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(2) Adop(on.-The only Province wbich bas attempted com-
prebensîve legislati'xi dealing with adoption is Nova Scotia.
The Nova Scotia statute provides th.t a child May be adupted
hy any person over twenty-one years of age upon petition to, the
Court and upon pr,>ving the consent of the child and its parents,
or mothcr only if tk z child be illegitixnate. The Court must be
satisfied as- to the pet*tioner's ability to maintain the child.
Under this statute an adopted child bas the saine rights of
succession in case of death of the guardian intestate that he
would have if he were the legitimate child of the guardia-~
Alberta gives its Courts jurisdiction to sanction the adoption
of infants, but goes no further."2

(3) Children of DÛ'ores.-The jurisdiction of the English
Divorce Co.2rt as to the custody of children is entircly statutory.
The English Matrimonial Causes Act, 1857, gives the Court
jurisdictien to pro-,ide for the custodv. maintenance and educa-
tien of the chidren of divorcres. Although the ix.'erests of the
parents will be taken into consideration, the chief aim is te do
what is best fer the chi'dren. As a general rule the innocent
partv bas a primnâ fadie rtght te the custodv cf children after
a final decree cf divorce.

I'he British Columibia, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island statutes dealing wvith divorce and ruatri-
mortial causes do net vary substantially from those cf the Engli?,h
Aet .9-

(4) Chddren Born Oui of Wed1ock.--Accordirg to the cum-
mon law of England !cgitimacy is a status arisiag frein the fart,
cf birth within lawful wedlock or within a rmasonahle tiine
after its dissulution."1 IIlegi'.ixate childrcn are, according te
the strict interpretation cf the common law, strangers, ge far as
flhc right8 cf the child are cencerned, to those who havc brought
them into being. Statute law has quaiified this by imposing
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