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PLEASANT HOURS,

Autumn Dreams,
BY BAYARD TAYLOR,

When the maple turns to criinson
And tho sassafras to gold;

When the gentian's In the meadow
Ani the gstor on the wold;

When the moon is wrapped in vapour
And the alght 18 frosty cold;

Whben tho chesteut *burs are opened.
Aad tho acorns drop Iiko hafil,

And the drowsy alr {s startled
With the {humping of the hafl,
With the drumming of the partridge,

Aud the whictle of the quall;

Through the ruatling woods 1 wander,
Through the jowels ot the year,

From the yellow uplands calling,
Seeking her who still is dear !

8ho 1s pear mo ju the Autumn,
8he, the boautiful, is near

Through tho smoke of burning summer.
hen the weary wings are stitl,

1 can geo her in tho valley,
1 can hear her on the hin

In the splendour «f the woodlands,
1o the whisper of the rill.

For tho shor.s of earth and heaven,
Meet and mingle {n tlo blue;

8he can wander down the glory
To the placos that she knew,

Whero the happy lovers wandered
In the days whon )ife was true.

8o I think, when daye aro sweotest,
And the world {8 wholly fair,

She may somotimes steal upon me.
Through the dimness of the alr,

With the cross upon her bosom,
Aud tho amaranth in her halr,

Once to mect her, ah ' to meet her,
And to hold her gently fast

Titl 1 blessed her, till she blessed me—
That wero happiness at last,

That wero bliss beyound our meotings
In the Autumn of the past.

LESSON NOTES.

THIRD QUARTER.
STODIES IN THB LIFE OF JRSUS,

LESSON XIIIL--SEPTEMBER 23.

THBE DUTY OF WATCHFULNESS.
Luke 12, 35-46. Momory verses, 43, 44.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
texmptation.—Matt. 26, 41,

OUTLINE.

1, Faithful Servants, v, 35-44.

2. Wicked Servants, v. 45, 46,
Time.—Winter of A.D. 29-30.
Flace.—Perea,

LESSON HELPS.

35. “ Let your loins be girded about"
—To gird vp the lolns was, in Eastern
habits and with Eastern garments, the
symbol of active service. Tho * lights*
are tho lamps which the watchful hold
fn their handa.

36. The “ wedding” or*marriage feast
was the most stately of all oriental fes-
tivitles. .

37. - Blessed are those servants "~—The
title “ blessed,” when used by our Lord,
implies some rare and precious virtue in
ke one to whom It iz glven. * Shall
find watching ""—With house In readiness,
table prcpared, and ready to open the
door at the firat knock of thelr return-
ing master. ° Shall gird himse)t "~The
allusion I8 to the Ecstern custom of &
host honouring his distinguished guests
by performing some service done on or-
dipary occasions by servants. In hea-
ven Christ will teach his faithfu! follow-
crs as chosen guests by serving them for
ever. * To sit down to meat " In the
earthly wedd'ng the Lord expects to find.
tho table prepared for him by his ser
vants, in the bheavenly he prepares the
feast."— Abbott.

38. " Come In the second waich *—The
Romans divided thu night fnto four-
watches—from six to nine, from nine to
midnight, irom midnlght to three, ang
from three to six. The banquet would
not bo over beforc the end of the firat
watch; {n tho fourth the day would be
breaking. Vigilance, therefore, is need-
ed during the second and third watches,
toe still, weary hours of tho night, when
to wWatch Is a task of dificulty and pain.
fulness. The thao or our Lord’s - coming
18 Unknown. OQur ignorance of it {s &
rexson Whsy we should mainiain readi-

ness,
$9. “ What hour the thiet wounld come”
—Christ changes the .metaphor, compar-

- —

$ng his coming to that of a thief In the

night. " Broken through "—Literally,
digged through, for the walls of Eastern
houses are usually of clay.

40, ** Be ye therefore ready "—One can-
not always watch his house; sleop Is
necessary  But spiritually he can live
in a state of constent readiness., *“ An
hour when yo think not'"—Worldly men
provido themselves against the uncer-
taintles of tho future. Firo and life in-
surance companies flourlsh becauso of
this principle of forethought. God
might have arranged that every one
should carry in his own personn an indi-
~ation of the length of his lite. 1ic bas

o e

left this uncertain, because otherwise men
would spend mcst of life in sin,

41 “ Then Peter "—~A conception of the
rewards mentloned {n verse 87 deeply im-
presssed the impulsive apostle,

42. “ Fajthful and wise steward "—The
steward was a slave promoted for his in-
telligence and fidelity. * Portion of
Dmeat "—* He distributed the allotted por-
tions of food, grain, etc., to the servants,
which they cooked for themseclves.’—
Watson. Everything the steward had
belonged to his master—~the clothes he
wors, the food he ate, the home which
sheltered hito. An account was kept of
the goods committed to him, and in time
the books would be balanced, .This is
cur relatiun to God. We breathe his alr,
Wo bagk In his sunshine, we tread on his
earth. He glves us.som ithipg in trust
for others,

43. “ Blessed i3 that servant "—Excep-
tlonal fidelity to God in any position will
not go unrewarded,

44, “Will make him rtuler'— The
work of the faithful servant does .not
cease, either after his own removal from
his earthly labour or even after the final
consummation * of the kingdom."—
Plumptre.  “ A1l that he hath *o—** That
promotion shall not be like earthly pro-
motion, whereln the em!nence of one ex-
cludes that of another, but rather like
the diffusion of love, in which the more
earth has the more there is for all.’’—
Alford,

45. “Say in his hcart "—Thinking is
just inward speaking. * My lord delay-
eth his coming"—'"The expression fe-
notes an eternal mocking frivolity."—
Lange. * Drink, and to be drupker “"—
Selt-gratification and severity to others
often go hand in hand,
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46. * The Lord , . will come"—The

THR CRRDIT VILT-AGE IN WINTER.

wickedness of some professing Christians
will not hinder his eoming.
43 not aware "—The life of profiigacy will
have -a_rude awakening, a- bitter sdquel
“Cut hlm In sunder”—'fhis extreme
bodily torment images the terrible in-
flictions of God's wrath upon unfalthful
sesvants,  “Will appoint “—Judgment
cannot be evaded. * Iis portion"—He
Kcos whers he beloage. OQur delights
-Prophesy of destiny,
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HOME READINGS.
M. Tho duty of watchfulness.—Luke 12.
85-4

8.

Tu. Reason for watchfulness.-—Matt. 24.
o dy.—Matt, 24. 43-51

W. Be ready.—Ma . 43-51,

1b, Wiso and foolish virgins.—Matt. 25
1-13.

F. Remember 2nd hold fast.—Rey. 8. 1-6

8. Children of light—1 Thess. 5. 4-11.

8u. Watch and pray.—Luke 21. 25-36.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. Faltliful Servants, v. 35-44.
How shall Christiang live ?

What does * girded loins and burning
lights ” typity ?

What do you understand by * waiting
for the Lord’'s coming* ?

What does Christ promise to those
whom he ghall find watching ?
. How may we live this life of * watch-
ng ” ?

Is there any danger of our suffering
through want of thought 2 Verss &5.

When may we expect the “Son of
man” ?

What question did Peter ask ?

Whe will the Lord choose for his
rulers ?

Are not the faithful ones really more
blessed here as well as in the life eternal?

2. Wicked Servants, v. 45, 46.

What will be the portlon of the un-
faithful stewards ?

Is it safe to forget for one moment ?

I8 there any danger in this busy life we
lead of our doing s6 ?

What do you argue from the fil-treat-
ment of the *“ menservants and matdens” ?
Verse 45.

Do you think It has reference to our
dally dealings with others ?

Ara we not expected to glorily God ir
every act of life ?

What judgment s pronounced apon the.
unfaithful ones ?

How may we keep from stumbling ?
Golden Text.

PRACTICAL TBACHINGS.

Where in this lesson do we' 1883n-

1, That we should watch and pray that
we enter not into temptation?

2. That tho'Son of man cometh at ap
lour wher ye think not?

8. Thet he will bless the faithful ger-
vant and punish the unfaithtul servant ¢

.

Drinking ‘wine and: strong drink makes
Deople torgetful and watchful,

i not himssif, and cannot watch ang
‘pray, canunot do _right. Alcokol is our

Master's enemy. ™ We must not let the
‘enemy coms in through the lps. The

take the first step. The text aays we

Make

£ Melodies of

 JobinR. Sweaey, Hugh E. S and

Alcohol |-
steals away a man's senses, s¢ thbat he 3

way to kesp out of temptation 1% not to}

munt watch and pray that we eater noé |

Into temptalion. 1If you never take &
8ip of wine you will never drink a glasa,

;_».
s:ﬁ = ] |all,
unto] Maich
T x| |-
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I WOULD RATHER SING.

An elght-year-old child, with a cut in
her hand, was brought to a phyaician.

t was necessary for the best rogults to
take a few stitches with & surgeon's
needle.  While the physiclaft was mak-
ing preparations the little girl swung her
foot nervously against the chalr, and was
gently admonished by her mother.

‘ Thet will do no harm,” asid the do¢-
tor, kindly, “as long as you hoid your
hand still,” adding, with a glance at the
strained, anxlious face of the child, “ you
may cry 48 much as you like.”

h‘i‘!(ll would rathor sing,” replied the
chiid. i

“All right, that would be better.
“'What can you sing ?”

“I can sing, *Give, sald the little
stream.’ Do you know that 2" .

“1 am not sure,” responded ths doctor;
‘“‘how does it begin ¥
¢ The little patient proceedad to illusg-

rate,

“ That’s beautiful,” sald the doctor; “1
want to hear the whale of it.”

All the while skilled fingers were sew-
ing the wound the sweet childish volee
sounded bravely through ths room, and
the only tears shed on the occasion came
from the eyes of the mother,

It 1n, I belleve, a fact-that some expres-
slon of gne’s foclings tends to lessen pain.
Since weeping and groaning are distress-
ing to one's friends, how would it do for
us all to try singing instead ?
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