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EDITORIAL COMMENTS.

S011-7 RECENT UNIVERSITY LOSSES.

The students rc-assenibling for the final half-session
%vill find that in the intcrval some changes have taken
place in college affairs, and principally Nvc miiglit
imention, as affcctisng thicir conifort and advantagc,
the first practical stcp which has bcen taken towards
the rcalization of the nauch-discusscd University club ;
anud others of a le'is pleasarit nature affécting the
tcaching staff, and necessitated by the witladrawal
from University wvork of Prof'cssors iîrenlholme and
Carlyle. For the retircmient from work of old and
tricd Professors is aiways a matter for regret to the
studcnts and ail truc fricnds of the Univers~ity. Thc
rettirn of Doctor Trcnhoime to the active practice
of bis profession, and his rctirenicnt from the Faculty
of Law after twenty-sevcni years of continuous, ard-
uous and unselfish labor iii its behalf, is a niattcr
%vliich has flot failed to excite the livcly intercst of
the Law students. And the loss occasioned thcreby
they have just cause to, deplore. Ini vicw of Dr.
Trenholmc's position in the University and lais long
tcrm of service, it was eminently fitting, therefore,

tlat the students should mark in some tangible form
tlicir appreciation of lais work, and their sense of the
loss suffcrcd by the Faculty of Lav, through his
withidrawal froni it. But %ve nîistake greatly if the
Law students, in prescnting- the Dean with an illumin-
ted addrcss, %vere promptcd %wholly by a narrow Fac-
ulty intercst. It wvas no doubt felt, in response to a
wvîder and broader prompting, that the University as
a %vholc, flot being segrcgated from its faculties, must
bc affected by, and partake in the advantages and
losses incident to each and ail of theni. A giance at
the list of graduates ivili show that there is somne
basis for this sentiment. The graduates of the Fac-
ulty of Lav, small as it is comparatively in numn-
bers, have reflected no discredit on the University.
On the contrary, occupying as thcy do some of the
highest positions in tiae state, being con spicuous on the
bench of the Province and eniinent at the Bar, it may
be justly claimcd for them, that th,:y are most wor-
thy chidren of McGill, and have donc much to set
fier in a fair light before the world. Most, if not ail
of these, may also be claimed as Dr. Trenholme's
students, they hiaving passed under hîm as Professor
in the Facuity of Law. Without the slightest dis-
paragemient, therefore, to the eminent men 'who have
been associated with hini in the Faculty, Dr. Tren-
holine may justly claimn to have donc some service
to the University and to the cause of legal education
in the Province of Quebcc. As a teacher, Dr. Tren-
holme has been eminently successful. It is no doubt
truc that unless the material with which any teacher
lias to deal be of the right sort, his best efforts wil
i not greatly tell; but wvhec there is the necessary in-
tcllcctual stamina, the individuality of the teacher
and his nietbods wiIl immensely influence the course
of the serious student. In this regard, it might flot
be uninteresting to note briefly a few characteristics
which have always struck the students in connection
with Dr. Trenholmes lectures. In lecturing then,
foreniost of al], the Dean possesscd the peculiar gift
of arousing the interest and enthusiasm of the stu-
dents in the subjcct in hand. However uninterest-
ing the branch of law talken up might apparently be,
it soon became învested with a living interest, and
the student, instead of being repelled, found himself
alive to thc importance and attractiveness of the sub-
ject. Dr. Trcnhoimc's preliminary course on obli.
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