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8. That it is round from north to south, appears from the
foilowing circumatances: when we travel a considerable distance
from north to south, or from south to north, a nun‘g»er of new
stara successively appear in the heavens in the quarler to which
we are advancing, and many of those in the opposite quarter gra-
dually disappear ; for example, in sailing toward th.e south, when
we approach toward the equator, the brilliant constellation called
the Cross makes its appearance, which is always invisible in this
country. This would not happen, if the carth were a plane in
that direction. Were it not for the frozen seas within the polar
vegions, which interrupt navigation in those directions, vessels
would, long ere now, have sailed around the earth from north to
south,

if, then, we admit that the earth is of a globular form, it follows
that it may be inhabited on all sides,and consequendly, that those
who live on the opposite side of the globo must have their feet
pointing toward our feet, and their heads pointing in an opposite
direction: and likewise, could we suppose a hole bored through
she centre of the earth, commencing at the point opposite to where
we now stand, it would terminate at our feet, and would mea-
sure nearly cight thousand miles.

o mr————

THE SOFT ANSWER.
BY T, 8. ARTHIUR.

«1%l pive him law to his heart’s content, the scoundrel "
said Singleton, walking backward and forward, in an angry
state of excitement.

“Don’t call harsh names, Mr. Singleton,” said lawyer True.
man, looking up from the mass of papers before him, and
smiling 1 a quiet, benevolent way, that was peculiar to him.

« Every man should be known by his true name. Williams
is a scodndrel, and so he ought to be called ! responded the
client, with increasing warmth.

«Did you ever do a reasonable thing in your life when you
were angry 1 asked Mr. Trueman, whose age aud respectability
gave him the license to speak thus freely to his_young friend,
for whom ho was endenvouring to arrange some busincss diffi-
=ty with his former partner.

«] can’t say that I ever did, Mr. Trueman ; but now, I have

reason for being angry, and the language I use, in refer-
ence to Williams, is %ut the expression of a sober aud rational
conviction,” replied Singleton, a little more calmly.

« Did you propounce him a scoundrel before you received
this reply to your last letter 1" asked Mr. Trueman.

“No, I did not; but that letter confirmed my previously
formed impressions of his character.”

«But 1 cannot find, in that letter, any evidence proving your
late partuer to be a dishonest man. He will not agree to your
proposed mode of cettlement, because he does not see it to be
the most proper way.”

« He won’t agree to it, because it is an honest and equitable
mode of settlement, that is all! He wants'to over-reach me,
and is determined to do soif he can I”’ responded Mr., Singleton,
atill excited.

“There you are decidedly wrong,” said the lawyer. ¢ You
have both allowed yourselves to become angry, and are both
unreasonable ; and if I inust speak plainly, I think you are the
most unreasonable, in the present case. Two angry men can
never settlo any business properly.  You have unnccessarily
increased the difficulties in the way of a speedy settlement, by
writing Mr. Williams an angry letter, which he has responded
to in the like unbappy temper. Now, if Iam to settle this
business for you, I must writo all letters that pass to Mr.
Williams, in future.”

«But how can you properly express my views and feelings ?”

“That I do not wish to do, if your views and feelings are to
remain as they now arc—for any thing like an adjustment of
the difficalties, under such circumstances, I should consider
hopeless,” replied Mr. Trueman.

“ Well, let me answer this letter, and afer that, I promise
that you shall have your own way.”

“ No, I shall consent to no such thing. It isthe replyto
that Jetter which is to modify the negotiation for a settlement,
in such a way as to hring success or failure; and I have no
idea of allowing you, in the present state of your mind, to write

such anone as will most assuredly defeat an amicable adjuet-
ment.” .
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Singleton paused for somo timo bofore making a reply. He
had been forming in his mind 2 most cutting and bitter . e-
joinder to the letter just alluded to, and he was very desirous
that Mr. Williams should have the benefit of knowing that he
thought him a *tricky aud deliberute «coundrel,” with other
opinions of a similar charocter. Ho found it, therefore, im.
possible to make up his mind to let the unimpassioned Mr,
‘Truemnn write this most important epistie.

«Indoed, I must write this letter, Mr. Trueman,” he said,
«“Thero aro some things that I want to say to him, which I
know you won't write,  You don’t seem to consider the position
in which he has placed me by that letter, nor *vhat is obligatory
upon me, asa man of honour. I neverellow apy man to reflect
upon me, directly or indirectly, without & prompt response.’”

% Thero is, in the Bible,” said Mr, ‘Trueman, “a passage
that is peculiarly applicable in the present case. It is this—
“ A soft enswor turncth away wrath, but grievous words stir up
anger.’ I havo found this precept, ina life that has numbered
more than double your years, to be ona that may be safely and
honourably adopted, in all cases. You blame Mr. Williams
for writing you an angry letter, and are indignant at certain
cxpressions contained theroin.  Now, is it any more right for
you to write an angry letter, with cutling epithets, than it is
for him?

«But Mr, Trueman—" . :

#J do assuro you, my young friend,” said the lawyer, in.
terrupting him, “that I am acting in this case for your benefit,
and not for my own ; and, as your legal adviser, you must sub.
mit to my judgment, or I canvot consent to go on.”

«If X will promise aot to use any harsh language, will you
not consent to let me write the letter 1 urged the client.

“You and I, in the present state of your mind, could not
possibly como at the same conclusion in reference to what is
harsh and what is mild,” said Mr. Trueman ;—* therefore 1
cannot consent that you shall write one word of proposed veply
—1 must writo it.”’

« Well, I suppose, then, I shall have to submit. When will
it be ready 1 .

“Come this afternoon,and I will give you the drafly which

you can copy and sign.” ) ’
In the afternoon, Mr. Singleton came, and received the letter

prepared by Mr. Trueman. It ran thue, after the date and

forraal address— .

¢ I regret that my {;toposiﬁon did not meet your approbation. The
mode of settlement which Isuggested was the result of a careful con-
sideration of cur mutual interests. Be kind enough tosuggest to Mr.
Trueman, my. lawyer,any plan which you think will lead to an early
and amicable adjustment ot our business. You may rely upoa my
consent to it, if it meets his approbation.”’

¢Is it possible, Mr. Trueman, that you expect 7e to siga
such a cringing letter as that?” said Mr. Singleton, throwing
it down, and walking backward and forward with great irritation
of manuer. )

# Well, what is your objection to it1” replicd Mr. Trueman,
mildly,” for he was prepared for just such an exhibition of feel.
ings.

% Objection! How can you ask such a question? Am¥to
fo on my knees to him, and bog him to do me justice? No!
d*u ls;criﬁce every cent I've got in the world, first—the scoun-

rel?” .

“You wish to have your business settled,do you not1” asked
Mr, Trueman, Iookiniohim steadily in the face,

“ Of course 1 do—Aonourably settled ¥ |

“ Wall, let me hear what you mean by an honourable settle.
ment.”’

« Why, I mean—"

The young man hesitated a moment, and Mr. Trueman said,

“You mean a settlement in which your interest shall be
cqually considered with that of Mr. Williams 1"

“Yes, certainly ; and that—"

« And that,” continued Mr. Trueman, Mr. Williams in the
sottlement shall consider and treat you as a gentleman 1?

4 Certainly I do; but that is more than he has done.”

%'Well, never mind.  Let what is past go-for as much s it
is worth. The principal point of action is in the present.”

“But Pll never send that moan, cringing letter, though.”

“You mistake its whole tenor, 1 do assure you, Mr. Singlaton,
You have allowed your angry feelings to blind you. Yow,



