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fond embrace, by the coldinexorable grasp
Of death ? But much as we woNul give and
do to restore them again to the occupancy of'
the vacant places they have left behind them,
evenf though we mav have a strong, well-
foundeaessurance tflat it would be for the
Worse to them, the thought is vain. We
rnust go to them, they cannot return to us.
Who vould replace tie ripened fruits whin
they drop frcm the trce on which they grew ?
Wait till the reviving tprin-g returns'and the
green leaves and fresih blossoms will tell us
that new productions are at hand. So too,
sound in the faith of the Gospel and strong
in the Christian's hcpe, readirg as we iust,
ard learning as best we Cau, the sokimn and
important lesson taught us by the transient
presence of departed relatives and friends,
let us be thankful that the shortness of the
time is not an unmitigated evil, but that ils
sternest features are scftened and subdued
by the prospect, a little while hlence, of a
glorious resurrection, when the spirits of them
that sleep in Jesus, joined to new and incor-
ruptible bodies, shall begin to dwelh in the
realme of bliss, and enter upon a fellowship
and a converse, pure aid endless as the light
of everlasting day.

"A few short years of evil past,
We reach the happy shore,

Where death-divided friends'a~t last

preparatien f' r cternity, and if it be my pri-
Iigo to wish you abounding happiness, lu

tIis place I cnn veture to (do so cnly in con-
nection with that work. for any appm
here wvill be as short as tirmqe itself, if it sprimg
not froin the beiielf of God's truth and tancti-
fication by the I lolv Spiit. Have you hegun
this serions work im earnest. Persevere zenl-

ously and prayerfully,and the Lord, who cre-

ates and rent ws the spirits of his people, viii

assuredly perfect that which concerneth vou.
Have you heen so many years in the vorid

and have you not yet entered upon this work

Yhu have been perilling your highest inter-

ests. You have Lft the concerns of eterity
to the dread uncertainty of a moment. Now

vour everlasting happiness is at stale. lurn

-e, turn ve, why will ve die ? Unless ye
repent, ve shal ail likewise perish." Look

unto Jesus the sinner's friend, look and your
souls shal live. May the great God who is

able to keep vou fron falling, and to p:resert

you faultless hefore the presence of his gloy
%vith exceeding joy, bless vou aburdantlv with
temporal goodness, but especially bestow

Lupon vou ail nianner of spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. And to Iin>

be ail the praise both now and everr.cre 1

Amen.

Shall meet to part no more." P FROM OUR SCOTCH CORRESPONDF.NT.

If,,rethren, this be our experience of the A great man bas fallen in Israel. Dr. Ro-
abortness of the time as regard the past, bertson, the IConvener of the lndomenEI-t
what should be our thoughts of it as regards Scheme, is dead, No minister iii Scotland
the urtried and unknown future.I 'That which appearf-d to have such an iron constjtition,
will be bas already been. 'The days to come, and yet he bas been taken from us at the age
whether they be many or few, shall in their of fiftv-cight, and before bis great w'%rk was
progress be as rapid and evanescent as the compieted, lie had gatihered the materials;
days which are gone. And then with refer- had cornnenced the building ; aid no0w, an-
ence to the future, while it must necessariiv other. and let us hope a master-workian,mu st
resemble the past in point of brevity, it dif- enter into his labors and place the copestole
fers from it in one noteworthy respect. To on the work. It is fortunate that a Vice Con-
each one of us it is awfully uncertain how vener was appointed at Dr. Robertsn s e-
many more years or days w'e have te spend pecial desire, and that so ale a inan as the
un earth. We can tell how long we have 1 Rev. Mr. Smith, late of 'rinity Chureh, and
been in the worid, bu.t we know not the end now of Leith, was secured to co-operate wtîth
of our allotted term, w hether it be near or him, and to attend to many of tie detuils of
distant, Very soon at the latest the earthlv the schene. Mr. Snith. 1 hehva had thtt-
bouse of this« tabernacle must be dissolved. roughly mastered his colleague's plans in al
To-day we are spartd to begin another year. the various stages at which they have arrived,
Shal we ail be permitted to see the close of and become imbued with bis spir . 1h-t he
it ? If so, our experiente must be different should now equal him in energy, lu ifluence
from what it has been during the last twelve with high and low, and in eunthusiasm, which
nonths. Some who were permitted this day was alwavs contagious because ever fresli, i1

i ksiveaî'fo hx bib xetd ti
/ ihvear to exchange congratulations witii perhaps uire than cau be expected. Y et, i
the iivintg, are ourw numbered ametusnthe one sense it ought to he much easier to fiuish
dead. With thisas our warning, letüà eiir the work now than if the heroic originat4r
upon the duties, enjoyments, and trials of were stili living. For what an appeal can he
this new year, and let us he assured, it will made to ail to come forthard, each to put hiis
be aIl the more profitably spent and rione the stone to that cairn which is Most fittimg that
less happy, if we pdeserve in our souls a con- the Church should raise to h;n. the proud
stant sense of the shortness of the time that monument of 200 churches in destitute local-
remains. i ities so endowed and equipped that fromu

My beloved friends, I have one thing more their pulpits the Gospel shall be preached un-
to say. The short time that remains is ail to the poor for ever without noney and with-
ve have for the great, momentou work of 1 out price.


