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The Garden.

FLOWERS IN THE WINDOW.

—

With the return of winter will come the desire
to have a few flowers in the window, something-
bright aud beautiful to look at, when all w ‘thout.
looks cold, and bleak, and drears. To he p our.

readers in the pleasant task of caring for the plants:|

in the window, and to guide them in the selection-
of those that art of casy culture and likely to afford
them the most picasure, we now present a few sug-
gustions.

Select, if possible, an east or south window. Qur
days are short, plants need light, and as we can
give them gt best only a few hours of light, it is
important that there should be as much of bright-
ness and warmth iniv as we can furnish.  1f an
cast or south winaow cannot be had, then a west
window is better than a north.

The room should Le one where the night tem-

perature does not fall below 40, and, if possible, is |

not maintained much wbove 0 by day; also, it
should Le one vot usualiy occupicd by the family
!in the evening, for at night we diaw the curtains,
stir up the fire, light the lamps or gas, and increase
the temperatare several degrees abose the aveage
temperature of the duy  DBut plants require that
when the daylight fades the temperature shoutd
decling. Night is their time for rest, but they
cannot rest if the temporature Le as high or higier
than it was during the dav.  The effectis similar to
that produced upon a human being by depriving
him of his wonted slecp

The rouvin should not be one that is heated by a
furnace j the air from it is apt to be too dry and too
hot. 1If it must be heated by @ furnace, sct a pail
of water in the register, and at mght shut off the
heat so that the temperature may fall gradually to
about 45° Ubefore morning.  Again, gas-lighted
roums are bad for p ants  Lnough gas cscapes in
the evening, uncousumed, though the flatues seen
never so peifect to kill delicate plants, and to
injure materia Iy the most robust. It they can not
be kept out of such an atmosphere, by closing a
glazed door or sash so as to shut them out from the
air of the room, then better not try to keep plants
in the window at all.

Arrangements should be made for giving the
hesh air whenever practicable. The most con-
venient way is to have the upper sash movezb:e,
and tet it down at the top, taking care that the
plants do nut staud in a draugiut of cold air, and
admitting it in quantity proportioned to the wea-
ther outside; when it is very coid and frosty, very
little or none at =11, and more when the weather is
moderate. .

The leaves of plants need washing in ovder to
remove the dust that gathers on them and fills up
the pores.  Geramums, and like hairy and soft
leaved plants, are Lost washed by taking them to
the sink, and syring ug them thoroughly through
afine rose. Glossy leaved plants, such as Camel-
lias, require to have the leaves sponged off one by
one  Inall cascs suft and tepid water should be
used. PThis washing shouid be done often, say
once a week.

In watering, use tepid water, and learn the re-
quirements of the plants, soas to adapt the amount

|Fto their need.  An Rthiopian Lily will rejoico.in.
- watering that would kill a Coctus.

The drainage of the pots should be perfect, so

J-that surface water can escape through the hole in
Jethe Lottom of the pot. If the potsstund in saucers,

-pour oft the water that runs into them, and not let
-it be soaked up into the pot again.  Yet this rule,
-though of very general application, need not be
“observed in the case of aquatic plants.

A very common error in window gardening is
-that of atiempting too much. Too many plunts
-are crowded into the little space at command, so
“that it is impossible to give cach the air and ligut

1 it should have. Again, plants of too diverse charac-

tor are brought together. It is no uncommon thing
to see tropical plants that require stove heat, and
plants from the temperate zone, if not ¢ven Alpine
pants, all crowded into the same window, and
subjected to the same tempersture and treatment,
Better fur to have one healthy, well grown plant,
thar will yield its flowers in perfection, than dozen
-sickly feeble, wretched plants, that have n0o beauty
cither of leaf or blossom

We suijoin the names of a few flowering shrubs
amd plants that are suitable for window culture,
with a few hints on the treatment peculiar to
cach. .

‘e Darvaxs makes a charming window plant,
and if any will thrive in a west window, this will,
It is an evergreen shrub, producing bunches of
sweetly fragrant white or pinkish tlowers on the
-ends of the branches,  The pot in which it is grown
should be filled one-third full of broken crocks, so
as to secure perfect drainage  The leaves should
be kept perfectly clean,  While the pland is
growing it should be freely watered, and the tem-
perature maintained at about 79 L, day to about
452 at night,

Tue Heuorrors is & very great favourite, on ac-
count of the prefusion of bluom and the delicious
fragrance of its flowers. It should be encowagad
to=grow lurge by giving it plenty of pot room and
plenty of window room. 1t may be pruncd and
trained into any desired form, .

3 xTuLy Iloses, especiaily the tea-scented, are
beautiful window plants.  They need rich soil,
thorough drainage, frequent washing of the foilage
with a fin¢ rosed syrings, as cven a temperature as
pussible, carefully guarding from draughts of cold
air, and smoking with tobacco if the green fiy
makes its appearance. They should lave the
morning sun, but be shaded from the afternoon
sun-when it has become powerful.

Hyacivtas make beauntiful window plants grown
cither in pots filled with soil, or in moss, or in
water.  They shouid be kept in a dark cellar, free
from frost, until well rooted, and then placed in the
window to bloom. Assoon as the flowors begin
to-eapund, the plants will require abundant water-
ing. If Kept ina low temperature, say 65° the
tlowers will last much longer.

Pue Overames is especiaily suited for window
culture. ‘The bulbs should be planted in pois in
Novunber, ina vichloam, intermingled with alittle
pulverized charcow, with the crown of the bulb
Jjust pe eping through the surface of the soil.  They
sh uld be kept in @ rool atmosphiare and close to
the glass, until the leaves are wuil grown and the
flower buds begin to appear; then they should be
remaved to & somewhat warmer atmosphere and o

sunny window. The variety known as C. Persicum




