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the people connected with the Church.  Mission
schools could als¢ bo greatly multiplied, and wiil be.
The education wmparted was thorvughly Christian as
it ought to boe in the schuols everynhere. He directed
special attontion to tho four propusitions un the first
pago of the published report, which are as fulluws . —

rom information gained i)y direct persvnal ter-
courae with the French people and from the French
press, it is painfully apparent -

1, That thero is a rapid growth of infidelity a.uong
them, eapecially with t&w educated classes. This is
only what has happened in every country in which
Romish superstitions have long been deminant.
Hitherto the great majority of the people of Quebec
havo been comparatively devout. They have meckly
submitted to occlosinstical rule and shown unques-
tioning confidence in the rites and cercmonies of the
church, but very many of them have now arrived at a
dangerous transition period. Through various causes
thoir munds are ally emancipated, thought is
awakened 1n somo degreo, and they begin to dwscover
that they have been long held down and deceived ;
that, as a matter of fact, the priests cannot do what
they pretend, and that the sacraments (upon which
every thing depends in Romumsm) possess no such
efficacy as 15 claimed for them. Besides, the incessant
demands made upon their credulity and their pockets,
and enforced by local and despotic ecclesinstical au
thority, are hiecoming more and more intolernble.
Meanwhile all religious teaching is apt to be placed
in the samo category and therefore rejected. 1t is
extremely difficult for a people in this condition to
stop short of blank atheism. In view of this state of
things, it seems plain that we should not rest satisfied
with our present lunited educational and missionary
appliances, but should greatly extend them. If this
flood of unbelief is not to be allowed to spread far be-
i:gd its-present limits, it must bo checked by a large

d of faithful missinnaries, full of thelove of Christ,
wielding His Gospel with power, and trained to deal
with all phases of sceptical thought. This 1s surely
demanded on patriotic as well as on religious grounds.
The good of the whole Dominion is involved. One-
fourth of its population, who hold the balance of po-
litical power, cannot be in this condition without all
its interests being injuriously affected,

2. Along with ncreased infidelity, there is the old
fanaticiam, pot so wide spread, but in some instances
more intense than heretofore. We havo no wish to
be alarmists, but we cannot conceal from ourselves tho
fact that forces more dangerous to social and national
life aro at work 1n thhs direction, and are being daily
stiengthcned by the domnant ultramontane party.
And while at present they aro restrained by the influ-
ence of liberal-minded Roman Catholics and of Pro-
testantism, it Is impossible to ssy how long this may
continue to bo the case, unless the light of the Gospel
is caused to shine among them. There aro those in
both parties—the ultramontane and the liberal—who
:s!gsak freely of an appreaching open conflict, in which

.« ch hiberaiism, and Protestantisin with which 1t 13
alliec, may be forcibly crushed.

3. Thero 15 a groming determination with ultramun-

. tanists not only to preserve the French naticnality

essentially separato from tho life of the Dominion, but

. also to make it wholly Ro.nan Catholic. A conspicu-

ous illustration of this is furnished by the fact that
the national iéte of St. Jean Baptiste, which is to be
observed during this month with unusual pomp, and
at a large cxpenditure of money for ornamental dress,
etc., is completely under ceclesizatical control. 1t is
made religious rather than national, and ono grand
imposing feature is tc be the public celebration of
High 3iass on the summit of Mount R‘El overlook-
ing the city. For this reason all liberal Catholics and
French Protestants aro excluded and stigmatized as
unworthy of a placo among their own fellow-country-
men. It is not surprising thet this is giving rise to
keen dizcustion and cven intense bitterness of feeling.

4. The ture of Quebec is being more and
more coatrolled by ultramontanists, and more sub-
servient 1o ccclesizatical purposes. The recent notori-
ous Lottery Bill may be mentioned as an example of
this sort. It is well known that for several years
shamelers and persistent cfforts have been mado by a
prominent pricest and his friends to secure the enact-
mont of a bill by which a wholesale system of gam-
bling, ostensibly for purposes of colonizationunder the
control of tho Church, might be established, and it is
impossible to aay how soon they may bo auceessful in
fastening this public inmorality and deep stain of in-
famy upon our country.

But while directing atteation to these alarming fea-
tures of the field of operation, the Buard have, as in
former years, very much of an cocouraging naturo te
report.  In spite of the intclerance of 5:2 hicrarchy,
or perhaps as the fruit of it in some measure, French
Protestants are gradually rising inte pruminence and
infloence among their compatriots, and are receising
various tokens of recognition which #ero rigorously
withheld from them in the pist. Their ranks are
strengthened from timo to timo, not only by converts,
but by accessions {rom the old world. There aso
st this moment in Montreal over ono hundred souls
from tho Pruvince of Alsaco, more than onc-half of
whom are Protestants. The number of cducated por
sons holding pozitions of trast and uselulness is stead-

il{;o increasing, and theso find it easy to mingloe with
Liberal-minded Roman Catholics and impross them for
guod. Among this class thero 18 a strong desire to
avail thomsolves of the superior cducationdl advan-
tages vffered by Protestant schuols, and those wlo
have worked their way up to our umversities have al-
most invariably distinguished themsolves as studonts
of tho first rank, and 1t 18 gratifying to be ablo to add
that the greator number of such hiave beon connected
with tho efforts of this Board.

Rev. T. Cumnung, Muntreal, moved that the roport
be received and adopted, thank the Cummittee, cs-
pecially the Cunvencr, oxpress gratitude to God for
the success vouchmefed dumng the past year, and
curdially commend the work tu the sympathies, prayers
and generous support of the wholo Church. Mr. Cum-
ming looked upon the Fronch missionary enterprise
as a necessary part of the Home 1mission work of the
Church. Someo were disposed to depreciate the French
Celt, but the old French Huguenot equals the Anglo-
Saxon Puritan. Tho French student is the cqual of
an English student. The Church of Rome hasastriven
to keep the people in scrvitude and ignorance, to keep
thew in tho dark, and especinlly from the light of
God's Word. Wo aim to cnlighten them, first of all,
and then to teach them the way of salvation. We
want to train them to becomo useful, industrious, and
self-reliant members of the commonsvealth. "Ho con-
cluded by speaking hopefully of the future,

Rev. €. Amaron, late of Three Rivers, said it was
probably the last time ho would have tho opgortumty
and the privilege of addressing tho Assembly. He
hzd ongaged to preach in a Congregational Church to
tho French Canadians resident in Now England. No
class of Church work he said deserves 1ore sympathy
and support than French ovangelization. No intelli-
gent man can consider tho state of affairs in the Pro-
vince of Quebec with indifference. It docs not con-
cern that Province alone, but the whole Dominwon.
The members from Quabec hold tho balance of power
m the Dminon. Tho Church of Rome controls the
votes. No candidate bo he Conservative, Liberal, or
Independent, could be a successful candidato in an
election if opposed to the Church of Rome. It was
tho mum to make Quebec a distinctly Roman Cathelic
Province. It was undorstood there were coloniza.
tion projects that furnished fands for purchasing
the property of Protestants for tho purpose of driving
them from the Province. Ho was of opinion that con-
flicting poli.ical elements would unite in making it a
religious, that is, a2 Roman Catholic country.

Rev. W. D. Armstrong adverted to the deep interest
he took in tho work of French Evangelization. He
Jiad been planning and plesding for it here and in
Europo o described a pilgrimage ho had mado
to St. Anne. Tho visitor from Ontario would find
himself as much a stranger there as he would on the
continent of Europe. 4s far as languagoe and religion
are concerned ke would feel much thossmeasif he were
in Belgium or Switzerland. The people of Quebec
had not the Gospel of light and liberty. As thoy are
deprived of the Wosa of God we are bound to engago
mn this mission. Tho liberty of the Gospel will give
the Feoplo political liberly. The sympathy of the
peoplo of western Ontario ought to bo extended to
theso weak congregat.ons and mission stations. We
should regard them ar wo xcga_hxd our congregations in
Formosa or Central India ey arc missionary con-
gregations, centres of light. They must not bo left
to be extinguished.

Rev. Br. Tanner, of Scarboro’, next spoke. His
speech was carnest and direct.  As ho had been
brought up in a Roman Catholic community he under-
s thoroughly what Romanism wos. What has it
dono for Ttaly, Franco and Spain. What has tho Gos-
pel dono for Great Britain and her children, and
among them he reckoned the United States. He
commented on some of the doctrines and practices of
tho Romish Church, quoting tho Decrees of the
Council of Trent as to its teaching on the Atonement.
Ho urged that it was our duty to evangelizo tho Pra-
vinco of Quzbec. Ho animadverted in strong lan-
guagoe against Protestants supporting Romish institu.
tions, going to their pic-nics, and contributing to their
schemes. o asked for tho appointment of additional
agents, and thought thoro should be such a Superin-
tendent in Quebee as Mr. Robertson in the North-
West.

Father Chiniquy, tho last speaker, was received
with prolonged applause. Homadoa ibng‘.hy speech,
characterized by his wonted verzatiity and energg.
He mentioned the put he took in 1849 when the
Tointc-aux-Trembles school was established. Ho de-
picted how he had incited & crowd of farmers to at-
tack and meltreat the culporicurs engaged in their
wurkthere. Ho rojoiced at then dl-treatment becsuso
then ho heted thom. Tho Church of Rome tanght
Lhim this hatred. Priests and people are taoght to
believo that your lives aro in tho hands of tho Po
that hois invested with tho power of hife and death.
Tho Charch of Romo bolioves that, were it strong
enough for tho task, it would bo doing right to kill yun
and ccafiscato yunz pmﬁrty. Youharoe a great opinion
oftho present Pogg thim first encyelicalinsmiststhat
tho writings of Thomsas Aquinas bo taug‘}:ltrin all the
hich schools, colleges and aniversities. . Chiniquy

quoted from Vol iv., pago 90, an extract showing

that tho seraphic doctor taught that a heretic has no
right to live, thrugh through charity ho shonld bo
warned beforo ho is lalled, to como back to the Holy
Church, 1t ho hoeds not tlus warmng then ho 18 to bo
dolivered to the secular power and externunated. 1
know the Churcli of Rome but have no M-facling
againat the people n 1t. Ho only desired thewr sal-
vation. I see, sard ho, on the horizon, a dark cloud
filled with blood and tears, but there was much spiritual
cowardico at present. He sought to enforco tho duty
of energotic prosecution of the work of French evan-
golization by various forcible 1llustrations, muking o
skilful usc of tho parablo of the nich man and Lazarus,
and closed with a stirnng appeal.
The sederunt was closed with tho benediction,

SEVENTH DAY.

Tuesday, June 10th.—The Assembly having been
conatituted, the Presbytery of Montreal asked leave
to liosnse 3ir. Seylag, from Switzerland, whoro he has
laboured us a missionary for some time. He studied
under the adrice of the Presbytery, taking such
classes as wero thought best. Ho has proved ﬁimsolf
a successiul missionary. Prncipal MacVicar atatod
the case. The application was granted.

Dr. Jardine moved that thanks be given to Miss
Machar for thoe efficient work done in connection with
the Juvenile Missionary Scheme, that the Foreign Mis-
sion Board no longer have the oversight of the work,
but that the Sabbath School Commitee have chargo of
it. This motion was carried over several amend-
ments.

Consideration of the French Evangelization report
was then resumed.

Rer. J. Carmichael, of Norwood, moved in amend-
ment to the motion presented last night, and sup-
gortcd by all the speakers. Ho admotted that the

emands of the French are imperative but our Howe
mission work is still more imperative. In fostering
the small Protestant communities thers 18 better work
to be done. He therefore moved the re-consideration
of the report that the whole subject might be dis-
cussed. -

Rev. W. S. _all seconded the amendment. The
Moderator ruled that the whole matter was before the
houso independent of the amendment.

Mr. Bell then spoke at length, in criticiain of tho
way in which the work is donre. He held that thero
has been a vast expendituro and sery small results.
The reports never give such clear information as ia
desired. Ho did not know whether the minister of
St. John's Church is a member of Presbytery or agent
of this Board. }Ir.'Carnéro, of Grand Bend, is in the
same dual position. Ho wished to have the work
placed on such a basis as will command the confide: o
of the whole people. How is this to bo dono? He
would say, bring all the work into harmony with our
Presbyterial system, under the supernision of Presby-
teries. Ho asserted that a full meeting of the Board
has not been held for two years. Formerly tho priests
were up iv antagonism, now they laugh atit. Ho be-
lieved education to be the most successful of all the
sgencies. Hejfound it quite possibio to utilize Morrin
College for French work. He would unite Pointe-auz-
Trembles institution with Morrin College, and so es-
tablish a full system, embracing the lowest as well as
the highest grades. This whole thing has got to bo
remodclled from top to bottom. He found a general
fecling of dissatisfaction with the management of this
sckeme.

Dr. Moore, of Ottawa, said that he was not a very
ontkusiastic admirer of tho French work. Thero wero
some small mstte.. that might bo amended, but they
aro 5o small that they are not worth mentioning.  As
to the work itself, he referred to thoe state of the
French people and the political influences among
them. The question is as to the resuits.  He did not

retend to know the state of things beyond his own

resbytery, but he assumes that tho work there is s
fair sample. He referred to the difficulties to be over-
come. The work needs nmense danng and courage
with our resources to oppose such o system. In the
Foreign ficlds there wero years,and many of them when
littlo or no results were visiblo ; as good a case counld
have been made aganst that field, 2 far botter cose.
Ho belioved thero 13 a quickening of life in Quebec, a
moral advance in many wa; ﬁo knew of a colpor-
tour who was only received in two out ol forty-soven
families ; at a later date only two of the same number
rofused to recaivo hum.  He gave other cases of tho
same kand.  \Wo only need patience, and to bo cateful
in selecting agents, then tho results will ba all wo can
hopo for. What of hberality ! In Ripon wherea
charch has boen erccted, the people have not thorr
farms paid for. They are barely able to pay thewr
taxes. Tho Bishop went in there and proposed to take
them back at twenty-fivo centsa hosd, but ho was
told that thoy wore Presbyterians - vd f they had
moray 1t 18 to tho Presbytenan Church thoy would
givo1t. Ho told of 2 man wha mot the mismonary
with a pitchfork, and now ho i3 an adherent of Pros-
bytonianism. Ho gavo soveral instances of tho samo
kind 1o tho qu'g;_tory of Oitawa.

Prinaipal MaoVicar replicd to somo of the state-
ments mode.  Ho claiinod that ws ave responsible for
the Iast ton yoara now. Ho said it had boon alloged
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