
106jNATUREs STuDY-NO. 37.

ather Insects of the State oi New York. gives the folk o
explanation :-"4 The idea wbich was preseot in the mina
Linooeus, when he named titis splendid math, we think is suffi-
ciently evident. The Athenians were the most polished and
refined people of aotiquity. The maths are the most delicate and
elegant ai inseets; they are the Athenians of their race. Cecraps
was the founder, the head of the Athenian people. When names
af men were bestowed upon cities, ships, or ather abjects
regardeJ. as being of a feéminine gender, ciassical usage. cbanged
f-hese names to the feminine férmn. The maths (Phaloena) being
teminine, and the naine ai Cecrops being more euphonious in this
farm, probably induced Linnieus ta change it in the manner he
did. The namne thus implies this ta be the leader, the head of
the most elegant tribe of insects, or ini other words, the first oif ail
the insect kind. What name more appropriate can be invented
for this Most sumptuous Moth? "

The cocoon of this insect, shown beneath the math in the
above figure, is the Iargest and best known af the cocoons found
in this country. IIt is about three inches ini Iength, anit nch or
more in widih at its widest part, and tapers ta, bath ends. Some
specimens, of course, are larger than ibis ; we have examples
that gneasure four inches long and twa inches wide at the
centre. In colour the cocoon is a rusty gray, or brawnish. If one
is eut inoa with a sharp koife, or a pair oi scissors, an iner, aval
cocoon w11l be faund. Within this is a large, black pupa, tu one
ed af which is attached the head af the caterpillar and the cast
skin of its body. This inner cocoon will 1'e noticed ta be
much more closely woven It is ioîerestiog ta, watch the
caterpillar making its cocoon. From the time it begîans ta spin
ineyer ceases until its work is campleted, and the whole cacoon

is spun in one cantinuaus thread. In the case oi the American
Silkwrm, Telea PoIyphems, L., it bas been stated by Trouvelot
that ibis caterpîllar in making its cocoon, wilI have moved its bead
to and ira. in order ta distribute the %silk, 254,000 times, the Iength
af time taken Ia camplete this ap--ratian being from three ta five.
days.

During the past seasan the caterpillars ai the Cecropia Eni.
peror Math have been mare titan usually abundant in eastern
Canada. It is altogetiter likely, titerefare, that many coccons
will be faund on aipple, maple, plum, and ather trees during
the coming winter. The maths emerge in tite latter end ai
Mfay and early in june, and if any ai aur members -vould
like ta erpcrience the pleasure ai watciting one ai these large
Emperor Maths escaping irom its cocoon, it is only nccessaryta cllîct ane or twa i) the COCOOIIs, and keep them in an
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