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Kinchahg, or * Forbidden City,” because it
¢ontains the palaces, and cannou be entered .
sithout permission from the emperor. The |
roofs of the building, being slated with yellow ;
porcelain, gleam in the sunghine like burnish-
ed gold. :

1n the other parts of the city, several long |
streets run parallel to each other ; they are |
hroad and dusty, and throw cff on either side |
numberless alleys, where are the private resi-
dences, the broad thoroughfares heing occu-
pied with shops. These shops are not attrac-
tive in appearance, being low and shabby,
not a few of them displaying old furniture
and old clothes for sale. But the throng of
neople at onee arrests aitention, it is so trot-
lev, and unlike all to which an European eye
is accustomed. Here comes *a high Man-
darin,” riding in a green sedan, borne on the
shoulders of eight men. Numerous horse-
men lead the way, with their heads dressed
with peacocks’ feathers and precious stones,
while several carts, drawn by mules, and
destitute of springs, bring up the rear, and
eonvey the other atiendants of the great man.
. Yonder comesa caravar. of Bactrian camels.

They have long hair, and two mountainous
bummocks, between which a Tartar wedges
hiwself as naturally as if he had been born
there.

There, under that awning, you see a man
who is entertaining an audience with a tale
from the bistory of their country. Further
on a mountebank is displaying the suppleness
of his joints or exhibiting his powers of de.
ilulilinn in swallowing all kinds of indigesti-

le things; and all along the thoroughfare
you may see the men eating and drinking in
portable kitchens, or shaving their heads and
plaiting their tails in the open air. Indeed,
the street seems to he regarded as private

roperty and used for all kinds of purposes.

here the heathen kneel down on the bare
ground and perform their devotions, With
wedding processions carrying gay banners,
and fureral trains with melancholy music
.attd white mourning habits, and a thousand
other strange o':jects, a street in Pekin is.a
#mall panorama of the empire.

Tarn now into an alley, or smaller street,
.and inspect the architecture of private dwell-
ings. A low brick wall on either Land is ali

ou see, with ranges of small windows peep-
ing out like the loop-holes of a battery,
These windows are glazed with paper,
Whatever is rich or beautiful within, is jeal.
owly concealed from view,

The houses, none of them more than one
lory in height, are hidden by these blind
walls. They are covered with earthen tiles,
fisored with brick, and supported by wooden

Nars. The rooms ure usually ranged ina

oliow square around & paved court.

Pokin was a fine city once; but it is now
i & state of sad delapidation. It atill con.
tains a largs population wholly given to idol.
atry. Erery square has one or more Pagun
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temples; aud every family has its household
gods! When shall these temples be sup-
planted by the churches of Christ, and house-
hold gods give place to the family altar ?—
Chiurch Missionary Gleaner. ’
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The Sunday in Scotland.

Tue following letter appeared in a laté
number of the 7imes :—* Sir: 1 do mot be-
long to the Free Church, and bave no desire
to defend the too free language of its minis~
ters at Kirkealdy. It is a curious phenome-
non that in England an extreme reverenceé
attaches to sacred places, and in Scotland te
a sacred day. The intolerance of the foimer
manifests itself in compelling the worshippet
tn ehurch to conform to arrangements, as’
pects, and attitudes which savour strongly o
excessive observanee ot stone altars, encaustie
tiles, and conseerated floors ; the intolerance
of the latter shows itself in excessive restric-
tiens on the liberty of the subject on Sapbatk
dayr. In the one case a lady’s footstep i#
supposed, as I have seen, to profane the space
within the eommunion rails, and in the other
the whistle of the locomotive is understood
to be a deseeration of the Sunday. In Eon-
gland this superatition reigns over a sectio?
of space ; in Scotland it reigns over a section
of time. What the Scotch feel and praciis®
on a day ealled Sunday, the English feel and
practise on a tesselated pavement called #
church floor. But in one respect the Scote®
have the advantage. Their day was conse
crated by the Deity. The English place i
consecrated by a bishop. It has always ap-
pearad to me that a radical error is commit-
ted by almost all the e¢hampions of the betief
abservance of the Sunday. They ceaselessly
inculcate it as a duty, and thereby rouse th*
wrath of those that do not see its obligation”
instead of holding it forth as a privilegs, an
thereby attracting all. It should be pat, nod
ought we 1o observe the Sunday, but may w¢
observe it? The law enunciated on Sin®
amid thunders and threats, is enunciated 0%
the Mount of Beatitudes amid blessings ap!
rewards. Let us read the Fourth and ot
Commandments of the Decalogue in the ligh?
of the 5th chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospe-
So reading, we shall all strive to let every
man enjoy an inestimable privilege, and
ment that any should in any degres obstrt
the enjoyment of a fellow-man. Ard, of
all, in these times we must hope for gx'll’d
moral results less by thundering in the
of rmilway directors * Thou shalt and tho¥
shalt not,” and far more by ao teaching't
people the greatness of their privilege ﬂ’“
Sunday excursion trains shall hencefort
cease to pay, and therefore cease to run.
do think the language and line of action is
calcated by the Free Church ministers »
Kirkealdy are calculated to damage the cl“':
these good, but indiscreet, men bave s




