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-%vas always the Eng]ishi language. His most eminent disciple
Nvas the late Mr. Green, whio bias aided him in disabusing the
public mmid of the erroneous imipression that there xvas even
any sharp transition in the bistory eiblher of the Englishi
people or of the EngIi.ýh1 laiguage. Possibly Mr. Freeinan m iay
have erred in griving undue promninence to the philological, as
distinguishied frorn the literary, side of the new professorsbip,
but a little exaggceration in this direction is not Iikely to do
rnuch liarrn in Oxford at a tinie wlben Englishi scholarship bias
to follow in the wake of the Germian explorers of the history of
Old Englishi, as it is becomning thie fashion to caîfl Anglio-Saxon.

I arn rerninded by this incident of the sligbit importance
hieretofore attachied to tbiis department of EngIili culture in
Canada. Iii several Ainerican universities, Anglio-Saxon and
other pre-Chiaucerian works are read as carefully and syste-
m-atically as are the Greek, or Latin, or modern foreigrn texts.
One nieed no longyer go to Germiany to obtain a fair know'ledge
of the oldler forms of the Englishi langruagre or the older speci-
mecns of Engrili literature. Much bias been donc to elucù.late
and popularize botb by such rnen as March, Coi-son, Wood and
Lounsbury in America, and Skeat, Morris, Ear]e and Ewart in
Engyland, so that no one wbo desires to be able to read Old
Englishi need now leave bis wishi unfulfilled for want of
sufficient aids.

It may at once be adrnitted that Old Englisbi texts are more
valuable for philologrical than for literary s.1udy. For tbis
reason it is not grood to place thern Iow down in a uniiver.sitv
curriculumn. Tbe earlier y ears of the Engrli course should be
devoted to acqifiring, facility, if not elegance, in prose compo-
sition, both oral and written, and a good greneral acquaintance
with modern Engrlishi literature, both prc e and -poctry. But
there is no reason xvhy, during bis undergrraduate course, the
student of Englishi should not acquire a knowledgre of the suc-
cessive stages of ouir languagre and give some attention to at
least the three chie£ literary works of the pre-Elizabethian
period-th e '-Canterbury Tales," th e " Vision of Piers, the Flo-w-
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