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anxious te iearn ail lie coulil about the strange colonists. Hie despatcbed two
Clîinese Catechists. After an absence of many iveeks tlîey returneil, say-ing they
bail flmund the people. They describeil thein as being totallv isolatxeil froin the
natives both in habit andl religion. They knew verv littie of tleir past history,
and could not tell wben their ancestors bail corne io China. The Catechists
visited their temnple, and copied as well as they coulil an inscription over the
door-way in an unknown character. They also nnticed in the temple a uuumber
of sacreil books, eacb rolled up) as a seroll. The Bisbop's suspicions were con-
firmnci. A glanee at the cou~ of the inscription shewed hiun that it was a text
froin the lcbreiv Seripturs'. lie at once concluded that the seroîls coulîl be
none other thaxi the writirngs of Moses and the prophets. Aigain lie sent forth
the Catechists witlî îons-Y to effect, if possible, the purcîase of soîîîe of' the
boly books. They returned witlî six of those sacred treasures iii their hands.
With trenibling delight the Bishop opened those ancient nîanuscripts. Wher-
ever lic t urned b l Iuni it wva the saine Ilold, olil ,torv" wbielch is own Ilebrew
Bible recordeil. Liere, thien, wvas a striking confirmation of the integrity of the
Book of books. It nay be thât this bodV of God's ancient people founil their
way to China soon after the Babylonian captivity. It is difficult to suppose how
they could bave gained admission at ai during those long cenîturies that China
was rigidly shut out froin the rest of the world. Be that as it may, they have
at least been there froni turne imnieiiîorial to theinselves. Yet wie finil in their
hands the saine bless;ed Oracles that we have studied and loved froui childboodl
upwards. It was with solenin andl gratifleil feelings that we took one of those
sacred serolîs in our bands, andl gazed on its venerable inscription.

A word about the ladies. We bc- pardon for keepin t ein in the rear se
long. We would not for the world show thern any disrespect. As it is best
even on a sublime subject not to aiin tee high, we will begin, if you please, at
tkeirfeet. Ail tlîe world seems to be agreed that ladies arc ail th0 better for
baving sinali leet. China is one with the world in this respect; but, whilst the
rest are content te admire suinil feet when nature bestows theni, China says she
cannot possibly dow~i tlout theni. She regards theui as sine quâ non to ber per-
fection aîîd fWýicitv. If nature do imot give sînaîl feet, man must inanufacture
thein. But îîan i's sure to bungle wh. 'n lie presumes to criticise anil improve
nature. Who banot heard oft te iron shoe wvorn by the poor Chinawoinaîî
from infancy ? Sliock»iîg' ci »igli ýf it were true ; but iii peint of fact the iron
.shoe owes its origin to the. inîventive genius of' someboily who knew nothing of
China. It Luas no existence anywvlere. The process is-when a littie girl is
about tlîrce years of age. to bind its feet in tight linen bandages. These are
taken off once a wcek for the tieet to be washied. They are iiîuînediately re-
bounil to the vcry saine proportion as before. This goesl on tili the girl reaches
womanhood, wheiî she is privilegeil to substitute sboes for the bandages. Thus
a really genteel foot is never larger tlîan that of a cbilil of tlîree or four years
of age. We ha-ve seen nianv such. But it is a inistake te suppose that the
diminutive slîoe contains thie whole foot. The process of eomlpression bas
foreed the heel up towards the caîf of the le-, so that nothing more than the
tees and fore part of tbe foot enter the sboe. Z>The sigit of the poor women as
t.bey hiobble alongr is te barbarian eyes painful and revolting. Their feet more
nearly resemble the feet of goatq than those of hunian beings.

Infant marriage is not known in China. Wonien never niarry before flfteen
or sixteen cears of age. Alas! great care is taken that many do not reaeh
that age. Feiuale infanticide is, no doubt, figbhtfully prevalent in the country.
Infaînts in no case are buried, in China. A sort of round tower stands outside
the large towng. This bas openine-s in the sides about six feet froin the ground.
Tbroug'h these holes the bodies of infants are thrown, and there they deeay in
promîscuous confusion. We could not gaze on those grim tewers without an
înward sbudder, as the thought struc'k us bow many a baples littie one bail


