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burns in lier hionour, withi tue-. vestal vircrins, the crlorv of
thie city of Rome!

1Prefect,"-niobly anisweredl the young Roman niai-
den, "lif 1 refused v our son, a living man capable of thlin-
king, feeling, wvalkingl, speaki ng and enjoving like mvself
the lighlt of the sun, -if for thie love of Christ, I would flot
even look at him, it was flot in order to bowv mv liead,
afterwards, before soulless and lifeless idols, befo;re cold
and impassive stones."

Mie Prefect could not understand liow one could
prefer the promises of faith te thîe miost seductive realities,
and as lie felt thiat life 'vas nlothing for Agmies, lie did not
even tlireatlhen lier witli deatlî ; but to this noble child,
radiant with beauiv and innocence, lie wvas cowardlv enouigh
10 say'

"If vou do flot sacrifice te our gyods 1 will liave vou
tak-en to places of infaniv, and tiiere, to thie dishionour of
vour ancestors and te vour ewvn, vou will be abandoned to,
evcrv outrage. Hlave pity, îhîen, on vourseif, sacrifice te
V'esta, or. . . ..

IlDo not excite veurseif unnecessarily,"' 0 Prefect,
:Xgnes quictiv answered. %1I will net sacrifice to vour

1es anii iii vour liands, but I trust iii Christ te whionî 1
arn consecra cd. You knew not I-lis power, but He will
know hiow te defend mie, and 1 siall flot 1)e defiled !

Thie l'Ircfect's onlv answcr -%as 10 ordcr lier te bc strip-
Ped.

E--xcutor.s of this order wvcrc fou nd! 1 Butt--wonderful to
relate --ne soincr liad icir siniful hiands torii off Ille veunig
girl% clîiig tî lier hair, iii tihick,nlîagnificeit ring«leis,
spread itself around lierand, better than ailv garnient, hîid
lier beautiful forni freîîî view.

Cenducted te a lieuse tif illrepute, slic found anl anl-
gel wiigthere te protcct lier, anid tvhîen slx- cnîtercd the
room prcparcd as a 101111) for lier innocence, the saintlv
clîild vanislied in a dazzliîîg lighit. A whlite ga;int~a

iruitlier frt.emi heaven, and, pca.ccftullv, as if slic werc
in a sacred temple, slie knelt: iii pr«-ycr.

The PrefecC's son, for dariing Io -,.pproacli lier, %vas
struck stene dcad, by the angcl ;but touclied by lus fa-
ilîer's g.reai grief. tie saint restored hlîil Io life. -Mienî,
tie voungt iiaîî went, forth fronu the lieuise anîd proclainicd,


