
12The 3lloittitly Advocate.

ýsa'Ying, IIow long, O Lord, holy and true, dont thou not judge and avenge01U blood on thei that dwell on the earth? And white robes wereg.iven unto every one of thern; and it NW., said ulito thein, that theyihouki rest yet foir a littie seasonl, until their felilow-serva1nts also andtheir brethren, that should, be kille<l as they were, should be fulfil4ed."

INSTRIJMlENTAL MUSIC IN CHURCHES.

Acorrespondent lias sent us the followiiig brief article for publication.WiVhether it be origiiwl or selected, we cainiot say. Believiîig, how-ever, that it is a- correct statement of historie facts, we willingly insertthe Commiiunlicatiion,3 llopîngl, that it w~ill be duly pondered by our readers.

Lndler the Jewishi dispensation, instrumental music was emiployed inthe Temple service. Thiat service conisisted of a series of ceremionies; andthe building,- the alt.i', the sacr-ifices, the incenisetepisadth
mlusic were ai synmbolhcal. But the TempJle service was flot the ordinaryw\ýorslîip of thne miass of tlno Jewish people., for nloue but the priests andLevites usually joined in it. The miale Israelites of a certain agre werereqired te repair three timies in the year to Jerusalern ; but, even then,nîany of ilhern kincw little of wvhat WvaS goi1g on1 in the Temple, properly.so called, as the court or the priests va-S sepal'ated by a partition fronithe court of thie people. In tlie Synagogut-,'Ie, where tlie ordinary Jewishworship 'vas celebrated, 1w instrumental MUsie mals employed. Such alsowvas thie case iii the carly Christian Clîurclî. he ancient fathers con-demned the employmnent of mechanical. instrumenîts iii Norship. Onevery early recordl states cxpressîy that Ilthe Usre of singing withi instru-nîcutal music was not received in the Christian churches, as it wasamiong the Jews in their infant statc, but onl1y the use Of plain song."In the middle agies, organs were initroduced; and ixn cathedrals theservice ivas, to a __;reat extent, reduced at length to a kind of musical enter-taininient. The PLeformers strongly ob.jected to this sensuous worship;for mien hung-eri,.g and thirstig after thifgs Spiritual, deexned their timemisspent in listenting on the Lord's day to the sivelling notes of an organ.So strongly clid this feeling l)revail, that even in the English Convocation,in the beginning of the reign cf Elizabeth, instrumental music, as a partof Public WorshipI, narrowly escaped proscription. The grave sweetnelody of the bumanl voice is the apprepriate service of believers iniChrist. Il1 3y limi, therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of praise to "ocontinually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to lus namie.eeHeb. XIII. :15.

if you saw a good Churchman and a gaod. Dissenteî. on their knees,and yeni -%ere to close your eyes and not yeur eairS agaist the prayersthat -were offered up, yen would flot be able to flnd. out m-hich was which.
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