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They were to fing that the unseen Jeho-
e [ vah had g very terrible part in thejr life ;
¥ that this Moses, as for whom they wot

in a majestic, unseen world around us,
where the Purposes are shaped anq th,
forces quickened whicl, rule this earth
In some startling event of
lence or personal distress,

& moment that there is a God, but the God and thejr conscien
wonder passes, and they go back to their | 8o did the Lord vindi
merchandise, thejy politics, theip gold, | prophets through all the Peoples’ history ;
saying, These be thy gods, Worldliness | so diq the stone which the builders reject-
seems less ridiculoys than bowing to g ed fall on and eryg them when Jerusalem
graven image, but it jg Jjust as faithless, | was destroyed. 8o have unbelieving men
only less honest in its idolatry, and unbelieving nations been made to see

IL. 7%he Punishment, Idolatry may be | that there ig g God; that his laws are hol
delightful and natural. But God cop. and his wrath fearfy], Mercy cannot Jet
demns it, Qut from the clouq Moses | sin 8o free.  Until a]) evil is done away,
comes striding down the mount into the | the Goq who is love must also be a con-
midst of the revelry, hig eyes hot and suming fire,
blazing wit], holy wrath, The tables| II7. The Reconciliation,
written with the writing of God he casts | af is vindicati

out of his hands anq breaks before t}

People, as they had broken the covenant. | undertook to recover for thym Jehoval’s

The ealf he flings into the fire, and grind. favor. Again he ascended into the mount,

ing the gold to dust strews it upon the [ Forty days and forty nights, he tells them

water, as if to make them t. i later, (Deut. 9. 18,) he prayed, for the
ness of their gin, At the gate of the Lord was wroth against them and against
camp he calls, Who ig on Jehovakh’ Aaron, to destroy them, This was the
et him come unto me. His ownp tribe, | greatest hour in Moses’ life, Tt was noble

the sons of Levi, come over to him, and | for him to stand out, one man against g

are sent sword in hanq to slay even con. nation ; it was noblep to plead their cause

i ers, for the righteous. | with an offended Goq ; but grandest of all
was his self-forgetfulness, The Lord had

said in the simple and hold language of the
vites as | text, Let me alone that my wrath may
leaders in the crime, or represen‘ed the | wax hot against them, and that T may
wutinous army is | consume them : and I will make of thee
i great nation. No offer could have been

O accept it would

ely light avenge Moses for al] he had suffered from
© people, and save from certain distregg

in the future ; woulq display divine holi-
ness, and be g perpetual warning to gip.
ners. The covenang Wwith the patriarchg
would be fultilled, yet hig name stand
abovetheirs as the real father of the nation,

Was it not right, best, to take the offert

ot forsaken the riches

of Egypt for this, As he will not go for-
ward without the divine presence, neither
will he be made great without the people.

Hope, ambition, life, heaven itself hLe

divine unity and | almost says, all that God can d i
is bound up with their fate. If thoy wilt

forgive their sin—he begins trem
88 10 time for gentle remonstrances and | then hig words break down g the possi-

kind wishes, but for sharp chastisement, bility of rejection, and he cries out, “And

Ces were with him,
cate himself and hig

Immc-diately
Divine honor
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