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Indians of Oka. Being connecteci with the Metho-
dist Cburch tbesc Indiains have the first clai-a to
the care and consideration of the Supreme Court
of the Church to whicb thcy belong. If the Confer-
ence resolutely pleads the cause of this people whohave been despoiled and whom it is slow proposed todispossess they will be supported by ail Protestant
denominations and by every fair-mindcd Roman
Catholic. The day bas surcly gone by i Canada
îvhen even the humble and helplcss cars be pcr-
secuted for conscience sake. No one prctends to
lielieve that the Oka Indians, had they remained ln
connection witit the Roman Catholic Church, %voulJ
have been molested.The feling in favour of extending the terni of
thc ministry in one charge seems to be gaining
strength and the proposaI for the change îvas stip-
l)orted by strong arguments. It failed, however, to
carry, but it is likcly to come up again. One thing
in connection with its consideration is worth noting.
A respectcd laymans in the course of his remarks
refcrred to the existence of wirepullîng on the part
of somle for the purpose of securing appointments to
the more desirable fields. The gentlemian referred
to îvas afraid that the proposed change wvould flot
lessen but miglit aggravate this cvil. If there is an>'
fousidation for the belief~ that sucb methods for
obtaining appointments arc practised, it is bighi time
to adopt means for the effectuai cbecking of a mode
of action that cannot but act injuriously on minis-
terial character, and lessen li a markeàd (lgree the
esteem and confidence of Christian people in the
isprigbtness and honourable dealing of the ministry.
In this respect the ministers uf ail churchcs must
have dlean hands if they wish to rctain thecir minis-
terial usefulness.

On moral and social questions the Conférence
bas pronounced with the vigour and tlirectness char-
acteristic of Metbodisi On tbe temperance ques-
tion ther:flis been no retrogicssion, rather a deter-
mination to advance vigorously in the direction of
prohibitioni. There îvas an effort made to make the
use of tobacco an ecclesiastical offence ; no ine
quoted Spencer's sonnet beginning, " i-ail, divin.e
tobacco," or even Ralph Erskine's " Thus think and
sfuoke tobacco." The habit was denotinced in most
vigoreus terms even by those wbo were not pre-
pared to go as far as others in the mattýr oi eccles-
iastical legislation. On the advice of leadiing mes i
the Conference a resolution condemnning the use of
the weeu and earnestly counselling its discontinuance
was adopted.

The letter of Dr. Laing, Moderator of the Gen-
cral Assembly, expressing regret for bis absence îvas
a model. It expres,.;fd in briefest formi the fraternal
courtesies pertinent to the occasion, and evoked
evidences of the hecarty goodl feeling existing between
the two bodies. Long may that continue. And it
is within the liues of sober truth to say that thure is
a desire for dloser fcllovslip and co-operation imall
forms of Christian work on the part of both
Churches that exercise so great an influence on the

- spiritual and moral life of the Canadians people.

THE AFR1CAN SLA VE TRADI-.

AI1.L great evils die bard. They become imbed-
Pjded in the social fabric, and it takes long for

the popular mind tu.,aîvakens to the perception that
they are evils and that they must be dislodged. AIl
moral reforms have to go tbrough well-defined
stages before they reach their triumph. People
must first bc convinced that reform is necessary.

Many have no doubt thas: certain moral and social
reformns are highly desirable and ougbt to be
achieved, but thcu biave only a tanguid interest in
seeing their accomplisbment. r'o lift this dead
weigbt. of indifference is oftcns the bardest wark that
even philanthropists of the rnost earnest type have
to encounster. Thens there are many who have a
direct interest* in the gains that ýrreat evils are the
means of bringing. Those wvbo cannot defend
social wrongs on moral grounds faîl back on the
last Ue of defence and plead vested rights as a rea-
sQfl for Ieaving abuses undisturbed. In tbe end that
entrenchment also is carried, and then ail are dis-

Sposed to dlaimi a direct share iu briugiug about the
'~reforms wbose first advocates were bran ded as
Cimpracticable crauks.

But moral victories.9unce achieved mnust be main-

tained. Human nature under the most favourable
conditions is inclined to lapse. Tbe bouse that is
swicpt and garoished may bccome the resting-place
of spirits more wicked thans those ejected. Recent
cvents lu connection* witli the slave trade ln the
South Sea Isl4nds and on the African Continent
prove that «Ithe sum of aIl the villainies," human
slaveiy, is far frorni being a thing of the past: Wben
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emancipation wvas effectcd by Great Britain inl 1834
it wvas thought that it would soon be endcd cverv-
wvhere. It lingered in the United States tilt tie
famous proclamation of Abraham Lincoln wipcd
out the stain tliat disfigurcd their history tilt 1863.
The slave trade in the United States led to the

tmost gîgantic civil war of modern ti:ncs, but the end
wvas gaincd. Slavery vas washed ont in blood.
Vet after ail efforts at the suppression of the Afri-
can slave trade, it is rcmarkable that it is being
~-ctended b>' indefatigable Arabs wlio are lacking
i i the ordinary feelings of humanity. As is invari-
ably the case whrcvcr slavery cxists, the most
revolting cruelties are perpetrated on the wretched
victi:ns of this accurscd traffic. The bcnevolent
members of the Jîrussels Confcrence have met,
deliberai.2d, formulated resolutions condcmning sia-
very, and have departed much satisfiedl with lî îtir
labours, but the slave hutnteri are as numerous anid
ferocious as cvcr.

The startling newvs of last wvcek froin Zanzibir
that a proclamation permitting tlhe prosecution of
the slave trade ini the Africantc rritory under Ger-,
man control bas raised quite a commotion. The
excitement occasioned by the publication of the
statement iF in itself a hecaithy sign. It is far more
hopeful than if it lîad been rec.cived with tunconcermn.
1 lad the matter been unnotcd it is in every way
probable that the slave trade would have obtained a
fresh impetus fromn the apathy of thic Christiail
nationis that desire the extension of human frcedomi.
Whilc thîe relations betwcen the British and Germaii
nations have of late been oi an amicable character.
brouglit about by visits of courtesy on the part of
the imperial and royal famnilles, and recent diplo.
matic negotiations, Britishî manlhood has spoken out
in unimistakable terms regarding this iiiilooked-for
eýncouragement of slavery under Gerinan influcnce.
The strong moral sentiment of Great lritain will
sustain the Governinent lnu makling the rnost ciuer-
g'etic protests .igainst what is roundlydnuneda
ai) outrage.

Fromn Gerinany witlîin the past few days denials
have corne that sucb proclamation has been issned,
but these denials are far from bein- gracionsly
reccived. A military gentleman has been des-
patc..-cI :o Bagamoyo to make enquiries as to the
real state of affairs there, and has hastened to tele-
graphi a general denial, whichi, Yke ail other state-
ments of the kind, lias been received with incredu-
lity. This is accouinted for by the tone of the Ger-
man prcss, wvhich, %-ile disputing the accuracy of
despatches that anaounced the proclamation, use
e.xtenuating expressions, as for instance ." Deter-
ained as it has hitherto been to relentlessly oppose
slave-hunting and professional trading ini slaves, thte
Gerinan Govcrniment reserves to itsclf the chrilce of
the proper moment to further restrict slaverv." It is
-stated that the report of the proclarn atiun vîll likely
bc traceil to the Arab dealers, wvho. if the denials
are credible, thought thcy coulqi force the hand of
the German authorities wvbo thus would be led to
give their sanction to the slave trade. At ail events
the affair bas shown that the friends of humanity are
on the alert. It will only strengthen the determi-
nation to use cvery le-gîtimate effort to suppress a
traffiac that is an outrage on human nature and in
direct defiance of the Gospel law of love.

Another instance of the persistence of the slave-
tz7affickers occurred in South Africa last week. It is
statcd that a i>ortuguese steamner on its wvay froin
Mozambique loaded witb a cargo of kidnapped
natives put into Cape Town. Efforts were made
to detain tbe vessel, but the tribunal decided tbat it
was powerlcss to interfere. Ir. the meantime four-
teen of the unhappy victîms made their escape.
Here agorin the do.nothing policy of the court came
in, but this time it operated in favour of the
escaped slaves. It declîned to exercise its authority
for the recapture of the runaways. A leadiîig Lon-
don paper urges that the British Government
sbould remonstrate with the Cape Town authorities
for their remisness, and enforce -the measures for
the suppression of slavery. From these and many
other recent instances it is evident that those inter-
ested in this vile traffi: are determined to carry on
and extend, if possible, the abominable trade in the
helpless natives of Africa. The friends of the Gospel,
ail interested in Christian missions must, if the work
they love becflot bindered, earnestly seek the entire
suppression of slavery. In thîs, as in other things,
eternal vigilance is the prîce of liberty. io*w can it
be expected that the Gospel can gain acceptance
with the native races if Christian nations export rm
and rifles for tbeir destruction, and stand tamely by
white humanity is outraged in tbe stealing, buying
and selling of the weaker tribes. Slavery is doomned,
but ail who connive at it incur quilt and condem.
nation.

]Books anb fI)aga3ille.
1300K Naws. (l'hiladelpha John %'annamaker.)-Mýany busy

people with Iiterary taslcs have littIe lime te readi the boocks they
wud like toitad. Ont mtthod, ci compensation is lIo xead abuut
thie books tbat are constantly mslcing their appearance. Book I.wes
cvery month givcs much inseresting information concerning tlie doings
in thie literary wotld.

FtoaMtM. *.. G. WVatson, aof<the Willard Tract Dei i -tory, we
have receivec oI les of thice of "l Pansy's " admirable stofies. They
appcar in neat and attractive faim, and are offèted sa a price that
1-rings <hemn within the rcach of a&D. Their wide circulation will do
good and convey pleasure toaai into whose hands they may corine. The
stories are I lLinks in Rebecca's Lite," IlClirissie's Endenývour," and

%frs. Solomun Smith Looking On."
MKs&% lfl"IATON, b MIN î.~& Co., of %<lon, announce fur

p'ublication <bis month I"A New and Complete Issue of <lhe Works of
jatileb Russell Lowell, in <heur Riveriide Edition." They also
announce a limited issue of a Large paier Edition or Mr. Lowell'î
cromplete woîks. Amrong 'oher wozks annnunced by <bis ilm may
be iinentioncî] l " conomnic and Social Ilistoty oi New England,
1fi20 1780," 11Y Milliam Il. Weeden ; IlThe Gentlemian's Magahine
1 ibrary, Voal o," Il Atci.,ectutal Antiquities," a popular editian in
one volume of Ralph Maldi, Emerson's Il Nature," IlLectures and
Adolresscs," and" Reptesentative %Ien."

Till, N4,.Lbît Ii.1-tJ%1RAt'I[s MNA-.AIt. (New Votk :Mac.
nillan & Co)> F. Masion Crawford opens thie Sertembet nunibel:
wittî a most interestine histurical palier on *1 Philippine WVelser,"
whîch as colpiou!,ly îllubtrateJ. Thé lon. Ma<îdé Stanley discasses
<lhe leevant qluestion anud Mr. WVoodall, M.P.. tells about I l'otters;
in Rhineland." Other papeis in <bis attractive issue are IlOvetiond

fiont Iîndia," I A Glinîpse ul.Osterly l'atk." Il Education and Work-
ing Mlen," "lThe lieetsteàk Roit at thie Lyceum," and the

Iidentification aof <riminals in France." Williams Morris' story
"<Aititing Plains'" is conaileted. The prescrnt number completea <the
scverith volume of <bis e\cellent magazine.

Tir> lW'EKî,. ly lames Btrand, 1).!., pabtor of First Congrega.
<aunaI Church, Oberlin, Ohio. (Chicago : Advance Publishing Ca.)

Dr. Brand lias written a little tratate ini condemnation of tabacco,
ini which strilcing lacis and urgent arguments are skillully nîasRalled

against one of <thc most prevalent ofth<le bad hiabits of our lime. lie
dlkcusses the causes oi the rapid spread o!(<the tolsacce habit. gilits
,orne curiaus instances of legal and moral efforts for its restriction,

and details <the physacal, soial, financial and moral ettect-. aif<lie use
ofth<le weed. The proposition lie cstablishes is "<lihat the tobaccu
habit siti is to.day is physically, socialy, financially, rnnally anti
mnrally. a liurtful, dangerous, an.! degrading vice."

0-4K ofth<le important fratures aif<the coming vuluiue ut the
Cesseur, 41ftiga4nt will be a series of paiera on IlTibet," wrt<ten îîy a
well tuuîlified and adventuriui Ametican traseller, Mr. W. WVaadtlle
Rockhull. tormerly outh<le Ameticau D[iplomatic Service, wio lias
recently ietumneil frong a long and penlous journey tliraugb <lie
inknowvn lcatt of Asia. For 'ven bundred miles lic passed through
a cauintay where rio white man h:art ver set foot. iourneyinR, 01
cuaurse, in disguisc. Il is anly witliin thie last few veats that <lie:
Chinese have b-cn abile ta plant <bemselves in <li country lie traveleed
thicugh, su hostile have thie natives always shown themse!ves. 'at is
said that in Tibet neatly every crime is punislied by tlie imposit-on o
a fine, and <liat niurder is by no means an expensive luxurv This.
f course, greatly jocteases the danger of <rave! in <liat rematkable

land. The series will Le fially illustrated.
AlisaE's 'MARRIA<;E. Jy P. Il. C. tPhiladelpa : The Aneti

can Sabbath Scliool Union.)-"« I do flot lire <atemadl <bis tucak,
laecause it makes me se angry." raid a lady ; but yau, tny lic suit
alie did read ilto<atP* end!. Wiay were lier angry feelings excited i
ilecause she saw Ainice petsecuted, made miseralile and almost
brouglit ta deatli ly <lie efforts ai lier Roman Catliolic husband and
Criends to mace lier unite with <bat churcli. tnfortunately shle bar
become erigaged taelie married lietore she learned that lier a=cctd
lover was an adlierent aif<lie Romisli communion. Wkes the dis.
covery was mnade lier mother refused ta consent toe<the mhrage ; but
the abjections were finally waived, witli <le understanding thsa the
Protestant girl was ta be leit entireiy fiee in <lie exercise aoflier re-
ligious faith. l-lowever, such pledges liave been made anad broken
su aiten that tlie reailer need net lie surprised teo (md that tlie pro.
mises made ta Ainice were persistently violatet wlien ase was
brouglit inta a Catliolic Louseliald. Most strentrons attempts were
made to keep lier from superintending thie education cf lier eildren,
in aider <bat <bey miglit fot imbibe Protestant sentiments. Wttat
crafty and unscrupulous people hide their trickery under tlic guise ai
religion ! But <lie reader will flnd ail <bis out. and we will nat spoil
<lie interest by anticipating tlie end. Thse book gi make its mark.

Rte[ou'n c, oi lsitNFtuDT; or, The Leaven oif<lie Reforma-
lion. A Story aoflie 'rimes of William tlie Silent. Ey Johna W.
Spear. (l'hiladelphia: Thse Ansctican Sunday Scheel Union.)-
This is a histarical s<ory. I<lcùpens in Ounber, rS 66. Philip IL. was
king ai Spain. then one ai <he mightiest realma on tlie ear<li. The
dark ages, se called, liad passet!, but certainly <hat period was dark
enougli. Thie greit Protestant Reformation was working lîlce leaven:
It vias felt <lirougliaut every Roman Catliolic country. Thse Rcrnish
Cliurcli, allied witli <le civil power, was using every means of cuift
and cruelty tu suppresa <lie Reformation. People who embraced
reiormed püinciples did it a< <lie cost of fortune, llierty and even
life. Il was a short step ftom thle Inquisition te the pl=c i death.
IVomen were walled op a.Zve and leit to peri, fansUies were sev-
ered, parents wcrc <urned against childien and chlldren against
parents. The power aif<lie Romish Churcli, ope&. and secret, ex.
extended everywliere. Tliosewlia uttered even thie sligbtest cuiticisi
upon tlie doings of the Cisurcli were hiable ta severe puisharient.
Rudoîpli,<lie son ai a titled Iamily, became a Vrotestant. Catholic
emisais were lient an nsaking lin recant or die. He was talcen
front bis awn faihet's casie ta suifer torture, which hle escaped only
by tlie intervention of a snonk wlo %ýs not wliat leie semed. He

was separated [romn lis betrotbed and the engagement dèelared. :YoWd.
Tlirilling adventistes keep thse reader upon tlie aleri,anid there 'a
mystery whiéb cornes into tlie stozy earil, and is ot alved tuntil- the
close. Ther are readeus wlo may catch tlie spirit 51 "fogmer trnses
better from a historial stary.thantram actual histoxy.
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