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citizens to be runming the sk of bang unable 1o col-
leet therr insurance i the event of a tire The ol
saving: “Penny wise, and poumd foolish ™ applies with
espectal force ter @ man who y order to ~ave a few
cents in the cont of his fire insurance hins o pohey
which s abeolntely worthloss except as an oxhibnt
of fondishness and a0 warnimg to others,
——————
SMALL POLITICAL CLUBS.

The poltioan now a-days who has not a Club
bearing his namie s “not e it;" bis <eat s on the
back benches, 1f he has one at all, but i has nearly
come to pass that a politician without a Club follow-
g has been left standing in the marhet place. The
present «raze for Clubs is no novelts, as i the stormy
davs of 1792-03 and during the chartist agitation in
Fuogland, there a Poltical Clule at alimog
crery wimne <hop or tavern.  In those tmes, how-
France and Great Dritain were seething with
The nightly  harangues  de-
livercd by windy  apitators were a  very  popular
scurce of entertainment, the excitement of which
was spieed by the constant risk of confliet with the
autherittes.  What there is in the present political
situation in Canada to call for wuch a number of
Clubix being established we are unable to discover,
unless it be that the old political parties are heing
in course of dikintegmtion, and <plitting up into
fragments like polvpi, each enjoning an independent
existenee,  One of the attractions of these  Clubs,
which is teading 1o their establishment. s the open-
ings they afford for ambitious vonng politicians to
become  office bearers. Thic aitv will «oon swarm
with Club Precidents, Seeretaries and other officials,
all of whose companions will envy them their honours,
and the more energetic will <tart a new Club in order
to acquire the coveted prominence.

Ac there is no public question of general interest
now under discussion, the debates and proceedings
of these orgamizations must  relate to comparative
trivialities, principally we b livve those inepired by
the great patronage question, or the perconal relations
of political leaders with each other, aml with the
ranty, and with individual niembers of the Club,  As
such discussions will run upon a very low plane, and
rounrd a very narrow circle, they must inevitably have
2 demorahizing tendencey, as they will develop clique-
ism, and lead to a supreme interest being taken in
personalities and i pnvate interests. \When a Gen-
cral Election is approaching these <small Clubs will
prove embarmssing to both parties.  Fach Club will
wish to nominate its candidate, and the power and
the influence of cach party will be frittered away by
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sectivas, divisions and  parrow  jealousies,  “QOur
man” will be the erv, not "Our countn,” ar “our
Citv” still less, the public welfare.  Unless  some

eniinent leader succecds in fusing these Clubs into
one organism, and raising the tone of political lie,
there is every probability of the cffect of such divided
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counsels, and cfforts, as must arise from so
Clubs, bemg to send representatives to Parhiamep
of the ward-politician stamp rather than men iy,
the experience, the abilities and the high characte
requisite for a Member of Parliament or of the Py,
vincial Legislature.  That young men shoul yry,
themselves by study and observation for shanng ¢,
some extent in public life Tur Curextcre  has )
ways advocated, especially those more favoured p,
Providence in material possessions and intelleetyy
gifts. A large Club affords an invaluable lrmmnn
ground by giving the members cxpcncncc in gh,
management of public asscmblies, and in the an o
addressing them,  But small Clubs afford no sye
experience or training.  They only serve to narroy
the mind, to intensify prejudices, to concentrate .
tention upon personalitics.  Consequently, for the:
rcasons and others, these small Clubs are not of ger.
vice to any political party, to any local electorate, 1a
the welfare of the country, or to their individys

members,
B S

INLAND REVENUE STATISTICS A8 EVIDENCES
OF THE PERSONAL HABITS OF CANADIANS

We are not disposed to regard the statistics of b,
Inland Revenue Department in regard to the cog
sumption of exciseable articles as infallible tests of the
people’s habits.  The word “ consumption ™ in the
department’s Report scems misleading if it is i
tended to convey the idea of the actual use of certain
articles by individual consumers. This, however,
is the general impression, from which conclusions are
drawn as to the habits of the people of Canada. Ther
1s one vital factor left out in such conclusions. which
is the relative amount of the stocks held by whole.
salers and retailers at the two periods which are com-
pared. Thus we find that in 1896 there was taken
consumption during the year 2,463,000 gallons of spir-
its, while in 1807 there were 2,907,862 gallons taken
From this the conclusion has been drawn by our con.
temporarics that the people of Canada drank 434-
862 gallons of spirits in 1897 in excess of what the;
drank in 1806, The Official Report gives the con-
sumption of spiris per head in 1896 as 62 parts o
a gallon, divided into 100 parts, and in 1807 as 5
parts. an increase of over 16 per cent.  We decline 4
to regard such a comparison as correct, as the evid:
ence on which it is based is most imperfect, and there
is an entire absence of any proof of such new cond-
tions having arisen as would be likely to increa
the use of spirits as a beverage.  All that the Inland
Revenue figures show is this, in 1896 there were takes
2.463.c00 gallons of spirits out of bond by traden,
and in 1807 they took out 2,907,802 gations. T
extra quantity, we believe, was taken into stock br
saloons, and other liquor dealers, in anticipation o
inciease impor and excise duties, and such mereased
stacks ought not be spoken of as so much increase ;
If we knew what number of galloes



