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rent, tliat 1 shall indulge myself in the hiope, thnt thie influence of ilhis
Societv wvill soon ho cxerted for the establishmient of sone Institution of
a public description, in which the Law rnny ho taughit.As A sciNCE-
A science which, though hitiierto neglected, is of theu flrst importance
to rnankind, aud "lwith ail its defects, redundancies and crrors, is the
"united reason of ages - the pride of the liuman intellect." (1)

RESPONSIBILITY 0F ATTORNEY.

Ig&noirance.-.N'egligeizce.

Lord Mansfield remarked that "lan attorney oughit nette be hiable
in cases'of reationable doubt," 4 Burr. 2060. H1e is bound to show
reasonable skill, and reasonable diligence. A Solicitor's profession im-
plies an undertaking of reasonable diligence ; but this does flot mean
that lie shahl be obliged te, make good te his client every loss which the
client may perhaps be able te show mighit have been averted by an
excessive assiduity, or an extraordinary exercise of Vigilance and acti-
vity. It is useless te put cases by way of illustration, since we have a
reent decision la the House of Lords, in a number lately published of
Mm. Clarke &r Finelly's Reports, vol. 12, p.91,showing the opinions cf
law lords on the subject. The question arose upon an appeal case
froru Scottand. We cannet de hetter than give a short sumniary cf the
speeches, ln the order of their delivery. The action had been brouglit
agrainst a writer te the Signet at Edinburgh,, for an alleged erreor or mis-
'take committed by hlm as an attorney or solicitor for the plaintilf.

Lord Brougham said, it was cf the very essence cf such an action
that there should be neglfigence of the description which we caîl crssat,

(1) Burke's IVorks, 4to. vol. 3, p. 134.


