling a huge old time-piece from bhis
pocket, *¢ it’s ono o'olock with me; I gecerally keep my watch a
bittlo forrit (alittle forward). DBut I may haoa apecial reason tho
noo for setting my watch by the railway; and so, ye see, 'm turn-
ing the bands o't around. Noo,wad yo say thatI had violated
tho laws o' & watch?

«True, I have dono what watchdom wi' a' its laws coald ©a
have done for itaclf, but I havo dono viclence to nanc o' its laws.
M7 action 18 unly the interfereace o' a superior intelligence for a
aunitable end, but I bac suspended nao law.  Well, then, inatead o’
tho watch, sy the universe; instead o' moving the hands, say God
actiog worthily o' Himaell, and wo haoa' that I conterd for in a
miracle; thet1s, tho ucquestionable presence of the Almighty hacd
working the divine will. Andif He sces fit to wark micracles, what
can hioder Him? He kas dons it oft=ner than cnce or twicealready:
and who daur say He'll not get Ieave to do it again?”

There are two kinds of discontent, One is from beaeath anu
resulta, if yiclded to, io brocding, laming melanzhaly. The other
is from above, and is & 3ign of God's purpose for cur education. It
ix not for pilgrims and scjournera to be content while there aro
heighta to climb upon the pilgnim way. This was the truth in
Buoyan’s parable of the enchanted yrrund. The sleep ¢f content

msans the sacrifice of opportanity.  Tker fore it is that woask {or
guidanoe rather than for reat. And therclere the antidote for dia-
content 1a action—aclion in the little duties and (aiet micistrua
which ate opsn always and to every coe. I thia wo grow toward
that Likeasas in wbicg alons we shall ba satiafied.



