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SUPPLEMENT.

openced which has Jaid Canadian Freothought unde: a debt of decp
obligation to tho gentlomen befors named and those editors who
kindly published notices of the intended meoeting in ‘Toronto. By
these neans a Jargo and influential assemblage was the gratifying
rosult, Resoluticns as herounder were adopted, and 2 most co-
dinl and enthusiastic session was concluded with results ns shown
by the resolutions before mentioned, and which will be found in
the Secretary’s report.

By tho able management of tho Solicitor of tho Associntion,
Mr. Meek, the incorporation of tho Freothought Association of
Canadu is now a fact, and Freethinkers of Canada genornlly may
pluie themselves upon the circumstance that however obnoxious

Freethought may be to orthodoxy, its establishment in Canada -

has received tho legal sanétion of the law of tho land, and that
the imprimateur of ono of the Judges of Canads enables them to
tako their stand as a legally enrolled body, rocognized by law,
truth, and justice, though not by n bigoted press. The same legal
gentleman has also obtained tho incorporation of the Ontario Free-
thought Printing and Publishing Company.

‘Wo should be doing & sevious injustice to the people of Toronto
if wo did not put on record the curious fact that only in a fow in-
stances, and these of a minor character, bas any attempt been
mado at persecution.

The attitudo of tha Toronto people has been ono of surpiise and
wonder. They attend the meotings in large numbers in Albert
Hall, and although thoro is occasionally a strong show of opposi-
tion, yet the order and dignity of tho proceedings bave remained
undisturbed, and ono of tho most cheering facts which have come
to our knowledgo is the circumstauco that large promises of sup-
port ard sympathy have been made and nctually given to our
Associstion by many of the leading business and educated men of
the city and country.

Tho de.y is not distant (though we are not usually of the specu-
lativo bekief), but wo are safe in repeating that it is our opinion
that tho press of Toronto will find their bread buttered by better
waterial than priestly cant. The time has arrived when the busi-
ness and better informed men of this essentially trading and
travelliug community require stronger intellestua! food than is
usually given by rang, cant, and crucifix; and the wilk and water
effusions of our daily press arc rapidly becoming as nauseating to
sensible people us rue and wormwood to a healthy stomach. We
commend to our contemporaries a careful study of this fact
Public opinior in these regions more frequently leads the press
than do tho press public cpinion. This should not be so, and *we
trust our journalistic friends will look to their laurels.

The cstablishment and incorporation ot the Canadian Fres
thought Association assumes that branches will be speedly formed
in overy section of the country, and alveady branches are openod
at Toronto, Meaford, Owen Sound, Lindsay, Napance, Ottawa,
and other places, and as speedily as possible these will be put on
terms of affiliation with the National Socicty now of Toronte, It
will bo seen by the resolution governing the formation or branch
societics that all Fresidents of these associations will bo ex-officio
Vico-Presidents of the National Society, and theso, with tho
mewbership otherwiso provided, will give cach branch a fair rep-
resentation in the councils of the national body, who will assemble
in convention at least once a year, immediately before Ghristmas,
this being thought to be the most convenieat timo for membors to
leavo their homes to attend a meeting in Toronto, or any other
Place that may be determined at tho meeting of the provious con-
wention.

Ono of the first acts of the convention was to authorizo the
publication of u journal. A cowmpany was formed for that pur
pose, and a provisional dircclorate appointed. A stock list
was opened, and a sabscription list is also  cstablisied.
Scmo $1,500 of stork was immediately subscribed, and $1,000
moro hag been handsomely promised by Alr. Albert White, of
Ayimer, as well as considerablo sums by various members of
Freethought societies in other sections. The directorate havo
overy confidence that this fal! will produco a sufficient subscrip-
tion of stock and for the paper to warrant the permanent publica-

tion of tho journal at an early date, say by tho meoting of the
noxt convention in Toronto, December 2ud, 1877,

In tho meantime, from information received and upon the
strong recommendation of My, B. F. Underwood, this initial
number hes been issued 80 as to givo the friends of tho paper an
opportanity of procuring subscribers who naturally wish to have
a samplo of tho work for which they amos to subseribe, and the
present number is intended to show tho friends of the paper tho
style, tono, and extent of that in which Canadian Freethinkers
musat necessarily foel universally interested.

‘Wo most heartily commend the Freeriovonr JounnaL to its
friends, and whilo congratulating them upon their magnificont
success in tha past would seriously urge the necessity of the cor-
dial union of every friend of libarty of thought, speech, and peor-
son. Lot our countrymen throw off the swaddling clothes of an
infant intsilectuahity, Let them remember it is only by the dis-
gemination amongst tho rultitudo of living truths supported by
the logic of science that true manhood can escape from the old
blindness of dogu.atic theology. There may be differonce of opinion
a3 to meuns, but in the ond desired there can be but one opinion.

4. I, EVANS.

CANADIAN FREETHOUGHT CONVENTION.

First Session, April 14th 1877.

In accordance with a circular issued by the Toronto Liberal
Association, s Convention of the Freothinkers of Canada was held
in Albert Hull, Toronto, on Saturday the 14th of April, 1877, and
following days.

The Assembly room was bandsomely decorated with bannerets
pendant, each banneret dispiaying the name of a noted mortyr t~
ignorant bigotry, or of some famous apostle of Frooenquiry 4
her twin sister Science.

J. 1. Evaus, President of the Toronto Liberal Associntion, took
temporary posseasion of the chair ; R, Green, 1lst Vice-President,
the Vice chair, and R. B. Butland, Sccretary, the Becretaryship.

The meeting having been duly callad to order, the President of
the Toronto Liberal Association delivered an address of welcomo
to tho delegates.

Tho report of the Treasurer-Librarian, Mr. R. Riley, was read
and disclosed that the Toronto Association was progressing mar
vellonsly. A oemarkable feature being tho statement that the
Society wus free from debt, zave a debt of gratitude to those whose
timo and money bave beon unsparingly lavished in its aid.

The President presented a review of tho riso and progress of tho
Liberal Assacjation in Toronto.

The chnir was then vacated and the Convention requested to
appoint its own chairman.

It was moved by Mr. F. B. Underwood, seconded by Me. W,
Sisson, that Mr. J. I. Evans bo permunent Chairman of the Con-
vention. The motion being put by the Seccrotary, was declaved
carried unanimously,

J. 1. Evans, on taking the Chair, expressed his sonse of the
honor conferred, and called for the appointmenst of Secretary.

1t was moved by W. J. R. Hargravo, soconded by C. A. Scad-
ding, that John T. Hawko bo first Secrotary of the Convention.

It was moved by S. B. Davenport, seconded by W. J. R. Har-
grave, that R. B. Butland be sccond Sccretary of tho Convention.

The Chairman then read following list of names of Canadian
and other Freethinkers endersing the Conveation, but who were
unsblo to bo proseat :

Horaco Seaver and J. P. Thompson, Boston; H, L. Green,
Salamanca, N. Y.; Allen Pringle, Selby, Ont.; T. W. Harman,

Bells Corners, Ont.; Poter Dewssott, Connecticut; D. J. Estelle, !

Carlsthuo; Jno. McMillan, Oshawa; James Thompson, Sarnia;
J. Greaves, Collingwood ; W. H, Evans, Bowmanvillo; A. R.
Lilly, Picton, N. S; D. Peyno, Marmora; T. & Dapris, Kings-
ton ; Jno. L. Teylor, Montresl; Francig Vando Bogart, W. D. 1o
Seur, Ottawa; Wm. MacKay, Courtlandt; Wm. N. Watson,



