536

I'HE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

{Avoust 18th, 1886,

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,
weee PUBLISHED BY THE e
Prosbyterian Printing and Publishing Company
C BLACKETT ROBINSOUN),

AT 5 JORDAN STREET, - TORONTO.

JTrrMs : $2 pet annum, tn advance

ADVERTISING TERMS :(—Under 3 months, 1o cents per line
per insertion, 3 months, $1 per line, 6 munths, 1.0 pes 11ne, 3 yeat
$2.50. Noadvertivements charged at lecs than }:re lines None other

han L e adverti taken

EASTERN GENERAL AGENT.

Mr. Watier Karr—fur many ycars an esieemed cldet
of our Church  isthe duly authotized agent for TR CANAUA
PressyTErIAN.  He will collect ourstanding accounts, and
take names of new subscribers.  Friends are invited to give
any assistance in their power to Mr. Kerr in all the congre-
gations he may visit.

TORONTO. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 1886,

FFOR reasons hest known to uself, the Mas/, in its
editorial colummns, has seen meet to permit the inser.
tion of a reference to the personal relationship of the
proprietor of THE CANADA PRESBVTERIAN. Initsun-
gainly equestrian feats with the Protestant Horse it
somctimes suffers its legend about gentlemen writing
for gentlemen to fall into abeyance. Like the Empe-
sor of the Low Countries, the M/ 1s always kind to
its own.

AS a practicalillustration of what we said last week
about catechists in the mission field, we give the
fellowing facts, which we believe are entirely correct.
One of our catechists in the Muskoka field expected
that he would be ordained soon after the meeting of
the General Assembly. The people on his ficld
were delighted with the prospect of having one
among them to dispense ordinances.  Arrangements
were made for the dispensation of the Lord’s supper,
and twenty-cight new members were to be received.
eleven children were awaiting baptism, and a number
of marriages were looming up in the distance—and
the distance was not very great either The Assembly
gave tuc Presbytery no authority to ordain the cate-
chist. What is the result? Some of the new mem-
bers will remain out of the Church until the Mission
Superintendent visits the ficld, and most likely some
of them forever. The Methodist minister will marry
the young pcople, pocket the money, and possibly .
draw some of them into the Church. He will, no
doubt, baptize some of the children, and possibly
make Metliodists of some of their parents.  And this
is what we call workir. 3 our Home Mission effectively.
We split hairs about ordination in the General A' sem-
bly, and talk ligntly about our high standard of minis.
terial qualificaiions, and the Meihodists take our peo-

dle.

THE reports from Belfast during the past weck
have been appalling. That such rioung and blood-
shed were possible in a British city 1n broad daylight
is a disgrace to our cnvilization, not to say anything of
our Chnistanit'.  No one at this distance, probably
no one on the spot, can accurately appostion the
blame. All we know is that hundreds of citizens
of one of the chief cities of the Empire shot each |
other down hke dogs on the public strects. That
alone is enough to make any Briton hang his head
with shame. There can be no doubt that the ewik
passions roused at the late election had a guod deal 1
to do with this butchery. The inflammable material
was there, and demagogues—-on both sides no doubt
—put the match to it. The result is that about fifty

human beings have been murdered n the streets and
many more wounded, of whom, doubtless, a number
will die. Signs are not wanting that there are men
in Onta: .0, some of them making very high preten-
tions t: spirituality, who would reproduce the Relfa.s
riots ,» Ontario if they could bolster themselves and
their failing causes up by so doing. Every such man,
whether Catholic or Protestant, should be treated as
an enemy of the commonwealth, no matter how much
he whines about his superior piety  In 2 mixed com-
munity like ours the man who throws fireworks -
among the people to promote his own selfish end is
little better than as anarchist.

CONSIDERABLE excitement was caused in Toronto
last week by the arrest of several prominent officials
and a well known coal dealer on a charge of conspi-
racy to defraud the city. For the credit of the capital
of Ontario we hope every one of them will be able
to clear himself. I[n common with all good citizens,
there is just one thing we would insist on seeing done.
Let the matter be probed to the very bottom, and
let no guilty man ¢scape, however pronunent and
influential he may be.  If there are other persons in-
volved let them be arrested, arraigned and tried. If
Mayar Howland, and those who are with him, break
down half way in their efoats to punish the guilty, it
were better far that they had not taken the first step.
The old plar of passing by the reallyresponsible partics
and punishing the braksman on the last car for a
railway accident is Jemoralizing to the public mind.
There are too many people, even in Toronto, who think
there is ono law for the rich and another for the poor.
Perhaps ‘hey have at times too much reason for so
thinking. It would be better for the city to pay four
prices for its coal than to furnish peaple with another
illustration of the fact that there arc offenders the law
cannot reach..  If Mayor Howland is prepared to put
the law in motion against every offender, thc people
will sustain him. If he takes the brakesman and is
afraid to attack more prominent offenders—if such
there are—>Mayor Howland 1s doomed neat January.
He is engaged n a kind of work just now that docs
not admit of half measares.

THE clergy are the most lectured men in the world,
Besides the publications devoted specially to their
benefit, one can scarcely pick up & magazine or news.
paper without secing some directions about how to
read, ot how to preach, or how to pray. Much that
is written, especially from the layman’s standpoint,
is valuable because it shows what people are thinking
about ti.c pulpit, and that is a good thing for a
preacher to know. A good deal is very senseless,
more especially the homihes on the details of nims-
terial hfe. One wniter lays cut the mimster's week
something like this: Monday, odd jobs ; Tuesday,
sermons . Wednesday, fimsh sermons; Thursday,
literature , Friday, wnting ; Saturday, touch up ser-
mons. What could be more delightfully simple. Bui
supposing the minister has to attend Presbytery on
Tuesday and go to a funerzl on Wednesday, and
drive cight or ten miles to see a sick panishioner on
Thursday, and is sick himself on Friday. What
comes of the beautiful arrangemeut? All minute
rules regulating the work of a busy mmuster, or, for
that matter, any public man, are rubbish. A man who
serves the public must just work the best way he can.
The best plan for one week may be the worst for
another. Emergencies may arise at any moment
and break up the best laid plan. One rule which
holds good generally is to break the back of the week’s
work as early in the week as possible. Tuesday is
a good day for sermons for some men. For others
it is not good, as the sermon gets cold on their hands
before Sabbath, The best way for each man to work
1s the way he can work best.

IT always gives Canadians much pleasure to see
1 representative of our young nation wake up an audi-
ence of stolid Englishmen with a 1ousing good speech.
Seldom has this been done with more effect than by
our ncighbour, Dr. Sutherland, the other day in his
splendid uddress tothe British Conference. Keferring
to the habit that Englishmen have of calling the
United States America, the Doctor said :

Some of them seem to regard st as of small extent and
little value, while their geography is so vugue that they
make nc distinction betwees us and our covsins across the
international boundary, bu speak of the whole continent
simply as America. Ip onc sense they are right; the
whole continent is America; but not that same Ametica.
(Lzughter.) Awerican America is one thing—a very
grand thing; but British America is another, and
we do nct wam that distinction to be lost sight
of. Tlien, as to extent, there is a fact which I like to
emphasize, because our American brethren surpass us in so
many things. They have the largest population, and the
bigpest rivers, and the tallest mountains, and can raise
larger pumpkins than any oth v land beneath the sun—
(laughter) —~and so it affords me satisfaction to be ablc to
say that in the Dominion of Canada we have a territory
larger than the whole of the United States, with Alaska
thrown in. {Hear, hear.) Truce, a part of our mritor)'
Yies somewhere around th2 North Pole—(laughter)—but if
our American cousins can boast that they possess Boston,
which has been called the *“ hub of the universe,” we may
bo pardoned fo- cheriszung a little pride in the fact that we

own the Notth ole, although, as yet, we have not tumed
it to much practical account.  {Loud laughter.)

Scriously, our guod neighbours across the lines have
no right to monopolize the term American. We Cana
dians are Amcricans and own more than half the
Continent.  There are two nations over here as ali
Englishmen should know. Our nation ts not as big
as the other one, but bigness is not .he main thing.
Our neighbours have hetter things than their bigness,
ard we too may have some good things about us,
though, asa nation, we arc not very large. It is hiy,h
time that all Englishmen knew that there are two
Awncrican nations.

BELLIGERENT BELFAST,

A PAINFUL result of the excited feeling that prevailed
during the recent election campaign in Great Rritain
is seen in the deplorable state of things in the city of
Belfast.  Day after day despatches come telling of
the wild work n progress in what was rightly cun-
sidered the quict, nrderly and most progressive city in
Ireland.  ‘The fiercest passions were let loose, and
opposing mobs attacked each other with the most
savage fury, To say that there was a reckless disre-
gard of the value of human life would obviously con.
vey but an inadequate idea of the ungovernable hatred
that found vent for itself in murderous onslaughts
prolonged for days. The numberkilled outright and
those whose wounds werc fatal is great, some accounts
placing it at about fifty, Those who received. serious
injurics from tissiles and still more deadly weapons
must,in the nature of the case,be very numerous. Each
faction 1s, 1t seems, anxious to conceal from the other
the actual number of losses inflicted in these culpable
conflicts. More lives have been lost and more men
have been disabied than 13 sometimes the case in a
decisive battle in regular warfare.

It is said that there has been but little destruction
of property comparativesy.  The Catholics occasion-
ally attacked the dwellings of Protestants, who some-
t:mes‘retaliated n a sumilar manner,  Liguor shops
were attacked and plundered, but the deadly hatred
prompted the combatants to seck the destruction of
each other.  I'he police were unable to do much 1n
checking the disturbances, because they themselves
were objects of dislike, especially to the Orange rio-
ters. Apprehending trouble, the late Insh Secretary
1s crgdited with having drafted a large number of the
constabulary force from Roman Catholic districts
who were therefore objects of suspicion and distrust to
the DProtestants. These protectors of the public
peace were themselves severely handled, several of
them having lost their lives in attempts to quell the
riots. Only when the disorder was becoming unen-
durable was a sufficient force of military brought to
the scene of action, who, after vigorous efforts, have
been able to bring active hostilities to an end.

Pohical feeling 1n the North 6f Ireland yet runs
high. To it is largely traceable the exasperation
that has led to such deplorable results. ‘This excite-
ment is manifest in the contradictory theories as to
the purpose and origin of these disturbances. Each
party is trying to place responsibility for these dread-
ful outbreaks on the other. There is no doubt that
during the clectoral campaign and before it there
was much incendiary speaking by leading men of
different political parties. Nationalist threatened
Orangeman, and Orangeman decfied Nationalist.
Wild incendiary harangues too often lead to riotous
and bloody work among the masses. It has clearly
been so in the North of Ireland. I! may be that
the political leaders never contemplated the dreadful
re-ults that followed cloce upon the election. They
would be unworthy of the place the; occupy if for a
moraent they contemplated such a thing. The en-
thusiasm they sought to arousc was to terminate at
the ballot-box, but unhappily it lasted longer and went
much farther.  Itis so much easier to arouse lawless
hate than to subdue it. Any man may incite a mob
to ungovernable fury, while possibly not one in twenty
has the rare faculty of restoring an angry crowd to
peaceable and law-atiding pucposes. Liere is a
stoong desire amongst the Belfast citizens for the
appomtment of a Government Commission to enquire
into the causes of this mimic civil war. This desire
is eminently proper and reasonable. An acc rate
knowledge of all the circomstances would lead to the
prevention of similar deadly outbreaks.

Sad as the wanton destruction of human life in
these riots has been, deplorable as are all the cir-



