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Q. .B.] THE QtTEEN V. PLIMSOLL. [Eng. Rep.

tlie sensa in wlidh Mr. Plimeoli is using the
Word. would slow tlet suie wvas verv mudli
averloaded ; whereas, if she was flot 'a spar-
decked vessaI, 1 thiink it .would aIea show she
ws ratleroverloaded, butunot s mudlioverloaded
as if slie was a spar-decked ship. Tlien it seenis
Mr. Plirnioli did go down sud inquire about the
mattars, sud 1 tbink lia SaW at Nawcastla-ou-
Tyne sud Sunderlaud this Mr. James Hall, sud
1 thiuk there is very little doubt ou the affida-
vits, tîjat Mr. James Hall in speakiug ta lii
made soma rash statamnsets whilh lie cant
uaw verify. It appears that Mr. Hiall refuses to
maka au affidavit, sud also that Mr. Hall, wleu
oua canies ta look at it, bail, lu fact, a charter
offared ta lins at the tima for a -steamer, aud the
steamer lie le talkiug about le a steaiE r ai 1, 200
tans, and flot a steamer ai 1,800 tous ;but lie
lad a conversation withi Mr. Plineil1, sud
Mr. Plimsoll's saying tliat ta send vassale ta the
Baltie at this time af year, wlieu lights are
witlidrawu, je unsafe, je Imot the gravamneli oi
tlie charge, but it je whether she was overloadecl,
wleil tliere would be salua risk froue that.
Tlieu lie proceeds ta say :

IlMr. Jaumes Hall, ai Newca8tle.au.Tyua, liad
a large slip (1,500 toue) waiting for fre$îî iu
the Jarrow Dock, sud lia wu. offarad 30s. par
ton ta carry a cargo of railroad iran juta the
est ai the Baltjc. It wae the middlle ai Sep-
teuiber, tIa rate was liigh, the slip wae enipty.
It was, as lia said, very tampting ; so lie sent
for the captain ai tlie ship, sud asked hjm if hie
durgt ventura juta tha Baltic thien. Tlie captain
sajd ta liim, ' For Godes sake don't seud ue juta
the Baltic at Vhis time of the year, sir. You neight
as well qend us all ta Vhe bettom af Vha sea at
once.' Well, Mr. Hall discarded the offer, but
five weeks laVer the offer was accepted by an-
other ship.awuer, sud lie proceaded ta load oua
of his slips. "
Now, I Vhiuk it appears clear that Mr. Hall did
make Borne statemeuts ta in. It may possibly
be tIat Mr. Plimeoli lies attachad taa miuch
weight ta tlie statemeuts hae made ta hlm, sud
I tniuk Mr. Plimeollisj very mumd ta blame Vo
take tlie baose statements af a persan lu conver-

s'ation, sud, witlaut makiug auy furtliar in-
quiry, ta start wiVh those stateuments sud make
au imputation ou tIe cliaracter og Mr. Narwood.
1 thiuk iV le fair ta Mr. Narwood ta say, as far
as tîje appeare, thare was no ground for saylug
that the freiglit had beau liawked about, sud
that lie Vaak iV at last. Wlien 30s. was offered
in Saptember, it *ould be jncredjbla tliat iV

* should ha ultimately taken for 22s. 6d., which. 1
believe is VIe amount statad. IV is rigît ta Mr.

Norwood to state tliat it je clear that seusational.
bit Of writing of Mr, Plimsoll's je utterly un.
fouindeil. Thien lie goes on to state what ie.
con1siders to ba a spar-decked slip, and how lie
considers that wlien iron is packed soîjid five
cubjc feet weighing a ton, that that je not a
proper cargo. It ail goes to the point of how
she wab loaded. Theu, as to the main deck, lie
sgays: Il lusteail of lier nmain deck being above
the water.line 2ft. 3îjn., it was actually 2ft.
lOin. below tlie level af the water-line, and hier
spar deçk was ouly 2in. above tlie water-line. "
Now, 1 think wlien it la stated slie went out on
an even keel of 21ft. 6in., tliat is flot exactly
correct, stili it is substaijtially correct, but
it je an exsggeratioii to say it ws.s more. Than
it goes on to stty, IlAnd this vessel eo loaded
was sent off ta the Baltjc in November, or five
weeks later than the sanie freiglit liad heen re-
fused liy Mr. James Hall, of Newcastle-ou-
Tyne, on the grouud that it was too late in tlie
eeasQon to seud a slip wlthout imminent peril to
the lives of the seamen." That, I tliuk, was a
rasli statement, whicli, witliout sufficient in-
quiry, hie ouglit flot to have made. "0 f course
8e was lost, foundered about 18 miles fromn the
Englishi cost, but fortunately lier crew were
saved by a fishing-boa. She was insurad of
course. " Now on that I tliink tliere eau be noa
doulit that what was iutendad to lie convej'ed,
and wliat was canveyed, was that tlie awuer of*
that slip, Mr. Norwood, who je plainly referred
ta, at that time was insured himel, and that
hé liad the sole risk in the vessai. 1 think it
canuot be doubted, aud I thin k from, wliat follows.
afterwards, it je clear tliat Mr. Plirnioll, at the
time lie wrote this, believed tliat Mr. Norwood,
was the sole ownar af the vessel, aud believed
hie was insured. The iset was that Mr. Nor
Wood was only awnar of 12-64th parts of theý
vessel, and as far as tlie hll ws insured, hie
was nat iusurad. The athars were insured, and
I cannat but feel that je a vary great part af the
imputation. It le flot simply that Mr. Norwaod
sent lier out, having loaded hier so that it wau
daugeraus to send hier out, taking the riak,
when it miglit ha a matter of rashuess ta do so.
That i8 flot what Mr. Plimsoli goes on ta say;
but lie goes ou ta, eay this-I do flot think hie
means ta couvey that aIe wuaa verinsurad sa
tliat lie would make a profit ou the slip in the
avent af bar lase, but hae conveys the imputation
tliat se was fully iusured, and consequeutly
lie was reekiese (lie mouay being safe) about
everytliug else. 1 think tlat je a very great
aggravatiau 4 of the libel, and a material and im-
portant part af it ; and as ta that, I certain]y-


