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Leers and ammunition; to repay
Contit Froatenie some 13,000 livres,
o\ Aed in building the Fort: to
mane prants of lands to settlers,
et ot others, for villages and
to build a Chureh, when
were oo inhabitants in his
«wniory, and to maintain one or
o Redollat Friavs, to yerform
st servive and admintster the
s mta, wntil the people could
A prantet o he was to
ot arel g teve aft the land in
sty years, L Salle promptly
1o worh, raised moncey with
wlinh o ropay yaid

e

the Count,
cunds v Lupeadilitional debts w rich
bad teeen ineurted, (nd rebuilt and
creatly strengtiened the Fort. He
mcreased the clearances, protected
the Duilding~ with a strong wall on
the land side, and materially added
to the palisade difence on the three
Gles mext the water. He built
Rouses for Indians as well as for
Frenchmen, purchased cattle in the
Montreal distriet, and built two
decked barks which navigated every
partof Lake Ontario. But hecould
1ot make this the work of his life.
He feltthat he had a higher mission.
He was satisfied to make Frontenac
2 base for further operations, in his
el rts to reach Catbay. He had
head the imperative command,
30 West," mnd couldn't resist it
He et ferdh, i 1679, on his discov-
ciins, lowing his Fort in chage of
Sicur D La Forests during the
winter, built on the upper pare of
the Ningara the first vessel which
floated upon Lake Erie: and while
pussing through dangers and difhi-
culties innumerable, traced the
Mississippi to its mouth, and thus
made the whele world his debtor,
But in doing this he lost a fortune,
was compelied to mortgage his
Scigniory “or the purposc of pro-
curing furder funds, for fresh en-
terprises, and ended hislife aruined,
disappointed and murdered man.

You will wish, 1 think, to hear more

of him, and mustread in Parkman's
wonderful Histories of F irst Settle-
ments in Canada, how this giant
amongst great men, nobly struggled
with adverse circumstances, and
made for himself an impcrishablc
name. While he was risking all
that he had, for love of country, as
well as of sclf, envious eyes were
sast upon Fort Frontenac by the
large merchants in furs in Montreal
and Quebee, and it was not long
before efforts were made to seize it,
and stop the trade with Iroquois or
Hurons, which itdoubtless diverted
from its old channcl. The new
Governor, M. De La Barre, in 1682,
became a party to the intrigues
going on against La Szlle, still
absent, and recalled to Quebec de
Forest, Ta Salle's representative.
He ordered, too, the withdrawal of
the garrison, and at one time the
finc property, so largely created by
La Salle, was left in charge of a
kitchen boy, and of a man to care
for the cattle. The great Estate
was handed down to two Quebec
traders, La Bert and Lachesnaye.
who, speedily had *“more than a
hundred canoes trading on their
account in the woods, over and
adove the twenty-five which His
Majesty permits to be sent thither
for the advantage ot private indivi-
duals.” It was shrewdly guessed
that the Governor was a party to
this infraction of the law, and shared
in the illegal gains, The Iroquois
grew uncasy at the diversion of a
fur trade which, by foree or other-
wise, they had largely controlled,
and tore the Frontenac Treaty intoe
shreds. M. De La Barre, in 1684,
proceeded to Cataraqui with asmall
army consisting of 130 French sol-
diers, jo0 armed Candliauns, and
200 Indians, Hurons and Algon-
quins, King].onile\"\\'z\swilling
that the Iraquis should be suppress-
ed, but not that advantage should



