
Tmie **î~\~ NATîU RALIST.

bi,cavcly bodies, or- the reciprocal influecnce of liumnan beings
11ponl cach other. The discovcry of a w'idcly operative princîple
like that wh'icli whilc it "Motilds a tc:ar and bids it trickle fr-oîn
its sourice,"P at the saine timie " Pr1csel.'es thc Carth a1 sphcrc, and
gulides tic planets iii thiri courise," is lil<c a red-letter da), ini the
calcndar of bis mnind's growtlî; and wvbether as in the instance
givoni, it touches the mlatcrial side of tbingcs, or like the la\%' of
hicr-cdity wbicb inlakes us "the lieirs of ail the acTes, il gocs
deceper and touiches the '- spirit ini mail whicbi givcth hini un1der-

stnig'its cognition i.- a suiprerne joy, and itself a Poil S/o
fromn wh'bcb a neur pur-cbasc inay bc taken.

\'Vat wc kîiow~ as the sciences of Chemistry, Physics,
Botanly, etc., ariic notbing more thanl the imperfc-fctly distinctive
nlarnes g'i\"en to difféent directions ini which investigration pro-
cced(s. It is quJite m'rong to, Suppose tIhat thc universe is

mnapped out into muttually excILusive areas foi- ptîm-oscs of
researcb, as anl uincxllored territory nay be divided. l-ver-y
so-called science overlaps every other ;and this is as trutc of the
so calleci pliysical sciences as of the mletaphysical andi of the
incm bers of cacb groui) ini relation to the other. For kntow/o>i!-
is mie ; and there is no so-cailltcdL material l)robtcmi which bas
not a spirituial side to it. Lt is truec that cvcry scientific prin-
cill acimits of a practical application, and no0 soonler docs a
Faraday d iscover the I aw%,s goeiiduicecl magnetic cuirrenits,
than anl Edison applies thîs knowlcdge tc. the construction of anl
ciectro-m-otor. \Vc have no fault to rind, with the utilitarian
application, but we wvould insist tbat frorn the oly truc point
of view-tbat of man's cttiing dloser to the bicart of tbîngs,-
the apprehiension of a principle is the main tbing. 0f course,
the great mnass of iriankincl will neyer- appreheind andi neyer
value the principle as such -but this is only to say that the
masses are clevelopcd on the inaterial side only ;-a fact too
frecly acknowledgcd by us to cause any surprise. They wvill,
hovever, fully apprc:iate the practical appli :ation ; will run
their secving mnachines and falis by electricity. and wvil1 invest
their capital ini railroacl stocks, and hope to realize big dividends.


