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fond embrace, by the cold inexorable grasp
of death p But much as we would give aud
O to restore them again to the occupancy of
the vacant places they have left behind then,
tven though we may have a strong, well-
ounded, assurance that it would be for the
worse to them, the thought is vuin. We
Mmust go to them, they cannot return to us.
Who would repluce the ripened fruits when
lh’ex drop frcm the tree on which they grew?
Wait till the reviving spring relums:and the
green leaves and fresh Llossoms will tell us
that new productions are at hand. So too,
sound in the faith of the Gospel and strong
in the Christian’s hcpe, readivg as we mus?,
ard learning as best we can, the solemn and
important lesson taught us by the transient
}u‘esence of departed relatives and friends
et us be thankful that the shortness of th(’e

time is not an unmitigated evil, but that jts

sternest features are softened and s
[ ubdued
bly the prospect, a little while hence, of a
fl orm‘us resurrection, when the spirits of them
rmt"'sb;eep in Jesus, joined to new and incor-
rupll e bodies, shall begin to dwell in the
a;ztin;s of bliss, and enter upon a fellowship
converse, pure and encless i
of everlasting day. as the light
“ A few short years of evil
ast,
WgVe reach the happy shorg, ’
ere death-divided friends at last,

Shall meet to part no more.”
.

hlf&h\;ethren, this be our experience of the
; k:n'tnesu of the time as regards the past,
bl at should be our thoughts of it as regards
'(131‘;)mmd and unknown futures “That which
:]hetlf has already been.” 'The days to come,
progre?; tbheey be many or few, shall in their
e oo as rapid and evanescent as the
e e a;e gone. And then with refer-
MR 3} uture, whllg it must necessarily
fosemole t e past in point of brevity, it dif-
rom it in one noteworthy respect. To
each one of us it is awfully uncertuil; how
many more years or days we have to apend
on earth. We can tell how long we have
been 1n the world, but we know x?ut the end
of our allotted term, whether it be near or

distant, Very soon at the latest the earthly |

'}i‘ouse of this tabernacle must be dissolved.
S(}:—day we are spared to begin another year.
§ pall we all be permitted to see tlie close of
it? If so, our experience must be different

gzl:l}:*hat gt has been during the last twelve
Tosthy s.”{ ome who were permitted this day

eat,'To exchange congratulations with
:iheem;iwl{;% are, npw, numbe{ed ampn{g_,,tbe
o ith this as our warning, let s eftér
this newe~ duties, enjoyments, and trials of
be all the)ear, and let us be assured, it will
less hap m.ofre profitably spent and none the
stant ser‘:syé lfwe preserve in our souls a con-
rernning, of the shortness of the time that
toz{a);v bel'i‘)}zed }f;x-xend§, 1 have one thing more
wer . ¢ e short time that remains is all
ave for the great, momentous work of

. preparaticn for cternity, and if it be my pri-
 vilege to wish you abounding happiness, in
"this place I ean venture to do so only in con-
nection with that work, for any happine: s
"here will e as short as time itself, if it spring
not from the belief of God’s truth and sancti-
fication by the Holy Spirit. Have you begun
 this serious work in earnest. Persevere zeal-
ously and prayerfull)‘,and the Lord, who cre-
_ates and renews the spirits of his people, will
- assuredly perfect that which concerneth you.
Have you been so many years in the world
and have you not yet entered upon this work ?
You have heen perilling your highest inter-
ests. You have L ft the concerns of eternity
 to the dread uncertainty of a moment. Now
. your everlasting happiness is st stake. Turn
- ye, turn ye, why will ve die? “Unless ye
repent, ye chall all likewise perish.” Look
unto Jesus the sinner’s friend, look and your
' souls shall live. May the great God who is
able to keep vou from fulling, and to presermt
vou faultless before the presence of his glory
With exceeding joy, bless you abundantly with
temporal goodness, but especially bestow
Lupon you all manner of spiritual bleasings in
P heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Andto Him
| be all the praise both now and evermcre}
i Amen.
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FROM OUR SCOTCH CORRESPONDEXT.

| A great man has fallen in Tsrael.  Dr. Ro-
| bertson, the iConvener of the Endowment
' Scheme, is dead. No minister in Scotland
appeared to have such an iron constitution,
"and yet he has been taken from us at the age
of fifty-eight, and before his great wark was
t completed, He had gathered the materials ;
‘had commenced the building; and now, an-
; other. and let us hope a master-workman,must
|

|

| enter into his lubors and place the copestone
lon the work. It is fortunate that a Vice Con-
| vener was appointed at Dr. Tlobertson's es-
tpecial desire, and that so alle a man as the
| Rev. Mr. Smith, late of Trinity Chureh, and
| now of Leith, was secured to co-operate with
him, and to attend to many of the detuils of
the scheme. Mr. Smith, 1 helieva, had tho-
| roughly mastered his colleague’s plans in all
| Lhe various stages at which they have arrived,
and become imbued with his spirit. Thut he
should now equal him in energy, in influence
with high and low, and in enthusiasm, which
was always contagious because ever fresh, 1s
perhaps more tian can be expected.  Yet in
one sense it ought to be much casier to finish
the work now than if the hercic originator
were still living. For what an appeal can be
made to all to come forward, eaca to put his
stone to that cairn which is most fitting  that
the Church should raise to himj; the proud
monument of 200 churches in destitute local-
ities so endowed and equipped that from
their pulpits the Gospel shall be preached un-
to the poor for ever without money and with-

out price.




