IN NOVA SCOTIA AND TIE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

Took steadily at the past, though it should ap-
rear to memory as accursed ground, haunted
1 the hideous spectres uf wicked days and
nights ; and, in deep penitence, beg a merci-
ful God to wipe it out with the blood of Chriat
shed “ for the remission of sins that are past
through the forbearance of God?” And as
to the future, how can you—how dare vou—
fly from Him who alone can guide you—pro-
tect you—help you—keep vou from evil; and
without whose graca to help, time, in spite of
all its mercies. will prove & preparation for
an eternity of woe 2 Whatever you do, then
forgei mot God! but meet Him through a)

Redeemer, and be at peace! :

We do not, however, intend, at present, to
particularize those exercisea auitable to a new
year; but to lift up a warning voice against
a common sin, and reckless state of mind,
which corvert a season which, in the case of
every professing Christian, should be fruitful ;
to God in prayers and thanksgivings, iuto a
season which, 'in the case of thonsands,
in fruitful to Satan in base ingratitude, and
lieartless dissipation, and reckless fully.

Let it not be supposed that we are enemies
to those domestic enjoyments comnon at this
season, expressed even in the family feast,
the jocund faugh, and the stirring music.
‘T'here are times when it is “ meet we should
be merry 5 aud when that merriment, we be-
-lieve, may be shewn in these ordisary forms
of social " happiness. ‘Though, perhaps, in<
curring from some the charge of being “wine
bibbers and gluttonous,” we maintain, that
there are seasons of festivity, when to Chris-
tians who have the means at their disposal,
and with' even more propriety than to Jews,
may be spplied the words of the old com-
wmandment,—* Thue shalt bestow thy money
for whatsoever thy sout lusteth after, for ox-
cn,’or for sheep, or for wine, or.for strong
drink. or for whatsoever thy sonl desiveth;
and thou shalt'eat hefore the Lord thy God,
and thou shalt rejoice, thou and thy house-
hold ! (Deut. xiv. 26.) But mark the words
““ before the Lord!" Itis this principle which
is to regulate a/l such outward means and
expressions of enjoyment. Qur enjoyments,
whatever these are, must be received frem
God, aud returned to God in gratitude, love,
and abedience, * Whether we eat, or drink,
or whatever we do, we must do all to the glo-
r5-of God.” All must be in harmony with
oar submission to Him, delight in Him, and
a realizing sense of His presence; so that if
anything is said or done which we would not
wish Cnrist to see or hear, that thing mtusé be
wrong. We world then heseech of our reas
ders never to fy to Satan for happiress.
“He is a lar” and ¢ murderer from the he-
‘ginning.” ‘There-is nothing he givés us; but
God gives us inan infinitely better form. Al
Batan’s gifts and pleasures are abuses and:
rerversions of thuse permitted and bestow- 1
hy God, who “gives us all things richly to en-
Joy.” . Sinful pleasure is coin designed origi-
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nally by God to make us rich towards Him-
self, but robhed from the treasury of Christ’s
kingdotm, and brought into the kiugdom of
darkness ; and there being stamped with the
foul image of its prince, is lostowed by him
as a bribe and reward for vehellion against
God. and a= means of * buying souls of ment”
Bring in the new yecs as Chijsts happy,
praverful, thankful. confiding people; and
not us Satan’s prayerlese, miserable, ungrate-
ful, and dennken claves ! And thus you will
have a good New Year!
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(For the *onthly Record.™)
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Tiar New Yian lifted its crowned head
Trom the grave of'its silent sice.

And rose, like the phaenix, in strength arrayed,
From the dust of that funcral pyve.

e put on his rohes of state and pride,
Aud stood by the sounding sea.

Wiere flowed the current and ebbed the tide-
Of ‘I'ime and Lternity.

His glance o’er the mighty earth was bent,
And a goodly realm was there,
Then opened his gire’s last testament,
As hesecmed the rightful heir,
But a weary look came o'er his brow,
And his glance wax chauged and dim,
While his brew grew dark for n year of srace
At the legacy left to him.

There were tangles and troubles at every turn,
Battle and fears to snbdue.

Ltiddles to ravel, and problems to learn.
Nor to one had fie ever a clue—

Wrong to be righted the wide warld o’er
Wherever the sun shone down ;

The New Yran sighed, as he felt he wore
A chain in place of a crown.

From the ruddy East to the green wide West
Defection and fear prevailed,

Revolt was lifting its blacd-stained crest,
And hope in its presence quailed 3

From New Zealand’s Isie unto far Japan,
Outstretching from pole to pole, B

To the land where & despot’s galling chain

Roused the Magyar's free-born sonl; -

Where I¢2ly sounded het vine-wreathed Iyre

- The sky wore a smiling alow,

But the erater enitted its sparks of fire,
And the lava was hot below; .

While France looked up with a puzzled hrow
From ler army, and iron-clad fleet,

With a fuiling exchequer, perchanee a fo
For her wily lord to meet.

And England, great England, was iil at case,
Ag the Bagle, oy jackdaws pecked,

Her mighty fleets and her argosies
Of commerce the ocean flecked.

Aloue, yet strong in her glorious part,
She Jifted hier stately heud, )

But a whil rose up from her mother’s heart
For the miltions who ask for bread. .

Where orowded factories dim the sky
With the smoke of their weary toil, .

The suffering poor, and their children, cry
For return of the-CorroN spoil. :



