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MATTEW ARNOLD.

For hIe hist lif-71 t hey ure lias l)ell proîineniclt iii thc

doîlaiîî of Eîlglisl letters w li.t iiav he called tIlle seclool oi
cutlture-. Of) tlîis Sclîool NalevArnoldl %VaS Ille foiunder auid

hlcliJl priest. I-le is the ;tpostie of ideas., and culture, spirit-
mil 1r4:edlIi aîîd elassicisilî. 'l'le ilîc:tion of Ilus naine caIlls

up1 certain wvords auid phirases w~hidî 1115s critical gelnius coinc(l
(ili tîteir new selîse). ami lus kicnck of p)ersistenit r-epetitifbn

miade ct veut. Sticl are: " abi i" ppliCd to the inenîibers,

of tie Englisli aristocracv, whoin lie %vas incliined 10 rcga,;r<l
ais coarse, stil)id, frivolous proof againist ideas; ", lhlil*stine(,"'

apidto the uiulcrs of thie ILînglisli inîddle class, and signii-
fving thlat thecy werc uarrow in thetir views, vuilgar in thcfr
lîuaîncers, anîd ignoranît iii thecir arîtctastes; " the cliIlrei o)f

liglit,"' bis own 1)airty. tuie friends of culture wlio ma-ke; for the
iPromuise<l Land(l "siweetiess and liglut"; "uic;Idity" and "d(is-

tiinction " iii literature. Soin of tilcsc, althiough uscd iii the
best of goo(l lîinior. suTificienitl% iîudicate the fearlessniess of
lus criticisilî, îvhicl serves as a ,;a-lutary antidlote to Jolhn
]3ullisiiu. Cli.arancterizedl 1w gravitv' of iiiid and comprehien-
siveness of viwuiuasoecool, del iberate, judlicioti.- lue
w~il1 liave nothing to dIo -with wliat is provincial, partial, or

unitrule. I-le does flot, helieve thlat dte ninieteentli ceniurv îs

perfect, anli e tries it l)y the ages thiat have goie. 11- the pre-

face to bis poii pl)bislie( inii 4, lie tells us: " In the sincere
cndeavor 10 learn and practice, anîid the becvilderiing confusion
of our tines, %vhiat is sounid and truc iii pocticai art, I seciiied

to nivself to, find, thie only sure guidanice, thie only solid footing,
aiong thec alîcients. Tlîev, ah any rate, kniew wvhat they wantcd

iii art, and we do not." I-is prose is writhen in the Attic style,
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