Y e S = e A

~

‘
!
;
1
:
!

532

Our Contributors.

LETTER FROM INDIA BY MISS
FRASER.

(Through the kindness of Miss Ross, of Thorah, we
have the pleasure of giving our readers the following
very interesting letter from our missionary,
Miss Fraser.—Ep.)

Kotcorn, JUNr STH., 1893,
My dear Miss Ross: It has been my
intention to write you ever since my ill-
ness, but there were so many kind let.
ters of sympathy from iriends in Can.
ada to answer, that, knowing that Miss
Ross wax always letting you know the

‘news, ] put off my letter from time to

time J am now quite well and strong,
Letier 1 h’n'n.zivenr-,_ inﬂeed.-'T'\;'-n months
before 1 leftt Mhow, I was hard at work,
for, although my teachers and wedical
worker< did nobly while I was sick, there
was a great deal that only I could-attend
to awaiting my presence when I was able
Lo be out. I eannot tell you how deep.-
ty I felt the love and courage shown by
you sister and Miss Calder, during the
long weeks in which they refused to leave
the house. As soon as T knew that it
was smallpox, I had my rooms cleared
and the doors ‘locked, and asked Dr. Par-
ker to send them both away at omce,
but they refused to leave the nouse.
It was 8o kind and brave, for as the
disease began with great severity, there
was little hope of my life at first, and
it was a great comfort {o know that
those T loved were so near. 1 had been
50 mmuch exposed to the dizease, that I
had little fear of contagion, but at the
tim: T took it. T was so tired that
my body had no power of resistance. We
are having a delightful rest at the hills,
the first holiday since we came to lndia.
The scenery here is grand. Behind the
houxe we can see the SnoOwy range, tow.
erinz- far above the clouds, 22,000 feet
in height. In the deep valley below us,
the Sutlej River.is flpwing. Sometimes
when a storm is coming uver the mourn-
tains, and the hills are touched with
strange, fitful gleams of light, it
makes me see again Dore’s Inferno, and
I half expect to see sad, hopeless figures
moving athwart the gloom, undone, lost
souls., Torday, all is bright and smil-
ing, and the air is laden with fragrance.
Whire roses are hanging in clusters, great,
snowy clusters from the trees, for they
climb up the forest trees, and fall in fes-
toons from the branches. In the quiet,
shady nooks, there are violets, sweet-
scented, shy blpssoms. that carry our
thoughts back to the Canadian waoods,
and the brooks that rippled over mossy
stones, In shady places. How happy the
old time memories make us. Is it nnt
good that God gives us thoughts of the
past. as well as of the tuture, We-g;ath.
er the flowers of long ago, and they
shed fragrance on our pathway naw.
We have had a very husy year, the
work is growing daiiy. Mhow is a large
cantomment. and wherever there is an
Fnglisk population, made up of soldiers,
officers, and ecivil service men, you wiil
find immorality and druukenness going
hand in hand with Sabbath breaking and
irreiigi,on. No jvords of mine cén give
any idea of the mmount of viie (not among
the natives, but in connection with the
British population) that I have had to
contend  with ip my medical work in
Mhow. I am not writing this at ran-
dom. [am speaking of facts, that which
[ have seen. What makes it sg hard is,
that the natives 100 often class all Bhe
EBuropeans together as Christians, and
thus bring dishowour on the name of the
pure and holy One. .We need men and
women to work here among the white
heathen. . Not only to preach the Gos.
pel to the soldiers, but to give them
4 chance for a pure social life, to bring
something into their lives that will make
them fee! the shamefulness of the traps,
and pasy roads into vice that are pro.
vided for them on every side by the
Government. We have heen working
along with a few others n Mhow, to
promote this end, Lut burdened as we
are with other work, ws can merely touch
the outskirts of tve great mass of in.
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iquity. The evanaeolization of India is not
going to bz the matter of a few years’
work.  The condition of the country at
present s the outcome of centuries of
idolatry, and the upraising of the ffeot-
ple will he the work of generations. It
Is only when you are face tn face with
those great religious systems that have
moulded the mind of the East, that you
can in any way realize what the reli-
gion of Christ will have to contend with.
[ feel sure that the manner of teaching
the word of God, which is adopted in
th2 home lands, will not do for !ndia.
Ous teaching must be adapted to the
minds we have to deal with. And the
men who have a keen perception of hum.
an nature, whose sympathies are ever
alive. are the men we need here. [f they
know Christ, the Christ of love and
mercy, and have Ifis spirit whose very
assence is love, then let them come in
tlose contact with human hearts, and they
caa leave their creeds, and neatly turn-
¢ dortrinal phrases at home, for they
wil' do little good for the mass of the
people they will have to deal with here.
We can understand, “Go ye, therefore, and
tearh all nations.” It is, verily, teaching.
The very A B C of truth. Without
any o! the aids of surroundings, associa-
ticus, or even hereditary morality. Te:ch-
ing where too often hunger, want, and
sorrow are claiming the first place, and
where disease and pain of body have de-
based the mind. Oh, what we need is
love, boundless love, and patience.

1t makes me smile now, when I rememg
ber learned arguments that 1 listened
{o in the past, that proved, without a
doubt, that these people would at once
discern the difference between the spirit.
ual beauty of the miracles of Christ and
th2 groes absurdity of those performed
by their gods. They are well ealeulated
to understand. When 1 have spent

fifteen  minutes, [ruitlessly, in try-
ing to teach one of them, that
medicine taken {(hree times a day
is  the¢e same as  medicine taken in

the morning, at noon, and at night, and
bave decided that 1 had better give just
enough for one day, and make it weak,
I bhegir. to rather doubt their powers
o discern any special glory in our lLord’s
miracies, or to comprehend any subtle doc-
‘rinal details.

This is where our mission schools and
colleges help. Their minds are trained
uwot only in the secular subjects which
‘he Government system of teaching aids,
but in moral truth, in the religion of
Jesus Christ. In the mission schools the
whole atmosphere is healthy for body
and mind. It is the daily influence that
moulds 'the character, until, without un-
derstauding the change within, the schol-
ars begin to view questions of life from
a different standpoint. 1 have noticed
this very much in the boys and girls be.
longing to the boarding schools at In-
dore. Even while talking with the lit.
tle children, I feel at cnee that they are
understanding that they are alive.
We must be very broad here, as Jesus
Christ was in His life, and in His teach-
ing.

Yoa have wondered about the women
who come out so freely to Govermnent
and other dispensaries in the charge of
wmen. It is true many do, but 't isalso
true that many will not. Moreover, it
is also true that for a great many cases,
the presence of men must prevent them
from getting the treatment
most needed. In Mhow, I have had many
patients who could not come even to Ey
dispevsary, and_in almost all midwifery
cases  the patient would have to die if
uo female help were at hand. To this
question, the fact that lady Dutferin
felt it a necessity to have hospitals ex-
clusively for women, is a clear anil suf-
ficient answer. The very thought of
malz attendance is revolting to the gen-
eral mind. With many of my patients,
L had to assure them, “no men allawed,”
before I could persuade them to come
to my dispensary. There are so many
aspects of all those questions, and every-
one looks at them from their own stand-
point. It is only troublesome when any-
one thinks that his view in the only

-

which is .

view, and should be accepted. Probably
non2 o sur conclusions are right for oth-
ers, they are only the lines along which
we see most clearly, and, therefore, along
which we should work. This is at the
root of a geeat deal of iailure. Churches,
missions, ete., are organized to death. Af-
ter the Orgamizing (fommfittee have operat-
ed on the poor body they have on their
hands, until every spark of originality is
extinguished, they nvatch its expiring
throes, and exclaim on “the fajlure of
missions,” and *“the Lfelessness of church
workers.””  The secret of the success of
early missionary enterprise, was that men
were allowed to work according to their
own abilities, and along the lines tkat
God had fitted rhem for.

Well, I must close my letter now. Miss
Ross and Miss MeWilliams are out or they
would send love. We are longing to
get back to our work, every day seems
50 long now, there is so much to be
il(mo, that we would fain not lose one
day. Before we reach>l here, I had let-
ters pleading with me to return. You
cannot understand how deep our love is
for our people. Their sufferings, misery,
and ignorance, have only tended to draw
thewm mnearer to us. It was to people
like these that Jesus came. He went
in and out among them doing good. We
feel that that heart is to-day yearning
over them in infinite love. He wiil nat give
them up until every knee shall how, and
every tongue confess that He is Lord.
Ah! there is a time coming when we will
rejoice to look on them, for they shall
be the sons of God. Yours most sincere-
1y, M. GRANT FRASER. T

CIRCULAR FROM DR. COCHRANE.

The following eircular showing the re-
quirements of the Home Mission Fund,
(western section), has been sent us for
publication, by the Rev. Dr. Cochrane.
Copies have been sent, with the sums in-
serted, to all the Presbytery clerks, and
representatives of Presbyteries on the
Home Mission Committee.

My dear Sir,—The amount, required for
the current year from the Presbyteries
of the Church for Home Missjons is $68,-
000, and for Augmentation $31,000. This
calculation is made upon the grants made
last March, which in Mission work are
considerably in advance of former years,
on account of the increasing claims of
new fields in the Northwest and British
Columbia, and the continuous supply of
Mission stations, which the summer :es-
sioa in Manitoba College now enables the
Committee to give,

After a careful estimate of the nem-
bershiy and ability of the several I'res-
byteries, the sum of § has been
apportioned to the [Presbytery of

for Home Misslons, and $
for Augmentntion.

The report presented to the (General
Assembly last June, contains the names
of 342 mission fields, and 990 preaching
stavions under the care of the Committee,
with an average Sabbath attendance of
35,171 and 13,547 communieants. These
sation- contributed last year, towards the
suppert of ordinances, the sum of $63,-
553.3%, besides, in many cases, building
churches and manses, and are giving: not
ouly to the utmost of their ability, but
in most cases, far beyond many of the
members of our wealthiest city congrega,
tions '

The NorthaWest Territories continue to
appea'! for additional missionaries to
overtake  the spiritual destitution that
necessarily prevails in many of the new-
ly settled districts. Fvery year mission
stations in the Nortli-West are becoming
regularly orgamized, and aug'm’ented con-
gregations are by degrees becoming self-
sustaining. But as these are removed
from the 1ist, other fields in great nums-
bers are opened up for missionary effort.
The emigration to Manitoba and the
North-West during the present yeax;,
greatiy exceeds that of the past, and un-
less the revenues of the Committee is
very largely increased, the supply of la.
borers must fall very far short of the
demand.

British Columbia has now four Pres-
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byteries and a Synod, with 48 .,,isslﬂ“‘
fields. 168 preaching stations, five ““g-‘.
mented and seven self.sustnining "'Qn‘,;re
gations  The progress in this Pl‘ovmg:
has beet most gratifying during the past
six years, and the Committee hope tha"
as heretofore, they will he able t0 rott:.
der generous aid to our missionaries
that distant field, and encourage
Syro newly formed in giving the (0sP®
to I'resbyterian settlers, and others des:
titute o the means of grace. 'd

In the older Provigees of (uebet an‘
Ontario, among the [Proteslants spars’
ly seattercd in Roman Catholice COI”"“E-‘U
ties, among the lumbermen of the Ot#¥
wa Valley, and in the Algoma and Musk®
ka region, Home Mission work is veinf
prosecuted with renewed zeal, deservlng.
t®e sympathy and Vherality of
Chereh ait large.

Tha Augmentation Fund at preseﬂt‘ 88
sists 147 charges. " The contributions O
congregations for years past, as i85 W&
knowun. hiave on an average been 23
less thar the sum required. Unless, thf.rf:'
fore, there is considerable jncrease N
the contributions to the Fund, the (,on:
mitiee nust not only reduce l"'ese':w‘
grante, but hesitate to put pew vne® of
the list. To contemplate a reductio? .
the small stipends paid our ministers
pairfal, and can easily be pre\‘ented-;»“‘
more liberal contributions to a fund b e
has proved so helpiui in the past. .
best evidence of the value of the All!!m,eu
tation stheme, ix that the Prcsbywﬂ;
who) sec most of its workings. give m?s
liberaily for iits support. It was Wb
extreme regret, thua: (he Cn:muifbeﬁ«
May last, was compelled to reduce
grants. In mnost cases, they hav®
soil to believe that the defizit was mnn‘
up to the brethren in :illgll]ellte(l,,cda"
gregations. It is to be hoped, 110“"""‘”y
that this year, congregations wil}:ﬂd'f
their greater liberality to the ‘al"l
enakle the Committee to pay at oncé ¢
in fuli. TIn October, a large amo 8 '
has to be borrowed to pay the elal . '
of Home missionaries and augmented ¢ ¢ .
gregatio .=, I{ i:. thire o e, da~irable Ll .
congregations and missionary soci€
thouli. forward their contribution® 8
the earliest possible date, and thus ll“‘
duce, to some extent, the intex‘ei"tt
is pald.
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The announcement made jast week
the brief illness and sudden death of of
Alexander Watt came to the p(?Op]e ty
Fergus and the surrounding comm"nl,l
with a painful shock of surprise. Tnov®
Mrs. Watt had reached the advance
of 81 years, her health had been falr
good. and her family and many [ri€®
cherished the hope that she might e
spared to them for some years tO cOny
The bereavement, therefore, is pﬂinﬂf b
sudden Mrs. Watt was stricken ¥
paralysis, and. on the evening of Aug
ith, after an illuess of only three day”
her long, beautiful life, came to a PC%
ful close. In the presence of her of
band, and the surviving members of 1y )
family, to ail of whom she was dE"Oted i
attached. she passed triumpm"nt B
through her last change. FEven thov®
they chegish the memory of hes ‘hapx;g
Christian death-bed, still their 0¥ ol
80 (Jreat, that it nust bring a P“ne,.
feeling of separation and loneliness: !l,de
have the sincerest sympathy of & v 3
elrele of friends. The fumeral ©
one of the largest ever seen tr
Fergus. The services were cond? cox
el by Rev. J. Mclamis, of K2
Church, and Rev. .. B. Mullen, of rers?
Her son-in-law, the Rev. John Russ ¥ a8
byterian minister of Brussels, Onts *
also present. B

Mr. and Mrs. Watt came to .the ww;t,
ship of Nichol, from Aberdeenshires SC
land. They took a leading part in o3
organization and estabiishment Of Kl:' 3
Church, here, and for more than h#

b

and consistent members of it.
that the first communion among th
bers of the congregation, was celebrd
in the early home of Mr. and Mrs.

eif
in 1837  Ever since that time, by @ N

4]



