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THE ADAPTABILITY 0F WOOL.

The following is a lecture delivered b)y J. WV. Turner
belore the Bradford Textile Society. lie s-aid that the
wool industry wvas now so suîbdîvided tliat thîe manufac-
turer could btiy yarns and go to work uipon tlîem guuîded
by the highcest technxcal education à the spînner, on ilie
other hand, had to be guîded by %vhat was known as-th
rule of thumb.- Cotton, stUc, and flax could be compelled
to take the fornis desirvd by thte mianufac.turer, but %%xool

would inly go its owvn wa> , and requîî cd - liiiioritig."
17liere wvas no sharp dividing fine between the v'artous
classes of wool. Many qualities of ncrîno, for ex\atnple,
coul be made into elther wvoolen cdotx, worsted coatings,
%vorbted stuls, ur tlannel. Leicesier %vool or t-olontiia tro.s
bred, wvhen comhed, procluced a top whîchi was available,
for alinost any purpose except the pr,-duction of wvoolen
goods, whilst the noil, or short wool, obtaîîîed from the
saine process L-oi>Jd oniy be sîsed if-cor(lig to ils fîneneSb,
for the manufacture of fancy woolen goods, flaxînels,
blankets or hosiery. 'Merino wvool, wlhen combed, pro
duced a pr.àportioriately long %,,oul ut lui), suitabile fui theu
manuifacture of the finer grades of wvorsted coatings, cash-
tueries, and Italians, but the noils wvere on!>) availabl for
miaking fine wrolcn-faced cloths, fine flannels, and fille feIt
liats. b. was an oid saying that - You cannot inakie a silk
purse out tàf a sow's ear.' It %,as equally tune that a lustre
Orleans pierc --ould nl Le mîade ui of pute iieriflo wvul,
or worsted ciating out of Lincoln hogg. To takce pure
lustre as an exaniple of the way in whicli wvools cotild be
used, the cluîef sources wcre mohair and aipaca, which
could be supplemented by the wvools of Lmncoln, Yorkshire
and Nottingham. It miust be noted in that cinection
that wvhite and delicate colors were iade out of 'Mohair
and English lustre wvools, whilst blacks, b)rovns, and
mnelanges couild be miade of alpaca, Ilania, or other goals'
hair. Leaving the range of pure lustre, there wvas a large
production uf goods knowvn as demi lustre, made of stuli
wvools as Irish, North, Kent, etc., and colonial crossbreds,
whicli made serges, cords, reps, poplins. '.arîous fancies,
and lastings. Aniongst those mighit buc mtntioned the
coarser kînds of demi-lustre, sutli as Gloucester, Oxford,
Warwîick, and Northamîpton, an1 soinwîînus Devon and
Cornîsh. Thesew~erenianufatttured into caiets, lastings,
braids, and buntings. Next in order camie the mixed
breeds, wvhiclî fornied a very large proportion of tlîe growvth
of the United Kîngdom, i.e., wools whilîi contained iii a
greater or less degree a cross of the St otclî bîlack faccki or
mouintain wools. Those could bc made into alîîîost aîîy
tliug. The pure Ilack-faced usbuall) found its vvay intu
carpets, but tîxe varlouis trosslreds were accu-ted f..: hy
the manufacture of nioreens, daîîîasks, atij il. h ix
ttres. To the saine class belonged tie C'- %~ '. .t% and the
superior classes of Wt.lblh and Iribh iinotnt.îin %%li lu,
wvere fuadc imbt goods of Lt -lutte 'iljl . i. .t.ct 1. Large
quatitiis of the so-called Che% iot goodb, là j%c% et, %C1.C
produced fromn thc crossbired olsof Itist.ttu.t and Btienn:


