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MODERN UNBELIEE,
WY THE REV. PRINCIPAL MAUVICAR, Db, LLLD,,
MONTREAL.

Various methods are cmployed by unbelievers in
propagating their views, and more especially there is
a preference shown for clementary and lgher edu.a-
tion Leing made intensely secular, and for teachers
and professors who ignore the vor. e of God i revela
tion. Unfortunately, these cucmies of truth are, in
many mstances, mded by the eaercise of a spunous
hiberality, or by the power of sectanan bigotry, mak-
ing it impossible for the Churches to agere amony
themsclves upon the elements of Christian mmstruction
which should be included in the work of public edua-
tional institutions.

Advocates of the old scusuahist plilosophy of
France are now engaged i degrading mvan to the
level of the biutes, i persuading hun that he was the
ofspringg of creeping things, all body, and no soul,
Materialists, Postivists and Pantheasts abt agree m
confounding physial, moral and spiotual laws, thus
sapping the foundations of morality as well as of re-
tigion ; while another school of thought professed to
regard all fonins of religion as having the same ongn,
being sun}nl)- the Yruduu of the human nund, by a
pmcess of natural evolution.  Thus everythng that
was divine and truly distinctive of Christiamty was
ignored.  The enthustastic disciples of this philos-
ophy lived and moved in asort of incandescent fog of
ligcmhl), and debghted movague meaningless state-
ments about suience, usthetiasin, agnostiasi, and
the like.

Sceptics were roused to do their worst by the very
success of the Gospel, whose progress during the Lust
century had been unprecesdented.  With increased
facilities for disseminating truth Chnstianity bas -
fused its spirit, more of less, into the hterature and
science of all the great progressive races of the world.

Among the trivmphs of the truth may be instanced
the abolition of slavery, the reformation of the crimi-
nal codes of the clviiuc\' uations, the clevation of
woman, the observance of the Lord's Day as a scason
of rest, the establishment and direction of educational
and humane mstitutions of every description, the
improvement of international relations, lessening the
horrors of was, and teaching nations to settle ther
quarrels by rational arbitration.

In view of such triumphs it was not surprising that
the encmy was busy in propagating unbehef. With re-
gard to the question, viz., the best method of counter-
acting modern unbelief, the answer was : Notlung but
the revealed truth of the living God, accompaned by
the Holy Ghost, could accomplish this task.

t. We should seck tomake a fulland loving procla-
mation of God’s saving message to all men, and this
should compretiend a clear and systematic course of
nstruction 1n all the great doctrines of grace. Nor
should the ethical and devotional teachings of the
Bible be withheld, for truth accurately formuliated
and carnestly proclaimed was the proper antidote
of error. But more than dogma was needed. Men
might be sound and at the same time cold and dead ;
and a wavering, theonzing, dead nunistry was un-
questionably onc of the most potent causes of un-
belief, while men full of faith and of the Holy Ghost
were the most  cffective in bamshing it.  Hence
the duty of all bedievers at this tume o be carnest
and impostunate m  prayer that God would call
and inspire with heroic faith and courage u great
army of strony men, who, with honesty of purposc and
personal conviction of the truth, would beat back the
advancing hosts of unbelic! men who are not set
upon lofty, sacerdotal pedestals, and who do not re-
quirc to expend thewr encrgies in maintaining eccles-
astical forms and dignity, and who, without any
feigned cundescension, can come down 10 the homes
of the people in the true spirit of the Master, 10 seck
and to save the lost.

2. To meet prevailing unbelicfs, we required crin-
cal books on Apologetics, covenng all the points of
modern attack, and specially adapted to our own
day. ‘This difficult undentaking needed much sancti-
fied skill and learning The Church must carefully
train her own sons to b~ scienusts and critics, not in
any nariow, bigoted spirit, or apart from the great
universitics of the world, but rather by enabling them
to participate in the life and culture of those institu-
tions, and to be fully acquainted with the investigations
and discoveries of the age.

3. We required more thorough Biblical instruction
in the family, where the foundations of true picty and
Christian stability were laid, and where persons were
forufied against tk- deadly assaul's of unbehef,

4. The spirit of Christianity must be infused more
fully into colleges and all institutions for higher cul-
ture. There should be in all such places men
who arc not afraid or ashamed to call themselves
Christians, and who can speak of Christ and Christian-
ity, of the facts and principles of revelation, with as
much naturainess amr decision as others talk ahout
the strata of the carth or the stars of heaven,

5. We required to putforth missionary efforts com-
mensurate with the wants of the world,

6. ‘The thought of Christian stewardship with respect
to money and money's worth must orcupy its true
place in the Church. Sordidness, meanness, and
appatling untruthfolness with sespect 10 what men
can or vannot afford to do for the Gospel’s sake are
characteristic sins of Christendomn at this moment.

In combating unbelief, men must learn that the
strongest parts of their creeds were those which
they hcld along with all Chiristians, and the weakest
parts those which tbey held alone.  "The unity of the
mystie al body of Chrst inust be mamntained. 1t must
be unmistakably apparent that they were all one 1n
Chinst, with ane heart and ane apnil, pleading for the
presence and the power of s Spue that when the
victory was rained, as assuredly it would be at s,
all the hanour and glory nught be to ihis name

NLERLD.
1480 THe giveth His beloved sleeps

He sces whea thue fiansicgs faitet, when thar neants grow
weak and faint

He warks when thelr strength is failing, and listens to each
complaint §

He bids them rest for a season; for the pathway has grown
toustec),

And flded in fair green pastuges, e giveth Hlis Loved
ones sleep.”

Like weary and worneout travelless that-sigh for the day
light’s close,

He knows that they oft are longing for home and ts sweet
lc'mc H

So Hecatls than an fiom thet lalwuts crethe shadows ar send
them creey,

And silclmlv .\:':\lchin;: a'er them, ** He giveth His luved ones
seep.

.

He giveth it, O so gently! as a mother v Il hush to
test

The babe that she softly pillows so tenderly on ner breast.

Forgotten are now the tnals and sorruws that made them

) weep

For many a suuthing promise, ** He giveth His woved ones
sleep.”

He giveth it ! Friends the deatest can never this Ixvon be-

stow ;

But he touches the drovping eyelids and placid the featuses
grow;

Their foes may gather around them and storms may atoun.’
them sweep 3

But, guarding them safe from danger, ** e giveth His loved
ones slecp.”

Weep not that their toils are over ; weep not that their race
is run :

Gud grant we may rest ascalmly when our work, like thars,
is done !

Till then we would yicld with gladness our treasures to Him
1o keep,

And tepuice in the sweet assurance, ** He giveth s loved
ones steep,”

LAW, DEATH- GOSPEL, LIFE.--11.

Sin, by occasion of the resisting command, breaks
out the more fiercely.  Hence the law is only the oc-
casion, and sin dwelling i us is the cause, as the
shining of the sun is the occasion why a dunghill
sends forth 1ts filthy savour ; it s the corruption and

utrefaction therein that is the cause ; so here the
ight of the lnw shining and discovering sin and duty
is the occasiop of sin's irritation and increase; hut
corruption itself is the causc,

The man that is under the law, joined to 1t as his
head, hath no strength for lus work, and the law gives
him none and so he cannot live unto God ; but the
believer can say . *“ In the Lord have I righteousness
and strength.”  Others have no strength to produce
spiritual actions ; sin domineers over them, and they
have no ability 10 shake off the yoke of s, their
strength being but weakness. The believer has
strength in his Head. “ Al things are possible to them
that believe.,” Oh believer, be strong in the grace
that 1s 1n Christ.  Ob, it is strange, the grace that is
in Him, is i thee, as the life that is in the heartis
in the toc, the foot, the utmost members! There is
a communication of vital strength and influences from
the heart and the head to all the members. The be-
liever's grace is in Christ ; and the grace in Christ is
in the believer, Here is a mystery to the world ;
but yet that mystery 1s wrapt up n that word, * Be
strong n the grace that isn Christ Jesus”; * My
grace shall be sufficient for thee, and My strength
shall be perfect in thy weakness.”

In Chriet, his new Head, he hath liberty. Under
the law the man is under Londage, severe bondage to
the command of perfect obedience upon pain of death
and damnation, and so under bondage to the curse
of the law, and fear of God's everlasting wrath, and
therefore he can do notliing. He hath neither heart
nor hand to serve God ; but in Christ he hath liberty.
“1f the Son make you free, you are fre ~indeed ” This
is the glorious liberty of the children of God, begun in
time, whereby they are not in case to live unto God.
Now he is at liberty to serve spicitualiy, hopefully,

o m e T 1 e < et 2 Al il —eh

aceeptably.  * His labour shall not be in vain in the
Lord™  *“He s oo copted in the Beloved."

Ounr Head having performed perfect obedsence, the
whole body 15 reputed as having done . His dong
is ours, because we are in Him, as our Head, “ace
cepted n the Belmed.” O, what sweet liberty is
here! What a sweet foundation for spintual and
acceptable service and hvng unte God *--Rualph
Erskine,

WHAT WE OWE 1o FPORLIGN MISSIQWNS,

1t 1s the fashion in some (uatters to scoff at mission.
atics, to receve theirreports with mereduliny, to look at
them at best as no more than hanless enthusiasts, pro-
per subjects for paty, if not for ndicule. The records of
missionary work 1 South Africa must be ablank page
1o those by whom such ideas are entertained.  We
owe it 1o our inisstonaries that the whole refrion has
been opened up.  Apart from their special service as
preachers, they have done unportant work as pioneers
of cavalization, as geographers, as contnibutors to philo-
ol rescatch, Of those who bave taken part in tlus,
Muflat's naurie is not the best known.  Moffat, it may
be saud, has laboured and other men have emtered
wito his labour.  Livingstone has come afier him, and
has gone Leyond lim, and has linked his memory
forever with the records of the South African Church.
Speke and Stanley have become houschold names
where Moffat has been unknown or has been for-
gotten i his uwn simple words it never occured to
hin, while coming among the Bechuanas, that he
should obtain the applause of men.  His onc care was
for those among whom he had cast his lot. He was an
enthusiast of course  a man woud be worth httle for
mussiunary enterpnsesf he were not this at atl events,
But he was an enthusiast with a clear _sensc of the
night incans to employ for the accomplishment of his
unscliish task.  He had a message to deliver of love
and of peace, and hie must prepare men to receive it by
mstructing them in the ants of peace.  The progress
of South Africa has been mamly due to men of Motfat's
stamp.  In him, as in David Livingstone, it is hard to
say which character has predonunated, that of the
missionary proper or that of the teacher and guide.
Certain it 1s that, apart from the special stitnulus they
felt as proclaimers of the Gospel message, they would
uever have thrown themselves as they did into the
woith to which their lives were conscerated. It
was by no zeal for the spread of civihization on its own
a count that they passed weary years {abouring and
teaching amonyg savage tribes, anmid dangers of every
kind, amd privations of which they themselves made
light, but which only a sense of their ngh spiritual
mission could have prompted them to face and un-
dergo.--London  Times.,

SET 14HE YOUNG MEN TO WORA.

In an article on the relation of young men to the
work of the Church, the Nushoille Christian Advocate
says: The modesty that is often the accompanimment
of merit prevents young men of the finest quality from
thrusting thcemselves forward. It is only when the
conviction of dutyis very powerful that they will come
to the front with the offer of volunteer service. So
unusual is it i some locahties for a young man to
exhibit openly a desire for carnest and aggressive
Christian work, that the moment one does manifest
such an aspiration anrd purpose it 1s said on all sides:
“tie 15 called to preach.” Thedea of a truly earnest
and active Christian life on any other basis scems to
be inconceivable to some persons.  The conservative
principle, carried to an extreme in this matter, be-
comes harmful to the Church. It drags along in the
well-worn ruts of a changeless routine.  There is no
wfusion of fresh blood, no accession of new force.
Conservatisin 1s pushed to such lengths that it comes
1o pass, as the dull decades sweep by, that little or
nothing is left to conserve. Deeply sunken in this
nary road, theres yuststrength encugh left for chronic
grumbling, but not cnough to pull out or prize out and
make a new departure.

The pastor who knows how to calist, organize and
cmploy the young men of his charge has learned one
of the secrets of success in lus high vocation. But how
to do this is the question that many will ask—a ques-
tion more casily asked than answered, But we offer
our suggestion :

Put them ta work. Simply that ; put them to work.
You want the dignity and wisdom that belong to age
and eaperience in official position, and you want also
cnergy and enthusiasm.  An infusion of young blood
into an official buard may giv= new life to the whole
t~dy. Among young men who have been truly con-
verted you will find some who possess force without
forwardness, who combine the modesty that becomes
their years with the merit that qualifies them for
cfficient official service. This sort of young man will
not push himself; but may be safely catled upon to
heln carry the burden of official service.

AN cffort is being made to raise §3,000 to procure an
annuity for the widow of Paxton Hood, who is?eft in nar-
row circumstances, Mr. Samuel Morley heads the list
with $230.



