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a recent appeal case this eminent Judge put the agree-
nment between the Mortgage Insurance Corporation and
one Simpson, w-ho had iusured bis deposit in an Ans-
tralian baik, almost lu words of one syllable, thus:
ciX-ou pay us so mucb a year for five years, and at the
end of five years we will pay you wliat the bank
guarauteed against lias not paid you, and so inucb of
the interest as the bank lias not paid. If, wben cailed
on, the batik could not pay, the company must make
up the deficit." Out of 59 words, Chief Justice
Coleridge used 53 monosyllables in a judgment de-
livered in the Court of Queen's Bencli. The decision
cati be inferred from the way the Court interpreted the
agreement; as the deposit insured was not paid by the
bank when demanded, tlie insuring company were
adjudged liable.

Disstrus SiNcEe railways 'began, no sucb

(Competition. wbolesale disasters ever overtook
tliem as tbose last year, both in the

States and England. In tlie old land tbe roads lost, in
SýOme instances, 5o per cent. of their average freigbt
Owing to the coal miners' strike, but not one became
itisolvent. In the States many of the longest railways
are to-day in bauds of receivers. These financial.
disasters are douibtless to a large exteut owing to ex-
cessive competition cuttiug rates below the line of profit.
The Philadelphia .Press gives the freigbt rates since 1865
as stated in tlie report of the Chicago, Milwaukee &
St., Paul Railway. We give tbem in ten year periods,'
fromi 1865 to 1874, average per ton per mile 3. 10 cents ;
1875 to 1884, 1.83 cents, 1885 to 1893, 1.03 cent. A
drop from 4. 11 cents to I1.03 is a cut Of 7 5 per cent. in
the rate of freiglit per ton per mile. The freigbt
senders bave been cbuckling over thie cbeap rates
enforced by them on tbe freigbt carriers. But we
venture to say that, if tbe wbole operation could be
analyzed, it would be found tbat the general welfare of
the country was not, in the long mun, furtbered by
conîpetition that cut rates so low as to, drive railways
ixito iusolvency.
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Obscure THE miedical director of the Mati-
Iuajuries. hattan Life Insurance Conmpanly of

New York declares that obscure
injuries, which are accountable for many mysterlous
deatlis, are veryfrequently injuries received by youtig
men in athietie games, especially football. In lacrOSSe,
blows on the head are frequent, whicb. leave resuits
that are " obscure " for years, Until some excitemfent
occurs, or another blow on the same place, which prove
fatal. A case is known tous ofsuch an injury being re-
ceived, and leaving no sigu, yet in ten years afterwards,
the recipient, an athiete, dropped dead as the direct
resuit of a nupce ekesta a encueinablood vseintebrain, the death ocçurri*g
when the man was apparently well and bearty, from'
sudden excitement. Another case, which gave rise to, a
law suit, was that of a person inj ured in a railway ac-
cident. TPhere was literally no mark, or sign of injUrY,
nor immediate iii effects, beyond a sliglit soretiess onl
the scalp, and headache. After some years 'this person
died at bis dinner table whule hilarious with enjoylett
at a child's birth-day. Happily bis medical adviser
was a verY able man, and lie warned the comlpany,
when the accident occurred, that bis patient miglit have
been seriously ifljured, and lie would holId themn re-
ponsible for datmage-which were recovered. The
modern craze for violence in games is an element of
risk to life assurance companies, from these "obscure
injuries,"t which tbey need to take great care to avoid
suffering fromn, as applicants liable to develop soine
'weakness of this class are usually " sound in wind and
linib" and apparently cigood lives."

A Pithy L.ORD Chief justice Coleridge bas
JXinIgUI a great reputation for stating cases
dislik toeitentiously. He lias as great, a

dislke o lgalverbiage -as the.- profession is credited
'with having a love of its intriacies and confusion. In
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