v "and  physieal, the
world depends. What the farm
produces sustains the lives ot all;
it is consumed by the population,
As we are all required to eat and:
drink to sustain life we want the
best the farm produces; we all
prefer the rich, golden butter made
from the cream o the Jersey, Ayr-
shire or Guernsey cow to that
made of grease scarcely fit for any-
thing but soap, and then we would
much rather haveflour from the pure
wheat than the stuff that is now

sometimes gold tor flour,« Yes, the'

tarmer feeds all, and as all this de-
pends on the tarmer, should not he
receive the honor—his occupation
Le equal to any profession %

There are thogse who cannmot see
beautyin farming ; they cannot see
beauty in anything but money; of
that they get all they can and keep
all they get, starve themselves for
a little recreation, s little ot the
outside world, but they care for
nothing but money; money is their
idol; the beauties '
nature are all lost in their efforts
to gain wealth, They are not the
class of people that should be
1armers; money does not grow on
Lushes on the fafin as gome seem
to suppose; it is to be gained by
hard ‘labor; early and late, little
by little, the farmer’s ‘wealth is
accumulated. .

Theére has been a gloomi or shadow
cast over the farmer’s life. They
are thought *~be an ignorant, in-
ferior class of people. ~There is so

much drudgery, tvil and labor to
be done. Cannot we afford to Iabor
and have our ldbor rewarded, faith-
fully performing our work ? When
we gatlier what we have sown we
feel as though we were reaping
benefits Whi(}?l rightfully belong to
us; our labors have been honest,
we have nct cheated our neighbors
or wronged any one. Another
shadow cast over the farmer is his
clothes, He does not wear as soft,
smooth clothes as those that follow
city life. He can dress well; he
need not try to imitate the city fop
cr the Broadway swell. There is
no reason why a person should be
snubbed -because his -clothes are
coarse and plain, if they are clean
.and.whole. Perhaps:he:is as much
- more:of a thah than those:.dressed
the height. of: faghion  Clothes
og1ibt make the true and’ Lonest
The finger of scorn35"oiten

.

Smens %
- pointéd af the farmer on account

of his-seedy coat; and. coarse boots,
butSvhat caré ‘we farmers if that
fadéd"coat covers:gdiiie and horiest:
hearf: | -ogesEe - - -

and glories of|’

‘sgMe.  success.

-be-wall.

Grange, the band that holds the
farmer so close under the control
of others would soon be broken.

rBut they have got it into their

heads that it is a sort of grab-bag
institution that none but the lead-
ing members or those that have the
most wealth get any benefit, that
others are brought into the Grange
to be cheated out of what little
they have, but it is not so. All
members of the Grange, if they
take hold and Iift, share the
. Some join the
Grange with the idea that it is some.
great ‘money msking institution,
and when they find that it is not,
but something the members con-
sider far more beneficial, they drop
from the Grange,report itahumbug,
etc, and so hurt the Grange. But
we do not care to have such in the
Order. “They are only chaff ; those
that expeet to gain reward must
hold on to the plow. ¢

Prorresneer at theGrange; they
ridicule the organization, Very
well. Yet it lives, it even thrives,
There have been many other or-
ganizations thatincurred sneers and

‘ridicnle, contnmely and obloquy,

while they really deserved kind re-
gard from all mer. There are men
who scoff at all good, but they die
énd the good lives. ~Does it dis-
courage anearnest worker in agood
Calise whew men who pass by him
look askant or smile in derision of
his labor? It may be unpleasant,
even -vexatious to beso regarded,
but it should be no disconragement.
When we areremindad of “hayseed
in the hair.” let us be charitable ;
oar -accusers may have something
worse. If we go straight forward,:
doing duty in the Grange, aniout,
there will be no harmful zesults
from sneers directed against our
“~anization. If we are quite wil-
ling to fvass for just what we are
we shall be so accepted, notwith-
standing misrepresentsfions ; and

‘if we waste no time fighting wind-

mills we shall have more oppor-
tunity to accomplish work that will
yieldprofit: Wemay safely assume
that the Grange will not die of

.sneers, unless they ‘come from the
1Inside, in-which case it ecan be

spared. i :

The Grange .causeis “booming,”

-4nd if- evéry Patron-will do what:

he knows tovbe kis duty; all will
I;%one“&’hﬁﬁk l;aek, but

let the' whole rank 2t file press

forward in solid plalanx and’ vie-s

tory will surely

¢rown our banner.s

called?
‘pétuaticortof our Orderfif we bat

S awe?

our wayward footsteps onward in
the path of safety, and as we con-
tinue to walk in this straight path
our influence will be felt by all,
society that comes in contact with
us. e cannot be too guarazd
in our actions towards sociaty
and each other. Sincere respect:
for our organization, good “will
and brotherly love oie tofvard:
another, must and will bring the
respect of society for us as Patrons.
Let us then, by otir very best ac-
tions, endeavor-to shed abroad such
an ii’iﬂ%e‘nc‘e that will redound to’
our credit and bring home to ue the
respect .12at we are- justly entitled
to, just as we by our own actions
show to the world ;at large that it-
owes us such., :

We should waste no time in idle
Tegrete. Thegates of* the past aré
closed. Whatever our errors have
been, “Let the dead past bury
its dead.” We are in the present.
Let 6§ bring our hearts and
thoughts in close union with each
other.""Here we stand each and
every one of us on the broad plat-

form of eqnality, united by thel

strong ties of Faith, Hope, Charity,
and Fidelity. - 'What golden oppor-
tunitieswe hidve before us; by our
united actions should we prove to
the world that,we are- worthy of
the great high-calling that has been
entrusteéd to:-our care. We have:
imperative duties to perform ; here
is our sphere and here is our work;
the work is not too large for us,
neither is the responsibility too
heavy. But earnestness of purpose
is a virtue too many of us lack.
We shonld cultivate more decision
of character and give decided en-
couragement to all conscientions
convictions of Patrons inregard to
carrying out the Frinciples that our
noble Orderinculcates. The pres-
ent is the time to do whatever our
hands find to do. The future is
before us; but it is veiled trom onr
eyes ; we eannot take the: work be-
fore us even- into-our:thoughts;we:
must trusﬁ"gnd»hpﬁé@@ﬁﬁbﬁhg{
fature comes each: présent! honr s
we must face-it and. ‘bs ready tq'
give instant and faithiul attention.
to the work ot our organization for
the coming year. No‘true Patron

-should eacuse himself: sapon the

plea of'no time, for'if we are sincere
wecean and will make time. 'There
is not-a Patron but has more time;

:and better time, than they ever

had before they joined-the Grange,.
for é¥exy hour’s work:that. we are
pon:to. perforin for-the-per--

have faith, adding thiereto. persever-:
:)%_A\ i
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to have plent{(of recess while it is
going up to keep our hearts light
and balance our brains, But ‘%he
intervals mean work, and everyone
who desires that this building shall
be completed in & lasting manner
(to use a homely phrase) must help

{handle the brick and mortar.

These builders are what we want
in every Grange; we need more
workers that are willing to help
rear this great structure, to counter-
act the influence of those ,Q%&f’g‘re
30 ready to pull down. . put’
your heéads and hearts together,
the Present is the accepted time;
devise plans by which the work will

o forward as each hour of the
.%utur‘e opens its gates to receive us,
‘80 that we may be enabled to say
that wé are carrying the very best
of influence it isinthe powér of the
Grange t6 produce into homes that
‘are fcunded in love and into society
at large.

If Not, Why Not!

It seems strange that we cannot
dabble in stocasorinsare our lives,
or dv a hundred other things with-
out employing and paying some-
body else to -do-it: for us.

" Yes, it seems strange, passing
strange, indeed, that the expensive
services of middlemen cannot be
dispensed with, and the :honest
teilers in all avocations of life real-

ize for their own benetit the just'

reward of- their labor. How dis-
heartening to the faithful worker
on the farm or in the shop to know
that of the fruits of hio toil, his skill
and his genius, .he ean have but
littlemore than a slaveling’s reward.
How different with the manufac-
turer who modestly demands and
receives on every piece of machinery
he sends out of tge shop a fair per-
‘céntage of profit over and above all
expenditures for material and labor.
Thenthe middeman’s commigsion is
paid by the purchaser. In other
:Wwords,thebuyers-pay.theactial cost
«0f the.articles bought by them, and
-support the middleman snd his
family in ease and comfort hesides.
Truly our farmers are a charitable
class of people:or they would resist
this unwarrantable claim on, their
‘bounty. It is folly to supposg for a
moment that you can buy cheaper
or get better terms: ‘from the mid-
dleman than fromthe manufacturer,
‘becanse hissupyport is derived. from
‘theexcess be receives from you over
and sbove the price-he pays to the
‘manufacturer. YThere is' no - other

dlemen or go-betweens protit by
the non-organization of industry
and levy toll right und left, deter-
mining in most cases the price the
purchaser must pay. To illustrate
more plainly what we mean, we
cite the following incident narrated
by 2 gentleman uninterested in
business pursuits but simply abroad
for pleasure. Entering the business
Place of 2 manufacturer of shovels

he asked the price of an articls
near by. “ Well! " was the reply,

" we sell them to the middlemen fo,
eight pence and they retail theur'to
their customers at one shilling and?
eight pence. If those who need 3
them would come dire st to ug they 3
could save the shilling they pay tho 3
go-between for his services,

This is a coneise statement of
actual facts and shows the system
for in more instances than one the
buyer pays the middleman more
than. twice the cost of the article
purchased. |,

Ouar farmers hold in their hands
the remedy for this evil and can
apply it at any time. The Grange
was designed to meet and overcome
this very difficulty, and where the
principles of the Order are rigidly
observed the members suffer noth-
Ing from this source. Co-operation
renders it easy to buy direct from
the manufacturer and producer
such supplies as are needed. Every
Grange should have its co-operative
funds and each member of the
organization should patronize only
the authorized business house, and

cease towpurchase through middle-
men. We havenot space to elabor-
ate on this point now, but if our
readers will adopt this plan, we
are satisfied that the result will be
so satisfactory that they will never
again have recourse to theservices
of themiddlemen. We are not'un-
mindful of the tact that -as society
is at present constituted the services
of some agents, perhaps one in every
twenty of those now acting in .that
capacity, may be:a-convenience to
the public. But.the. number is too
great and the tax they impose on
the farmer too onerous and out of
all proportion to the service ren-
dered.. :

Thereé is much. to be gained bv
co-operation, nothing fo. be lost,
Protéction against the oppressinn
of monied mqnopolies can only be
had through unity of action and
combination of effért. Perteet
unity éan'  best be tecured by or-

sourca from which his pay ¢an come.
RN :

ganization.

t0 be very improvident for society, *




