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horned cattle, was in many instances but
a degenerate physical stock.

Ou motion of Mr. A D. Stirling,
seconded by Mr, S. L. Peters, the chair-

man, Mr. J. E. Fairweather, presented !

the thanks of the meetivg to the several
speakers.

The discussion was listened to atten-
tively by all preseut.

[From the Amherst Gazette.]
OUR GREAT ALLUVIAL LANDS.

It will be difficult to find a finer tract
of country than that which skirts the
head of the Bay of Fundy. Iere lives
a larger proportion of independent, well-
off people, by far, than is generally found.
The dress, furniture, carringes, houses,
amd farms of the inhabitants all denote
that they are the favored participators in
a beueficence which few rural distriets can
boast of or enjoy. We are proud to say
that the intellectual status of the popula-
tion keeps pace with the material.

The stranger noting all the evident
signs of thrift and prosperity around us,
inquiringly asks the reason for it all.
Proudly pointing to our broad marshes,
give the pertinent and sufficient reply.

This strange alluvial deposit, which
borders the Bay of woundrous tides, which
we cull marsh, is the cause of all the ad-
vantages the firmer here possesses, and
the great source of his prosperity. With-
out it he might sustain Jife, and cke out
existence in a contracted, primitive man-
ner, but it would be only existence with
hard, slavish toil, and not independence.

This marsh land is of great fertility —
equal to, if it does not surpass, the richest
in the world. Egypt’s boasted land de-
peuds entitely on the extent of the over-
flaw of the Nile, for its crop; the. far-
famed bottom lands of the Mississippi be-
come exhausted; and Western prairies,
after a few magnificent harvests, forget to
give back returns for the farmer’s toil;
but our best marshes have not censed to
yield good crops of hay for more than two
hundred years, without demanding re-
newal by either animal or mineral fer-
tilizers.

Although this land of wondrous fertility
does not dewand the application of
manures to keep up its vigor, stil}, care
aud labor are demanded, or the product
soon becomes greatly lessened. It re-
quires drainage. English marsh can be
renewed by plowing, but this practice
tends to wear out the soil, when the only
way that the laud can be restored to its
original richness is to allow it to be again
submerged with the tide.—>Made by the
tide, the tide is its natural food, and when
exhausted it can only be renovated by the
tide. Xt is not too much to say that the
marsh actually under cultivation is not
half ditched.—Then marsh owners are

. . R
lonurc]y too much afraid of the tide.

Cuder a sound, practical tidal system,
Lage tracts of laud, now almost or quite
worthless, could be made up into the very
best of soils, poor soils greatly improved,
awd the much dreaded tide, under proper
control, would he a wealthy benefuctor,
ever ready to assist mau in his efforts of
prodnction.

The great Sasby flood dispelled illu-
sions and taught lessons of experience
which will be of great benefit in future
years. ‘The farmers saw with utter di-
may the marsh swept clean of the
hay only just harvested, their cattle
drowned, dykes destroyed and deso-
lation all around. What then appeur-
ed completo rnin, in a year, or two
at most, was realized to have been a bless-
ing in disguise. Great as was the des-
traction at that time, if 2 balance were
struck now, a heavy amount would have
to be placed to the credit of the flood.
Mud was deposited, moss destroyed, the
grass roots fertilized, the crop increased,
the quality of the hay greatly improved;
for now a large proportion of the marsh
grass thickens up with whitc clover,—in
fact the marsh which Iaid in a situation to
receive the benefit of that great overflow,
has been increased in value from five to
twenty dollars per acre on the lower
marshes.—just in proportion to the time
it was under the tide and the amount of
alluvinm deposited. That strange tidal
freak, overleaping man’s puny barriers
and threatening utter destruction, taught
foolish man, in « costly lesson, the neces-
sity of bringing in the tide to his assis-
tance if he would have the fertility of his
wounderful marsh sustained. That tide
even now has been of great beunefit, and
few are only now beginuiug to realize it,
what will it be when we have reaped the
full virtue of 1t through many years to
come ?

The difficultics, necessity and advan-
tages of having the tide carried to the
upper marshes will Le discussed in 2
following ariicle.
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THE ANNUAL REPORT OF KING'S
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SO-
CIETY FOR 1873.

The officers of Kings Co. Socicty, for pro-
moting Agriculture, respectfully report, in
obedience to the requisition of the Legisla-
turc—that the vecords of the Directors for
the past year indicate that their exertions in
the cause of Agriculture continue concen-
trated on the oljects stated in former reports
of preceding years—That, of introdacing and
distributing—so far as their Lmited means
permit—improved stock that which have been
and are most esteemed after the test of many
vears, by the best breeders in England, and
the Dominion of Candda.

The importation of improved Breeds of
Cattle by the Dircctors anel individual mem-

bers of the Association, have contributed
largely to supply a desideratum mach felt—
and the vesults particululy i the cliass of
Short-{lorng, ave very satistietory.

The increasing demand for wool, and the
enhanced price of meat. have in a great
neasure been instromertal i creating a more
Lively interest in sheep.,  “The facvmers i thas
vicinity in the selection of their breeds—hav-
ing an eye to profit—appear to do o with
some judgment; as they c:xunut afford to keep
sheep just lor their wool, the hardier and
larger breeds are generally preferred, on ac-
count of their furnishing more and better mut-
ton.  In this class the Directors would appear
to lead.

The cffeet that sheep have in improving
pasteres being a matter of some interest to
tiarmers generally, aind on which there existsa
diversity of opinion, the Direetors have made
enquiries relative to the subject of the princi-
ple sheep riusers of their acquauntanee. The
result of their investigation has not led to de-
fimte conclusivus eacept that all pastuies ave
not improved, neither is it consudered gould
ceonomy to keep sheep upon ahem, to the
exclusion of other stock. Rough, hilly ground
where bushes and course herbage abound,
arc much improved by being stocked in part
vt wholly with sheep.  With respect to this
latter, the Directors are ot the opunion thatit
is bad ceunomy to substitute sheep for bush-
liooks.

Every farmer is aware that sheep are the
most profitable stock he can raise.  Lamb in
the months of June and July, at 14 cents
poeand is an object well worthy of vousidera-
tion.  We cannot onnt to urge upon fitruers
the necessity of giving greater mteation to
their flucks, both in feeding aund breeding,
selecting the best ginmers, and constautiy
crossing with some of the most approved
breeds. Farmers go-a head, you lave the
heart-felt felicitations of the consumer.

This Association has always recognised the
valuc'of both sheep and swine, and the im-
portant position they asswme in the economy
of the farin.  The knowledge which ou - fir-
mers have gained by practical eapesence
and cluse observation cannot be overlooked,
and 3t is satisfrctory to remark, that indi-
vidual centerprise, both within and beyond
the limits of this Socicty has always, to a
great extent ¢ bossed’ these latter depart-
ments.

Pigs invariably have been objects of cspee-
ial interest, as they supply an article of foud
indispensable in a farmers houschold. Various
breeds, from time to time, have been intro-
duced, but in the absence of reliable data it
would be dillicult to determine the relative
merits of cither. Some  farmuers  advocate
Lurge breeds, others give a preference 1o the
smaller, amatures usuzlly recommend  the
Iatter.  Notwithsanding the expence amd
trouble incurred periodically in procuring and
disiributing the various improved breeds,
there are nut a few fanners that lnok upon
pedigree-pigs with supreme contempt.  To
them a hogis & hog—a pachyderm, whose
omnivorous stowmach and untiring jaws acc
good for an extra bin of potatocs— with root-
g qualiticssafliciently developed, and under-
pinning of the most substantial nature, 35, in
their estimation a model of perfection.  The
Directors having given some attention to this
subjuect, we are enabled to submit the follow-
ing as the result of their investigation: From
observation and cenquiry it would appear
that very favorablo results are obtained {rom



