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THE ELDER AND HIS WORK.

Of ail the w'ell-k:o-%Ni features of Prcsbyterianismn, noue is
so characterisbic as the elership. Our Calvinistie crecd, aur
-simple forin of wvorship andl the diticonate, thoughi fromn long
historical association apparcntly iinseparably botund up with.
our Clurch polity, are, after al], iii no way essential ta it.
For are thiey nccessarily permanent. They are the pi'oduct,
of tinie and circuinstance, and liablc ta changre and pass aw'ay.
Our austere puritanical worship înay inake roan for an cia-
borate ritual, the diaconate inay be exchiangyed for a board of
managers, anîd ev'en that, w'hiclî appears ta many ta be a fix-
turc, the Westmiinster Confession of Faith, inay underga
revision, and be sa transforrncd, that aur stern Calvinisin -%vil1
assume the, aspect of bland Arininianisîni or sceptical Arian-
isin. Ik will nat do0 ta excijn, Neyer' and ostrich-like hiide
oie's sel£ from passil]g events. The truffi is that Presbyte-
rianisin lias taken quite a few~ strides in most, of thiese direc-
tions already. Could aur forefatiiers arise, froi-i their graves,
they w'ould be agh ast ta hear " the kzist a' wlîistles " in. mnast,
of the churches, the reading of clets"and coinimittees
Linkering with. aur venerable Standard. But no such change
can passibly take place with. regard ta the eldership ; it is,
essential to Presbyterianisrn ; it, is the sine qua nzoi of aur
denominational existence ; it is the foundation on wvhici -we
build aur ecciesiastical superstructure. If that be impaireci
the edifice is endangered, and xnay eventually fail ta pieces
on the other hiand, whiatever strengrthens it is for the wvelfare
of thie whole Chiurch. It is therefore of the utrnost imnport-
ance to ils as a denarnination ta ascertain what, defeets inay
be found regardingr the eldership as itý is ainangst us, and dis-
cover tiie neccssary reinedi es.

Exclusive of nîinisters of the Gospel, there are within thie
iPresbyte'ian. Churchi in Canada iii round nuxubers 7,000 eiders;
the caunterpart, of that 7>000 iii Israel wvho never bowed tie
knee ta Baal. ihey have been solinnly set apart for thie
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