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The Great Commandment.
Rrv, A, B MacKay, D.D,, Mozt .,

Trxr:—1John I11., 23, 24, -** And thia is His commandment,
that we should belivo in the nnme of Hin Son Jesus Christ, anl
Iove ono another, even
as Ho gave ua com
mandment,  And  he
that keepeth Hin com-
mandinent  abideth m
Hin, and He o lum,
Aud hereby we know
that Heabideth in na,
by the Spirt whaeh He
gme us, '

In thia part of lus
cpistle, John liax heen
msistang very strougly
on the necessity of true
love.  He tellw us that
love 18 the great test
wherely we can know
in what spiritual state
we are. ' We know
that we have passed

Rev. A. B. MaeKay, DD, from death mto lfe,
becanse  we  love the
brothren.  He that loveth not abudeth in death.” (v. 14).  Love 1«
thoe great power for solf vacrifice  ** Hereby know we love beeanse
He lnid down His hfe for ur, and we onghit to lny down onr lives
for the brothren (v 160 Love, wherever it really Yves m the
heart, is ~lwass flowing forth wn kindly xervice, opening the dour of
compassion 8o that we love i deed and in trath (v 18). Love
tho great means of reassuring our hearts before Gud, ** Herveby
shall we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our heart
before Hum ™ v 19),  Thas, John, ke Paal, has exalted love to o
high placo in the Christian hfe.

Now from teachings such as these, so practical and 8o predions,
the natural heart mnght take false comfort and arguc that all that
is required of ua 18 to do what 1< kind and henevolent, and it dlocs
not much matter what we hehieve,  They might say, does not gohn
here endorse the xentiment of the oft guoted eonplet—

‘ For forms of faith let graceless higots fight,
Ho 't be wrong, whose life is in the right.*

Thisis onc of several errors mto winch men have fallen in regard
to the Christian life, and it 18 ane exceeldingly congemal to the men
of this century and of this continent.

Time was when men thonght thst the Christian tfe conmsted of
a bundle of doctrines, and that the sure test of bemg a Christian
was for a man to delight m thoe arderly arrangement of seriptural
truth, in the diseussion and  dissection of knotty thenlugical

oints, in the sepuration of orthodoxy from heterodoxy  ‘These may

e called Doctrinslists, and they are not n numerous cluss to day,
cannot be, because so many professing Christians are gnorant of
their Bibles, and indifferent to the value of sound doctrine

A moro numerous class are the Sacerdotalists, who make the
Christian life tonsist of & bundle of ceremaonies.  They tlank they
maust bo good Christians hecause of their punctilions performance
of all religious rites and ceremonies, attending to fasts and feasts,
times and acasons, in submission to a relizious hierarchy and under
its direction. They are a feverish host, with nnquenchable thaw
for countlees observances, a *“ rage for ceremomals and statisties,”

Then there is another class, whom we may call the Sentimen-
talists. They think they must he Christians hecause of the pleasant
feclings that aro stirred within them when they histen to a tunching
scrmon, or read a pathetic tule, or gaze on a sublime picture, or
listen to a grand oratorio or a sweet servico of praise, With them
tho Christian life 15 resolved mito a bundle of emotions.  That they
are a numerous class1s shown by the way in which somany churches
are striving te win their patronage.

Then there is a fourth clase, whom we may eall the Philanthrop
ists, because they think thev aro good Christinns on account of
their good deeds and kindly benevolences,  Creeds of al) kinds are
to them a matter of small concern.  Relygious views and seripture
doctrines they do not trouble their heads about.  They resolve the
Christian life into a bundle of pnlanthropic actione. ™ *¢ Humamty
is the ono article of their eveed,  Altruism their higheat duty ™
This 15 tho fashionable class around us to.day, and 1t 1s not dithicult
to imagine some membars of tlus class takng false comfort to
themselves from a one sided view of the teaclings of John m tlus
part of his cpistle.

Ho has heen dwelling so much an the necessity of love. in deed
and in trath—that is, of love which finda its practical outtlow
goad deeds, that thoy might con~lude that to be benevolent and
kind is everything. The love of which John speaks it to them
nothing more than natural benevolence  This is an error which is
scducing many around us m these dave, a very plausible and
pleasant error, which harmonizes entirely with what 13 called
¢ thes tolerant age " m which welive ; an age which s never wearied
of repeating, with increasing confidence, that a man s creed 1s of
little consequence, the all impnrtant things are hig decds . that 1t
not our faith but our works : nov what we helievo hut what we do,
which will commend us to God.  Thus it is nothing more than the
modern phase of the old contention hetween justification by faith

and justification by works. Now it i in referenco to theso thing®
that John here gives the great commandment which puts everything
in ita right place.  Notice how Johu concludes his teaching on this
subjact.  After aaying, ** Beloved, if our hearts condemn un not we
have boldneas before God, and whatsoever wo aak we receiveof Him
hecauso wo keep Hia commamtments and do the things that are
pleasing o His sight © (vac 21 205 he adds, ©* And tus is s
commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son JesuaChriat
and love one another esen aw He gave us commandment. © Henwe,
this popular tatk i all wiong. They spesk contenry to the serip
tures who any that all that s required s to do what is right, and
that it does not much matter what we behieve, Not 8o saya the
apoatle.  In order to do what 1s right, it 18 neceasary to belteve.
Fath ts the first step i trte obedience to God a commandments,

Notice well, that Jobin does not sy that the commanmdments are
Faith and Love, but the commandment. The thing God commnnds
is Fathand Love.  Therefore, two things are planly taught,  ‘I'he
Lane of which John npeaks s um-‘mr.:bll- from Fasth,  The Faith of
which Jolin speaks anseparable from Love  The Faith that wnot
accompanied by Love i no Farth  The Love that s not accom

amed by Faith sno Love, You can no more separate Fuath from

L)\ c. and have each o living thing aceeptable to tGod, than you ean
eut a living body i twoand have caclr part alive.  Ho that does
not love i deed and o trath has not Farthe Ho that does not
belteve has not Love. . We many do niaay taanga goud and beneticaal
in themselves, the frait of natural hinduess of heatt, and these may
be very pleaning 1 the sght of man  oll men will priise ug for
them ; bt we cannot do that whieh 1« pleasinggm the sight of God,
cveept we keep ths commandmenta. Lns truth s self.evident.
I our dealings with God 1t will nover do for us to ke our own
terimn with God - to compound with Him, as it were, and make our
attention to one duty an excuse for not attending to another.  1f wo
waould please Him we must do what he commands: and what does
He command * What 1s the commandment which He puts before
amd above all others, wiich He conmders of prinaey anportance,
ecsnential to the ostablishing of a right dation between Hun and
us®  Plas is His commandment that we should behieve w the
nawe of Hin Son Jesus Chast,”

Why should God lay such stress on this commandment ? Why
1818 «o fundamental 7 Becanse God is holy.  He desices onr holi.
ness, and He knows that unly 1w the heeping of this commandment
are we sinners cnabled 1o kesp all the other commandments.
Perfeet abedience, petfect love, the doing of the things that are
pleasrng i God s saght, we all wrapped ap o futh.  The only doar
of entrance mito perfect obedivn e to all God < comamandients s the
doot of fath. Ho Ruows that of we traly Lelievcan His Son Jusus
Chrst, we will love one another aml do the things that are pleasing
s eght,  therefore thicas His great commmudment. And to
this correapond the words of the Saviour. When they asked Him,
CSWhat mnst we do to work the works of God 7™ how id He
amwer?  Build a hwospital, endow achanty, teed the hunge y, elothe
the naked, shelter the auteast 2 Nay, but **Thix 18 the work of
Goid, that ve believe on Him whom He hath sent ™ Facept we do
thus, nothing else that we do ean be plewsing to God ; It we ean do
nothing that will please Hun lllllrl'vlh-lll thtx hes ik what His
lieart 18 set upon, whnt He desires fiest of all from us, that the Son
of Hix love should be the object of our faith.  What a word is this
for tho mnner ' You feel that vau are inno conbition to keeptiod's
commandments 50 as to please Him. Bat here 1y somethung you
can do which will please Hum greatly . Behieve sn the name of Ths
Son Jesus Chust, © He wall be pleased with your k«cpmg of no
other commandment, but [fe wall be pleased wath your keeping of
thi«  You mav be in no carcumstans ey to do any thing else that will
be pleasing iy His sistht, but you are m the very aircumstances to do
that which wall plese Him best, Sumer, tunk of it God achs of
vou 1f vou will do Hum this pleasure, to believo in tt ¢ aame of s
Son. This s His commandment here and now to keep Here 19
the thing pleasing i His sauht, here and now todo.  Without faith
it 18 umpossible to please Hun, but fusth dovs please Hun, 1t pleases
Hun well ; thetefore, believe i the name of His Son Jesus Chinist,

Special stresy s also lmd on this commandment, becanse God 18
loving. It1s His desire to bless us, todousgood. He s no pleasure
in the death of mmthat dieth It s desire tomake us partakers
of the divine nature, to hit us out of darkness mto hght, out of
death inte life: to make us, who are by nature the children of
wrath. m very deed the cluldren of God.  All those blvmmqulc]wml
on farth i Josus Christ. ¢ As many as received Ham to them gave
He the night te become cluldeen of Gad, even to them that heheve
on His name.”

Now, filled with a sense of our great unworthiness, wo sinners
might say : such an honor 13 too great for me ; 1t wonlki be presutnp-
tion for me to lay hold of it. - But waen Tece that God commands
me to believe, lays upon me all the weight of divine authority to
shut e up to futh, and therefore makes my unbelief mv greatest
disobe-hience and rebelhon, all such feelings areswept away. — Surely
there « n be no presmnption i obeying the commanid of Giod.  He
will never find fault with me for doing what He has laid upon meas
my first great duty tovard Him. All the presumption wonld be in
not believing  1t1s not uang a great liberty to hiehieve - §t igrimply
keeping the commandment of God.  Thehberty isall the other way.
You usce a geeat becty when you rcfusc' to believe. Be not dis.
obedient.  Displease not God by t!nbc..ef: rather please Him
by belinving  Oh, hew loving 19 God ' He would shut up you
and me, and all men, to salvation i Cluist by commanding us
thus. If any man 1s not saved, 3t s not beeavse hie has broken all
the ten commandments, but because he has broken this Neow
Testament commandment.

(CoNCLEDED NEXT WEER.)




