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several of the members expressed tho
liope that the Government would he pre-
pared to do what was right in the matter.

‘Lhe members of the Agiicultial Conr-
mittea then withdrew,

Moved by Mr. Starratt, seconded by M.
Lirown, and resolved, that the Sccretary
obtain from parties who have drawn
bonuses on horses imported, full infor-
mstion as to arrangments for use of the
respective animals for tho ensuing seasen,
and publish the same in the Journal of
Agriculture for information of the publie.

A communication was rend from 8.
Cunard & Co., in reference to the fucilities
now provided by tho Allan Line, for con-
veyance of cuttic across thoe Atlantic. The
cargo steamships of the line which sailed
from Montreal, during the senson of St
Lawrence navigation of 1882, tovk out
6,330 oxen and 5,887 sheep, which were
all landed in good order and condition,
with the exception of 4 oxen and 43
sheep,—the mortality being only enc
fourteenth of one per cent. on oxen and
threefourths of one per cent. on sheep.

After giving the necessary instructions
to the Scerctary for carrying out detail
work of vhe Board, the Board adjourned.

AGRICULTUGRAL EDUCATION.

o the Editor of the Journal of Agricullure.

Dear Sir,—Your January issue con-
taiuga very expressive article on the im-
portance of Agricultural education. Farm
knowledge in Nova Scotia is of a very
decided character—and, sectionally, the
husbandmen who follow the peculiar
methods of dealivg with the land, evinco
little inclination to swerve from the per-
pendicular normal. ‘Che writer, in illus-
trating tho subject, hus porutrayed some
solid truths, and, althouy,'t there may bea
negative side to some or his views, yet
the triends of progress are not prepared
to admit that he has exaggerated the im-
portance of Agriculturul Education. A
knowledge of facts necessary 10 bring this,
essential calling—farming—to a success-
ful outcome, or a method of verification,
is not  eadily acquired, and practical ex-
perience is & slow teacher, and costly.
Agriculture is one of our leading indus
tries, historically dating from the early
settlement of the country. The system
of farming pursied is principally mixed
husbandry, something of the old Iiug-
lish practice, rotation, the soil deter-
niniry the kind fully more than locality:
‘The method of farming practiced by our
grand-fathers is with slight variations
contiuued to the present time. The sume
yesterday, to-day, aud in all probability
will continue un:il an effort is made to
introduce & higher grade of cuiture.
Agriculture  throughout the civilized
nations of Europe is in an active state of
evolution.

In the great American Republicitis in ! of imitation ; furthermore, wo would have
a sort of forked-lightuing migratory state. | escaped the reproach of using ideas not

In Nova Scotin farming is followed to a
greate: extent thun any other branch of
industry.  Yet, with all its agricaliueal
euergy, past and present, it has bavely
burst thechrysalis state. Jt is on the wing.
These remarks are not sententions—thoy
ure not to imply that our Agricultural
practice is radically bad—far from that.
Theve are distriete in Nova Scotin, and
not a few, thus can shew us good practical
furming, if it is old style, as auy over the
border. All agricultural countries have
their portion of slovenly aund thriftless
farmers, and this proviuce is no excep-
tuon. Amoug the rural population are
men whose practice is ubove reproach,
and their farms models of neatuness, ex-
perience teaching them that the improve-
ment of the soil is the most fruitful source
of the cheap production of the neccssaries
ol life. If we cast our eyes abroad, we
cannot fuil to observe thut Agricultural
Education is becoming the order of the
day. Scierce and art are forcing labour
into new grooves, and, if our farmers
expect to keep nbrest of the times, they
must plume their pinions for a higher
flight—leave uncertaiuty to history—ana
¢ go-for ’ that sure and certain information
that shall mcet the expectations of pro-
gress, and lead to positive Science—
especially that system of husbandiy ap-
plicable to the farm and garden,

The geographical position of Nova
Scotia is very different from thut of other
countries. From an early period in its
history it has been famed for its com.
mercinl privileges. Catwardly, an exteu-
sive coast lino presents great inducements
to commercial enterprize.  Inwardly, its
unlimited natural resources invite labour
and the mechanic arts,

The Agricultural area adapted to the
several systems of husbandry—if not in
excess—is quite on u par with countres
of like extent.  With such aids to pro-
gress, our industries, from the greatest to
the least, should receive speciat attention,
Iam not a believer in the immediate
approach of an Agricultural millenium,
the Jion and the lamb will not luy down
together yet a while, But 1 am unot
alone in the belief, that, if the framers of
our Juducational Code had made provision
for a Procincial School of Agriculture,
the various systems of husbandry through-
out the province would have been
advaneced to higher levels. Indeed, from
the general intellizence of our people, the
tact and talent which the tillers of the
ground display in making the mos. of
their experience, results could not have
beeu other than satisfactory ; the latent
encrgies of the faricer would have been
excited to action, and we should have
been competent to deal with the principles
which underlie the production of crops,
and to afford examples for practice worthy

original, which, though promising success,
are often unsuited to our climate, and
toveigu to the surrounding couditions of
tho cultivator.

Thero is u fulse impression current
supported, I may ndd, by most of our
Agricnltural enthusinsts, that  what s
written and said in fuvour of Agriculiure
is for the especinl benefit of the furvimers ;
critically seanned, it will be found that
much of this high falutin is little more
than a species of riling ut the *neglee-
tad "—as if farmers were to blame for
their supposed state quo, state of being.
L'urn to the uegative sit*2, and seu if there
are no other portions of the people, who
are both girectly nud fudicectly interested
in Agricultural progress and cducated
Agricohural workers—for instance—mie
uon-producers, 1. e, professional gentle-
men; persons with stated incomes; and
the commercial and trading classes.
Surely, they have some vegard for their
appetites, do not they desire cheap living,
and goon at that,  if the non-producing
class expect the farmer to supply good
bread and butter, then by all means sficii
him an opportunity to acquire sufficient
kunowledge of his business, to enable him
to gratify the expectations of the anxicus
ones. If he is to be o benefactor to his
country, and * make two bladus of grass
grow where only one grew Ulefore,” his
country should afford him some instruc-
tion in the art of sele-tion—of seed sowing
and seed growing- —in crop multiplication
and compound amplification of verificu-
tion. II that don’t sturt him into active
operation, then rail at him. A little
reflection will couvinee nll candid persoits
that it is not the producers of the essen-
tials of life that would Le the sole-recip-
ients of the beuefits that would accrue
frow an iustitution disseminating practical
Agricultural truths, or that farmers sons
would be the only students to attend a
course.

‘There ure hundrede of active intelligent
young men within the province, who are
not sons of farmers, whose parents would
Le ouly too glad of the opportunity o
patronize an institution, where their sons
could receive instruction itn the practice
of husbandry and natural science. A
three years course would fit them for any
particular department of farming they
may desire to fill, ‘They would enter
public life—with a loaf of bread under
the arm—qunlified to teach the art, the
science, and the profit o good husbandry,
Farmers are not to blame for their waunt
of kuowledge respecting the scientific
principles ot their pursuits.  Qur farmers
have never had a chancs to ucquire thas
knowledge ot Agricultural science which
is 80 emineuntly and necessarily applicable
to the art of human existence.



