2

THE CANADIAN EVANGELIST,

fAtavar 10th, 1891

Confessions of Faith.

The request to publish the Now
Hampshire Confossion was too Jats for
tho issuo for which it was intended.
This communication is thus rendored
a littlo out of date.

Ido not wish to wasto words ovor
nico distinotions, What I havo been
pleading for in tha past is simply the
continuanco of the praotico of the
Regular Baptist churchos of Amorica
up o thu present. Churches onthe'r
recognition have over been oxpectod Lo
give assont to n slatoment of doctrine
cmbodyieg the historio and traditional
belief of tho Regular Baptist denomin.
ation. Tho alatemont gouceally ao:
ocpted has beon ono of two. In most
casas it has beon that published last
wook in the Baptist ; infowor inctances
it hias been that known as thoe Philadol-
phin Confession. Doth theso are in
substantial agreomont. X know of no
¢aso whore & church has rocoived the
recognition of the body withiont
assont to such a statement, The fact
that tho statoment is required beforo a
church is ondorsed by tho body, carries
with it the further consoquence that
witen a church*has doparted from the
gonoral view of dootrine contained in
tLo statomont, the rocognition whick
wasdopondent upon assont to it bowith.
drawn. Tho instances aro not fow
whorcin this act of dis-followship on
the part of tho body has- followed a
departuro of this kind. What has
been true of the recoption of ohurohes
bas beeu trno nleo of the rocoption of
ministors into the body or by tho body
through its councils, fromn its churchos,
Candidatos for our winistry aro sub-
ject to a rigorous examination, and
thoir ordination i3 conditioual upon
thoir substantial egreamont with the
traditional viows of the body as oxpross.
ed io it standard confession of faith.
Consistency requires that tho con.
ditivn of entrance into our ministry
nbido as tho condition of continued
rocognition as ono bolding this high
ofics nmong us. Dr. Brown is guilty
of the rhetorical sabtorfuge, populazly
known as crecting a man of atraw,
when ho aeke: * Did ho {tho candidate
for ordination) vow that he would
aloaye, oftor twenty or forty yoars of
ministry, state truth io tho same way,
bold trath in tho samo relations, give
to each separate troth the eame
omphasis, oto 2" 1Who aske this at his
hand 7 Ia there not room for alt this
without a denisl of*a statoment of
doctrive like that published last week ?
Caunot & man havo a deeper viow of
a truth without changing it? Cana
man not oo now rclations botweon
trathe without denying the truths bo-
tweon whick the relations subejst ?

But what I wish to say just horo
isthis: Tho practico of tho Rogular
Daptist churches of Amorica bLns
been just what is above Qescribed.
If this is what is moant by having a
creod, thon I plead for having a creed.
If this is what is moant by hariog a
erecd, thon a groat deal that has
bappenod in tho Baptist, editorially
and otherwiso, againat croeds, as in.
fringing upon liborty and perilons to
truth, bas been dirceted againat the
practice of tho Regular Baptists of thia
coutincat, and wo have tho speotaclo
of a donominational paper, which, as
1 opine, is cxpectod to nphold the
denominational doctrine and prastico,
using its strong influonco agninst tho
ono if not the other.  If what I hiavo
slated constitutes baving a creed, then
it is no ueo quoting statoments from
any quarler to tho effect that Baptieta
havo no ecrced. If tho practico of
Amorican Baplists, as stated above,
doos not Isy thom open to the chargo,
or what pot, of liaving a creod, thon
all that Lias beon said, cditorially and
otherwise, has nothing to do with my

Amenca, nud is wido of tho mark., I
hopo this is clear,

articlo of tho Now Ilampshiure Confes.
sion declares that all eronde aru to be
triod by the supreme standsrd of tho
Soriptures, Now, is it not possblo to
havo a siatoment of S:nipture truth ?
Muel wo not havo such n statemont ¢
What ie toaching, whothoer in pro.
fessor’s chiair, pulpit, or seat of Sunday-
school toachor, but a putting of Sorip.
ture truth iuto sowe kind of ataloe.
ment?  Meon deny that the Scriplures
aro the Word of God, Have wo not
tho right to put the counter deolar.
ation that thoy are tho Word of God
as an articlo of our faith 2 Men dony
that Clrist is God. Iavo wo not tho
right to nccopt tho declaration that 1o
is God as avother atticlo of our 1aith ?
Mou deny that Chirist was tho sub. .
tuto for sinners, and mado an atone-
mont for thoir sive. Havo wo not the
right to wako tho statement that Ho is
QGog, aud has, as our sabatitote, 1ado
an atonemont for sin? Men deny
that thero is such a thing as justifica.
tion by faith. Have we not tho right
to mako tho statomont that justifica-
tion is by faith an arlicle of bholiof ?
Why should a tuan not have a right to
mako all those, and others wo might
nawo, articles of Iis fnith—of Lus
creed, il you will, as well as tho state-
mont that indmersion ouly is baptism,
and tirat belisvers are tho only proper
subject of tho ordinavco ? If fifty
othors, from a study of Soriptures, or
by a comparison of this atatomont of
dootrine with Seripturs, oome to the
cawo opinion, why should thoy not
have tho right to band thewmsolves to-
gother io n common fellowship to do-
fond aud advance the trutir as they
have, from their bost judgmoent, con-
cluded it to e, in roferonco 10 tlhiose
otlior dostrincs, as woll na Lo thus band
thowmsolves together in tho stpport vf
the doctrine of baptism ? It tho right
is oqual in oach caso, then tho deunial
of thie right in tho caso of doclrines
othor than of tho form and subjects of
baptism must involve the donial of this
right iu the caes of the forin and sub.
jucts of baptism, and this moans that
Daptist churches have no rigkt to
oxist.

Dut if any number of mon havo the
right to band themsolves together on
tho basis of thie Jarger croed, shall wo
say that thoy have not tha right to re-
fuse to receivo into their dootrinal and
church fellowship thoso who dony the
doctzines they i1 common osteom
precious? Must thoy aecopt as pastor
ono who will subvert the very viows
thoy have from study of God's
word and frore fullest conviction
unitod toadvauco ¢  Isit any violation
of tho minister’s liborty that thoy ro-
fueo to endorso him and give him tho
vantage grouud of tiwir pulpit to in.
culcato toachings against whish their
consciences rebol 2  Would this be any
more A violation of hig liberty did he
toach orroncous doctrines othior than
about baptism, than though ho woro a
Pwrdo-baptist minister, sookiog to
securo tho pulpit of a-Baptist ochurch ?
If a minister holding viows out of
accord with the wol understood
boliefs of & body of mon should sook
to foist himeolf upov thom on the
ground of his right to liberty, would
uot tho roply Lo that these men and
women bavo their rights as to the kind
of doetrinoe thoy support and eadorao,
and that for Lim to olaim tho liberty
to do this would bo to claim on tho
scoro of liberty what would Lo an oat.
rago upon tho righta and libectios of
others? Is tho reasoning any loss
valid, if wo put church in placo of
minister as tho parsy secking to briog
into tho fellowabip of a body doctrinos
reprdiated by thom, and then compol

position or that of the Daplists of !

A quasi ondorsoraont of what way bo
regarded me porniciona? Is the

 reaeoning less valid if wo put a can
It will bo noticed that tho firet!didato for memborship in place of

ministera? Isit truo that every ono
must bave the privilege to foist him-
self upon those who have adopted
cortain viows of {ruth, no maftor liow
diametrically opposed his own viows
may bo to theirs, or Lave the right to
rail at thom, forsooth, for iutorfering
with %ie liborty and consciorco ?

This is not tho liberty I as o Baptist
am proud of, and wonld be williug to
suffor somothing to maintain, 1tis a
hypooritical dovil of pretonco roeking
to get the advantage of tho namo of
liborty in ordor to proy upoan the true
liborty.

Much is eaid about the evil of
a recoguiged boliof which is a oon.
dition of membership in a denomina-
tion becauso it tompts mon to continuo
to profess it after they have rojeoted it,
ic ordor not to lose their denomina-
tional standing. Put sido by side with
tho words of our Lord that mon must
bo willing to sovor tho deatost tios and
givo up lifo oven bofors thoy can be Mia
disciples, all tho caro to raako loyally
to truth and conviction s0 -casy as to
cost nothing, ecoms inoffably weak
sad shonld bo shamed out of sight.
God has not tuade it easy and why
shonld wo? Ho wants to oultivate a
more ruggod type of character than
this hot-houso kind.

But I havo alroady taken up foo
much of your valuable space, ia this

issuo, and will clozo with a request for
tho favor of a further bearing in the
Baptist of noxt weok.—C. Goodipeed,
sn Canadian Baptist. :

The Bible,

—— L

The lifo of man was nover so sigmii-
cant and glorious as it is to day. Man
in tho fulncas of hia oxistoace is being
drawn upward, man i tho full capacity
of his life. Scienco begins to atudy in
tho rocks and in tho stars, and by and
by sho is coming home to man., What
be was, how he caruo to ho hero on this
cartl;, what has been tho bistory of hia
dovelopment, what ho is to do and what
ho is to bo—thoso are the great ques.
tions which before overy philosophy
systom of roligion present thomselves
and will not down, I think they are
answered,

Mon know tho mystery of their
simple humanity asthey never know it
bofore, Tho simple intrinsic mystery
of human life, tho simple wondor of
being & man, that has como to us, I
boliove, in the richness of our progress,
in tho largeness of our sympathy, in the
deep atudy of ourselves as it never camo
to our fathers, to the gonceation of
dreamers and poots and philosophers uf
other days. Itirin thissignificance of
tho preacnt aud tho future that it scorus
to me thero comes tho great promise, at
onco of tho perpotual influenco of the
Bible and aleo of a deeper use of the
Bible and a profounder understanding
of its moaning, toa closer touch upon
our buman lifo.—Address by Phillips
DBrooks,

Tho Duko of Arggll tells us in a
Glasgow locture: *In tho last year of
Mr. Darwin's life, e did mo tho Lionor
of calling upon mo iu Londuu, and 1
l:ad a long and interesting convorsation
with that distinguished obsorver of na.
turo. In tho courss of our conversa.
tion I said that it was impossiblo to
look at tho wonderfal procossos of
nature, which hio had observed, without
scoing that they t-ere tho offect and
tho oxpression of mind. I ahall nevor
forget Dr. Darwin’s answer. Ho looked
at mo hard, and said: * Woll it often
comes ovor mo with overpoworing
forco, but at other timoes (aud ho shook
Lias hoad) it scoms 4+ go away.””

-

Selections.

Things that Never Die.

‘The pure, tho bright, the beautiful,
That stirred our Learts in youtb,

Tho hnsulso of a wordless prayer,
The dream of lovo and truth,

Tho longing sfter soraething lost,
Tho apint's yearning cry,

Tho striving aftor bottor iopos-«
‘Thess things shall never die.

Tho timid hand strotchod forth to aid
The tiother in his noed,

The kindly word in griof's dark hour,
‘That proves a friend indeed,

The plea for moroy, softly breathed,
When justico throatens nigh ;

Tho sorrowings of a contrite heart—
These things ehall nevor dio.

Lot nothiug pass, for evory hand
Mzust find some work to do;
Loso not a chiauco to wakon love,
Bo firm, and just and true:

So shall’a light that cannot fado
Beam on theo from on bigh,
And auvgols’ voices say to thoo:

““ Theee things can nover die.”

—Dawn of the Morning.

Rich and Poor.
PY REV. THILLIPR DROOKS, D.D.

Whou Jesus sard to tho rich young
man, “Goand sollall that thou hastr.nd
givo to tho poor,” ko biad sitply found
a man who dil not know how lo bo
rich. There was nothivg to do with
that man but to send hira back to the
proparatory scnool of poverty, To
roake that special treatment of a singlo
mau tho usiversal rulo of ‘haman Jife
wonld bo to shut up ono of tho great
higher schools of human character i
sheer dospair.  Somotimos, perhaps, a
rich man feels that if he could got rid
of his money ho could bo a strong and
unselfich man. It ie tho old dolasion.
The sinner in the Tropics thinks be
couid bo a gaint at tho North Polo, [t
is only that ho kuows Low tho eun
burme, but hins never folt how the frost
freezes. Thero is a epocial strength
and a particolar unsolfishness which
the rich man's wealth makes possible
for him. It is bis duty to eook after
them, and novor rost till Lo has found
thom. Not to mako himsell poor, but
to know how to bo rich is the problem
of bis lifo,

Thoso thoughts rise up in us with
ovary outery of poor mon al the ano-
maly--almost, somo of tho poor would
vall it, the atrocity—of some mon being
rich wbilo other won aro vory poor,
Such oatery thero will always bo; but
at its hoart that which makos such an
ountery pathetio, and that alone which
makes it dangerous, is that, often
blindly and vot able to understand or
to defino itsolf, 1t is an outcry not
sgainst rich mon, but agaiust rich men
who do not know how ifo bo vich.
Always thoro will bo angry protests
ageainst any wman bolding in aAny way,
oven tho highost and most wngelfish,
woalth which thio man who protests
has failed to ronoh; bud it is not this
—it is vot wealth simply in itself—it
is tho pride of wealth, the indifference
of wealth, tho cruelty of wealth, tho
vulgarity of wealth—in ons great word,
thio solfishiness of woalth~—1which really
makes tho poor mau's Leart ache, and
tho poor man's blood boil, and consti-
tutes tho dapgor of a community where
peor mon aud rich mon live eido by
side. Lot richos know ‘how to
abound” and poverty will not loso ite
sell.reepect and so will not strugglo
after tho solf.reapect which it feols that
it 18 losing, with frantic and tomuitu.
ous strupgglos. Ok, that every rich
man and woman hero might know this
truth, and use it when their lives touch
tho 2ad aud sore and hopelsss lives of
poor men at theit sidel—* The Light
of the World,” and other sermons.

Giving and Trading,
Giving is giving, and trading ia trad-
ing . but tho two things seemn to Lo
straugely confounded in tho religions
world. And hore 1t iz that church
fairs and church bazaars avd churel
concerts, aud othor modes of fradiug,
aro so often spoken of as if they in.
volvod or incladed tho eloment of giv-
ing. If, indced, a porson wauts to
8eOUr0 oney in order to give it away,
it 18 perfoctly proper for him to enter
into any logitimato modo of trading as
& meana of getting raonoy, regardioss
of tho uso hois to make of that monoy
when ho has obtained it. Mo can ssl)
coal, or potalocs, or soap, or dry goods,
to such castomors as ho oan socuro,
aud at auch prices ae bio can get; and
whatovor profit ho makes on his sales
Lo can give away as Lo deems bost H
but za sitch a caso tho trading and the
givivg aro two distinet oporations, and
ought not to be looked at as Lelonging
tegothet. Yot how often ono person
asks anothor to buy a dol, or a dish
of ice-cream, or s faucy quilt, or a con-
cort tioket, as A moans of gotting and
doing good! The sfect of this modo
nf double doaling is cleatly injorions to
the community ; for it confusos impor.
tant moral distinetions, and whatover
pecuniary gain comes from it is moro
than cancolod by tho moral loss. Thig
is a trath that might profilably be
borno in mind by Christian workors
gonerally, as woll as by a young girl
of earnost spirit who writca from Ohio
for couusel in this roalm of practioal
religious effort, after this sort :—

I Liave been appointod
Feople's Socioty! f:r Chria’l?gnt?ion}’eo:vﬁ
of our chureb, to write for information
a8 to tho best way or ways to raiso
haoney to buy a piano for the leotare.
room of the church, Sociables aro
not a success in this town, and we aro
at & logs to find a way to obtain monoy
for a piano, At the samo timo wo aro
unxious o have one, for yo need it
vory badly. Of course, the' members
of our Sabbath echool aro intorestod as
tauch as the Youny Peoplo's Socioty of
Christiav Endeator is; for thoy will
uso it too, if wo get it. Now I hopo
you will answer soon, for wo are
anxious,

A vory simplo way of raising monoy
in such a caso, is for all who are inter.
osted to givo what thoy can afford to
give, nud then fo got othors also to
givo. If, indeed, thero is not enough
availablo money iu tho rommunity for
tho purchaso of a nocded pisno, no
peddling of dolls and ice crenm, or soll-
ing of concert tickets, wonld soeure the
requisito sum; but if tho diffieulty bo
only in tho Jack of a spirit of giving,
then it would bo botter for all concorned
thet the epirit of giving, rathor than
tho trading spirit, should bo onltivated
there. It is bottor to bs without a
piano than to gain a piano at tho risk
of loworing tho moral tone of tho com.
mnuity by fostering the fecling that a
mau can eat fonr eaucers of ico eream
on # hot night, and chargo a largo
porcentago of the outlay to his charity
account. TLo best way to get monoy
for the Lerd’s causo is fo get it both
honestly and directly.—Sunday Sehool
Times,

According to tho Porsian proverb,
all the .world is represouted by four
mon. ‘‘First, ho who knows nothing,
but doos not know that he knowa no.
thing, Mo is a fool, shuu him. See.
ond, ho who knows nothing, aud knows
that ho knows notbing. Mo is willing,
toack him.  Third, ho who kaowe, but
doca not kuow that ho knows, 1o is
asleop, wako him, Fourth, he who
knowa, and knows that bo knows. Ho
is wite, follow him.” Where do you
bolong? Aro you satisficd with a lit-
tlo koowledge, cr auxicus for more, of
too lazy to thiuk, or alert and watol«

ful of curront events ¢



