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the end of the XVIIth century, they were sold to pay
the debts of the owner. In 1714 the estates came iuto
the possession of a family calied Bligh, one of whonx,
in 1725, was created Earl of Darnley. This fam.ily
stili possess the estate. The park is extensive; some
of the oaks are mure than twenty feet in girth. The
park had the reputation of producing excellent vetaison.
Queen Elizabeth and Charles II. both visited Cobiain.
Driving past the lodge, we set ont for Rochester. The
view as you descend the valley of the Medway,
thrangh Strood, is grand. The city of Rochester as it
riscs front the slope across the Medway presents a
perfect picture. In the foreground is the massive
stone bridge spanning the river. From the bank,
building riscs tapon building tili they reach their crown-
ing glory in the ancient Cathedral and the castle. The
niost prominent feature is the Normian keep, hoary
with age, and covercd to the summitwith clinging ivy.
Somewhat lower down and behind is ta, be seen the
tawer of the Cathedral.

IlWbat a study for an antiquarian" were the very
words which fell froni Mr. Pickwick's mouth, as he
appiied the telescope ta his eye.

"lAh! fine place," said the stranger, "lglorious pile-
frowningwalls-tottering archcsdark nooks-crumb-
ling stair*cases-old cathedral, too--earthy sinel-
piigrims' feet worn away the aid steps-little Saixon
doors--onfessionals like money-takers' boxes at
thestres-queer custamers, those monksb-Popes, and
Lord Treasurers, and ail sorts of aid fellows, with
great. red tfces, and broken noses, turning up every
day-buffjerkins, toa-matchlocks--sarcophagus-fine
place-aild legends, too-strange stories: capitalý'

',The principal productions of these tawns (Rochester
and its suburbs)," says Mr. Pickwick, "«appear ta be
soldiers, sailors, Jews, chalk, shrimps, afficers and
dockyard men."

Clattering across the bridge, which is a handso.nc
stone structure, we drove up the High street and
pulled up at the aid 'lBull'" inn, now the Victoria and
Bull. It bas the usual notice up outside ihat it is
mentioned in Pickwick. It is a quaint place, with
wainscoted walls. Altbough the inn is ald the charges
are very modern. It will be remembered that in an
upper a-aom in this building taok place Uie inciorable
baU in wbich Jingle insulted the redoubtabie Dr.
Siamnier. The castle is an imposing structure, con-
sisting of a massive Norman keep and the remains of
its guarding walls. The keep is grey witb age and
covered in part by ivy. It now serves the more peace-
fnl purpose of a pigeon-loft. The grounds are laid out
i picturesque gardens averlooking Uic Medway, and

coutain an elegant memorial of the Queeu's jubilee in
a Queen Margaret Cross.

The castle is said tu have been buiît by Gundulpb,
Bishop of Rochester, towards the end of the XIth

oeptur. Odo, Bisbop, cf Bayeux, ta whom the town
bad been granted by bis half-brather the Conqueror,
wus beuieged bete beause cf bis implication in a con-
upiray i favoir of Robert of Normandy. King John,
Simon de Montort and Wat Tyler aise besieged it.

A grand tournament was held iu the castie by Henry
III. in 125 I. The structure was repaîred by Edward
IV., but sean after fell into decay.

Rochester was the seat of a church, founded by
Augustine as early as 6o4 A.D. This edifice was
partly destrayed by the Danes, and was rebuiît by
Bishop Gunduipli at the beginnîng of the XIIth
century. The building is comparatively small, being
onlY 310 feet in length. It is very plain inside, but
contains a fine crypt.

To get into the chair you must ascend a fiight of
steps. There are a number of interesting tombs,
among them eue ta the Wýo.-thy Master Richard Watts,
who founded a charity near by "for six pear travel-
lers, who, net being rogues or proctars, may receive
gratis for anc night, lodging, entertaininent and four-
pence each." The glory of the cathedral is its magni-
ficent west front, with a richly carved door in thc
Norman style.

Through Rochester, the Rar2an Durobrivae passes
the Roman road, Watling street. Many a tinte must
the Canterbury piigrims, leaving the Tabard inn in
the Barough, have travelled ever this road ta worship
at the shrine of the good St. Thomas of Canterbury.

Repassîng the bridge, where aur readers will ne
deubt remember Mr. Pickwlck had bis colloquy with
the dîsmal mian, we at length reached Gadshill. This
is a bill, as its naine signifies. At the top is a large
bouse, which, though somewhat altercd iu appear-
ance, is substantîaily the saine as whcu Dickens
owned it. Here in the retirement cf a charming
country district bcloved by ail araund, Dickens lived
fer the last years cf bis life, and produced xnany cf bis
best works. The inspiration cf thc place clings about
bis writings iu an unniistakable manner. Frcquently
he used ta saunter thraugh thc picasant 'walks cf
Cebhamn Park, and even pursncd bis joumney up ta
London. In inany of bis shorter pieces he describes
the delight he felt in doing this. Gadshill is aise
famous, in Shakcspere's Henry IV., wherc Falstaff and
the riotous Prince Hal waylay some honest travellers,
and Falstaff gets rather the worst cf it. 'This is com -
memairated by the Sir John Falstaff Inn near by.
Leaviî-g Gadshill the raad lcads by Uic quaint oId
cburch cf Chalk witb its curions sun-dial, tbrongh
Milton aud back ta Gravesend. This wbole region is
cf great beauty and intcrest ta those wbo are historie-
ally aud artistically inclined. Lying in the streani at
Gravcsend .'fforded epportunities for considerable
tbcught and romaucing. Evcry few moments steamers
were coming and going ferward ta ail parts cf the
world. The antount cf traffc is enormous. It
bappened te ho Whitnionday whea we were there.
As a consequence, ail IlLunnon " was out. Countiess
excursion steamers came down on their way to South-
end, Margate, Ramsgate and other places, crowded to,
the top cf their funnels. The 'Arrys and 'Arriets
were ail there ; babies squalling, mouth-organs and
key-bugies playing; pandemonium everywbere. Va.
rions- swee mélodies of the day, such as"Trra
bootu-de-ay " and " Get yer 'air cut," fioated &cache


