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the Caribean Sea. The water was
quite warm, anid it. was hard to
realize thaté this was in January,

As evening. approachied, we set
out te walk te Laguyra, and foun4
ît soothingly cool under the shade
of the mnountain wall, with lithe
pains 'above us, and auriferous
stone as a road.bed. Before we
reached our destination, -a mist
arose from the sea and enveloped
us, and I who, had been nearly
suffocated rith. the heat cf the
day, was soon«shivering with tbo.
damp andcoldatmiosphere. Se are
bred miiasmnatic fèvers, and- we bas
La guyr*g corne to be regarded as
the incubator -of the worst fç,vers
the «world has known. On Mônday
We teck 'the trlain' for Carlacas,
which 'lies 'on the meuntains' six
miles frein Laguyra. Whe ràilr.oad
wvas built by :a Germ ai company,
and overcame engineering diffiul,
ties Whichat one tirne seemedý te
render ità construction imipossible.
Imagiftehow t*hese diffculties havé
beex-P-overceme,. when I tell yeu
thagt the distancé of six miiles fren
.the port te Caracas is covered bya
read ýthirty M~iles in length sç
numerôusare »the sweeping êurves:
The train, which, nakes two trips
à dy,, comprisesý a strongly -built
engine aùd -three sinall *coaches.
There are. brakes naultiplied. by
bràkes te prevent. a cata.strophe,
and- the trackis built-of rails- forty-
tw.o inches. apart We set eut
gp<rn a grade, at an angle Of 45
degrees,,as steep* as the rdef of- au
,average bouse. Astenishingas was
this exploit, it was.excelléd ouly in
the curvature. At ne one moment
could we fail te sec the engine
almost beside us, -tugging 'and

e ffng, with its grunt of"Rp
Rip! Rip !, Below us a precipi-

tous c'hasm of 3,000fet a ove us
an incline wbich it seems impos-
sible -te asend.. The height is
dizzy, -the depth unfathornable.;
We'hurry over it, we plupge jtt
it, we. reach the tôp of nie grade,
and are hurled scarcély dragged.
down another, at 'a' maddening
Pace.- We. tùrn a tortuous-curvei

shriek througb a suffocating tunnel,
roll into a narrow epening, pass a
ýîlgna11 bouse inte a bambeo. greve,
and- then 'go'on witni the sÊteam
created grunt of -*Rip,> puffing,
pa-nting, tugging until we tire of
the excîtemenit, -and look acrobs the
iniervening valley 1to -the towering
peaks of verdanit life. We are net
yet atop. W. wiid s-ix.timàesarennd
one peak, and- then plunge iute
ânotber tunnel. And yet the-peaki
show theusands of .untravelied
yards yet te be covered. -We enterl
fine tunnels, thoughýadozen timffes
*e wind past the traclk we have
j'ust struggled over, and the chain
seexns.endless. Suddeniy steam iàa
shut off, brlakes -are grinly and

tibty set, and down into the
valleyý of Cac2hea. we plunge, a:t
.seemninglyendless speedý, anal stop
only at *the station of Caracas,
W.bence we are soon-rattïùg -Along
ga,,narrow dirty way, ever street
.tûam-tiracks towards our hotel. We
Passhbideous houses of one-storeyi
with ne epen ing on the-,street, 1but
enteredý by deep narrowdoorwayS',
and- lit up after a f.ashion by
.barricaded.windw, 'We ýpass to
ï1atives dark, glooiny ,ôf a'spec't,'scantiiy dressed, barefoo'ted1 ner
shîuned and dirty. A4d.frornthèse
scefles of squaloi;there barsts upôn'4
our view the Plgza Bolivar, trul'
magnificent. in. evçery peint, and
filled with multitudes çf fine, car-
riageps, !nany fair dames, ;and
southern cavaliers.

For a few days we retnained at
thé Hotel for which w;e were
bound, and afterwards remàoved t6
a Boarding-house ' where we found
a varied. cernpaîny of 'first-class,
people, and bad ampple oppertunity
te, becorne fanailiar with Venezua-
lean. life. A few .wôtdà -as to
Caracasé In rix it was destroyêd-
by an. earthquake, but onie. ho-ns
having. been Ieft standing, and- it
glthough wrecked was repaired.. is
new a. coinfortable hotel, and. is
much.. respected-for, its age. havin
already survIved a century. anida
haifi The -valley, of Cadhôa,, ig,
wghich the city is -situte d, >a sev.


