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SUNDAY-SCHOOL

BANNER 115

A. D, 30,
Authorized Version,
Mark 12. 28-34. [ Commit to memory verses ]
f - |, #8 And oneof the scribes nd
havine heard them reasoni reth.
er, and perceiving that he had un-
swered them well, asked him, Which
£ is the first commandment of 111¥
THE 20 And Je/sus unswered him, The
first of ull Imi mnnni.mhm-nln is,

Hear, O Is’ra-el ; The Lord vur God
Kev Stone e

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with sl thy soul, and with
all thy mind, nind with all thy strength : this is the fiyst
commandment,

31 And the second ix like, namely this, Thou shalt
boras thyself. There is nore other con-
mandment greater than these,

4 nd the seribe said nuto him, Well, Master, thon
tid the truth : for there is one God ; and there is
none other but he :

33 And to love him with all the heart, and with 11 the
understanding, and with all the soul, ‘and with ull the
gtrength, and to love Zis neighbor as himself, is more
than all whole burnt-ofterings and sucrifices,

34 And when Je'sus saw that he answered disereetly,
he said unto him, Thou art not fur from the kingdom of
God.  And no man ufter that durst ask him any ques-
tion,

LESSON 11, THE TWO GREAT COMMANDMENTS,

(April 21.
Revised Version,

28 And one of the scribes came, and heard them
questioning toget and knowing that he had an-
swered them well, asked him, What commandment

20 I8 the first of all? Jefsus answered, The first is,
Hear, O Is'rasel ; The Lord our God, the Lord is

30 one : and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart. and with_all thy soul, and with all thy

81 mind, and with all thy strength.  The second is this,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, There is

82 none other commandment greater than these, And
the scribe said unto him, Of a truth, Master, thou

{ hast well said that he Is one ; and there isnone other

{33 but he: and to love bim withall the heart, and with
all the understanding, and with all the strength, and
to love his nelghbor as himself. is much more than ail

24 whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices, And when
Je'sus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto
him Thouart not far from the kingdom of God. And
no man after that durst ask him any question,

INDUCTIVE NOTES,

L. Study of General Featares,

8ec. 1. Baflled by the bold and wonderful reply of
Jesus, the Pharisees went away (12, 12) to meditate
fome other plan which would justify the arrest of
sus. They hit upon the shrewd device detailed in 12,
13-17, the bland yuestion about tribute, but find them-
selves buflled azain by the marvelous w isdom of Je-
tus.  The Sadducees, proposing u current but ekill.
fully contrived objection to the doctrine of the resur-
rection, meet no better success (12, 18-27). The con-
clusive answer given the Sadducees prompts a learned
reribe totest Jesns with a technical question of rabbin.
ical exegesie.  With that question and its answer our
present lesson is concerned,

Skc. 2. Note in each verse what the two, the seribe
und Jesus, say, Put the contents of each verse into a
short sentence, thus: 98. Scribe asks, Which com-
mandment is greates 20-31. Jesus answers, The
one that says, God is one, and commands supreme
love to him; and the one that bids a man love his
neighbor as himself. 82-33. The scribe npproves the
unswer. 84, Jesus tells him he is near the kingdom.
Unite and condense these sentences thus:

To a scribe asking him to name the most com-
prehensive of divine commandments, Jesys speci-
fles those that enjoin supreme love to God and un-
feigned love to man,

Subdivide into topics. The following are suggested :
L. The Question; II. Love to God; III Love to Man;
IV. Near the Kingdom.

11, Study of Details.

[Parallel passage, Matt. 22, 34-40.)

L. The Question (vers, 28),

28. One of the seribes. He was an exception
among his clase, which Mark has hitherto (2, 6, 16; 8,
813 9. 14; 11, 18) represented ne higoted and hostile.
I'liis scribe was fair-minded (vers, 32, 34), He was not
preocenpied with the mere externals of religion, but
like Saul of Tarsus, who belonged to the same class,
Wae interested in the more profound questions sug-
gested by it.  While Matthew (22,
“tempted "* Jesus we are not hound to consider the
test any thin, Bign of honest interest.
Them.” The Sadducees and Jesus (18-27). Knowing,
Aw an expert in such discussions. Well. e may

have felt peculiar satisfaction in the discomfitare of an
|n|qm~)uu vect, Asked him. So the woman ut the
| well, s s0on as she knew Jesus was a prophet, in.
stuntly thought of a great theological question much
debated among her countrymen (John 4 20), and pro-
Dosed it for solution. What render has not #uch pua.
zling question which he would like to have authorita.
tively unswered!  What commandment, In Greek,
“what sort of?"  The question fuguests philosophic
and spiritnal sight into the nuture of the precepts of the
lnw. It calls for the results of protracted and pro.
found meditution,  First, In comprehensiveness,
This was a well-known and much-diseussed topie
among the rabhins, some deciding upon cireumeision,
others on the Subbath, the keeping one's pelf from
idole, ete.
11, Love to God (vers. 29, 30),

20. Answered, He did not hesitate ; he did not ask
time for reflection. He was at home with such a theme,
diMcult as it was. Mear, O Iurael, Agin the case of the
rich young ruler (10, 19) he refers to that which was
familiar 1o every Jewish child, the s/ema, from Den 6
4, rvpenu'd' overy morning and evening by every plous

. The I one. “The heathen localized
and divided godhead. There were gods In the hills,
others in the plains, still others in the clouds and in the
sea. These might be hostile to oneanother, so that man
must make his peace with each one separately, This
teaching led to very painful perplexity in religious duty,
and, in the ease of the thoughttul, to atheism. Religion
chiefly inspired fear, To sucha miscellany of vengeful,
lustful, and fickle Pevwnnlllh-n, who made themselves
known to the individual, for the most part, in infliction
of punishment for offense against unknown preferences,
love was out of the question. The unity 0; God 18 the
only possible basls for love to God. We can indeed love
him who {8 the sime yesterday, to-day, and forever, the
God of our fathers, the God and Father of our Christ,
the God of our ekildren, the God who has heen with us
[ n all places and all our days, who promises, **1 wil

eave thee nor forsake thee," the same to-day as
when he gnve hisonly begotten Son that each of us might
not perish, but have eternal life,

30, And thou. *Therefore thou™ would be the
form In Greek, not literally transiated from Hebrew,
Love the Lord, Of the two Greck words for * love,”
the one used here denotes a love that hax reflection,
admiration, and (i this case) adoration behind jt, It js
the word which Peter. owing |nmhnhly to his shame at
having denfed hix Lord, would not allow himself to ap-
q‘lly(o his-attachment to his Master iy John 21, 15.17,

hy God. He is not only * Lord of heaven and
rih,” hut his goodness and merey have followed thee
an individual all the days of thy lite. * 0O my soul,
| thou hast #aid unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord ** (Psa.




