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OAK TIMBER IN THE UNITED
STATES.

The causes that led to tho disappearanco of
tho oak treesin England have in tha course of
timo come inso oporation in the Unitod States,
and within the recollection of persons now
living tho white oak has almost entirely disap-
peared as a shipbnilding timber in those states
in which that industry hias been most:actively
carricd on, according to the censusroport. In
Maino virtually 2]l of tho oak acccssible from
tho cosst is gone, and only a few small and
scatterod bodies of it now oxist. It is thought
that in tho western pdrt of tho state, in the
vicinity of Wolls, there is oak enough still left
to supply the frames of about 200 vessels ; but
it grows largoly on property whero it is valued
for its effect upon the landscapo, and cannot be
utilized commercially, There aro red aud other
species of oak found in the mountainous and
broken parts of Maino ; but they aro at present
inaccessible. Xt is bolioved at Augusta that in
the older and better settled portion of the state
tho amount of timbor and wood growing is
suffering no material diminution, and it is
thought by some that the arca in the state de.
voted to forestry is now larger than it was 20
Fears ago. .

The southorn part of New Hampshire was
once donsely covored with oak, but on sccount
of tha oxcellenco of the wood and tho good
workmanship of the ship builders, all the tumber
within easy distance of the coast hes now disap.
peared. The northern part of the stato is stock-
od with red oak, intermingled with othor timber,
and when railroads aro buit in sufcent number
to cover that region a great deal of timber will
como into market.

In Vormont whito oak is still in fair supply,
sud is scattorod over largo part of the state,
more ospecially in the counties bordemng on
Lsko Champlain. Tho stato has onough oak
for her limited uso for a long time, and some to
sgare,  Owing to the lack of chesp transporta.
tico much of it will not bo called for until the
supply elsowhero bocomes 8o reduced that the
incroased prico will pay the cost of hauling long
distauces, and by that timo the supply will
probably be much lessened by local corsump-
tion.

In Massachusotts noarly all tho oak is gone,
aud littlo comes in tho market, cxcop? by reason
of the division of patriarchal cstates and the
necessity of paying off legacies, when tho osk is
cat and sold. MMassachusetts oak is of oxcellent
quality.

A small supply of oak is still to be found in

‘thostate of Connecticut, but rhipbuilding has

almost coased therq, and if that industry should
ever reach considerablo proportions aga.n, tho
&apply would not last moru than a fow years,

A largo part of Now Jorsey was originally
covered with tho finest oak, but the cloaring of
lnd for cultivatiop, and the uso of oak in the

general arts, has nearly removed the timber
{rom tho atate. For a long period foroests of this
timbor flourished; almost untouched, in tho
southorn part of tho state, but the railroads
have made it accossible and it is disappearing
at a rapid rate. Thero are but & few places left
where oak timbor of any si.e can be cut.

The largest oak forests now existing, growing
close upon the Atlantic coast, are on tho Penin.
sula of Delawaro and in the statos of Maryland
and Virginia. The timber originally covered
the whole face of the country from the Dela-
ware river to the Chesapoake Bay and boyond,
and the trecs were 5o tall that tho majority of
them would yield 23 feet squarp and 60 feot in
length without a spot or defect. Delawaro and
Maryland white oak becamo famous moro than
fifty years ago forits Issting quality and goneral
oxcellonce. Scrious inroads had already been
mada into the supply in 1861, and during the
war an imnibnse amount of it was cut. At
least one half of the faco of tho country on the
Delawaro, Maryland and Virginia poninsulas is
atill covered with » thick growth of oak trees,
but nearly all the first growth noear navigable
waters has been cut, It is supposed that Wor-
cester county, Maryland, has more oak than
any other locality at presont, as thore was very
little cut in that county beforo tho railroad was
built through it o fow years ago; butaincon
way of transportation has boen opencd, wool-
cutters have boon operating thero vigorously.
Owing to the gradual clearing up of the coun-
try the soil has grown drier, or some other
change has taken place which scews to affect
the guality of tho timber, and many of the Jocal
builders in Delawaro and Maryland who are
familiar with the timber resources of their
statcs, bolieve that tho first growth of white
oak can never bo replaced, and that tho dos-
truction of timbor now going on is perinanent.
Tho demand from hore is not limited to tho
United States, for Delaware and Maryland oak
is now sent to Canada aud Europe in large
quantitics,

There 18 good oak in the Alleghany region
south of Ponnsylvania oxtending necarly to
Goorgis, aud though cheap whero it stands, tho
exponso of bringing it down for shipment would
be considerable.

Along tho northorn lakes the whito oak has
disappeared with the same rapidity as on the
soacoast.  Originally tho country was covered
with almost ono unbroken forest contsining oak,
pine, hemlock and hardwood from Lake Cham.
plain to the head of Lako Superior; but in the
place of this grand growth of timber there now
oxista an unbroken scrics of cloarod and culti.
vated ficlds and thriving ciiies for a distance of
moro than & thousand miles. A fow small
forests remair. ¢3 in tho Adirondack region in
Now York and on the peninsulss of Mictigan
aad Wisconsin, and some 0ak remains scatterod
in small quantitics all along tho atatos border-

ing on the lakos, out nino tenths of all the tim-
ber is gone. Even in Michigan whero tho bost
white oak of the Wost is found, people aro
importing timbor to some oxtent from Canada
in order to oke out the local supply. The
wostorn fososts have boen the more severoly
taxed for oak because that is the only good
timber the ship builders on the great lakes have
had. Thoy aro too far from tuo southern mar-
keta to buy [pitch pine, and their white pino is
too soft and perishable. This fact, and the
goneral demand for oak timber for houses, cars
and other lodal purposos, and its exportation to
the East and to Europe, the cleariug up of the
country, and tho disastrous losses by forest fires
havo caused the troes to disappear with remark-
ablo rapidity. ‘The wood has become &0 searco
that prices have risen 100 per cont, in tho last
20 yoars.

The greateat hardwood forests in the country
originally grew ovor tho faco of the torritory
extonding from Arkansas and Missouri castward
all along both sides of tho Ohio river and up
the Cumberland, Tencessco and othor great
branches of the Ohio to tho mountains of Vir.
ginia, and ovor tho mountains down to tho
coast. On the northern side of tho Ohio the
oak has been pretty well cut off, excopt in
scatterod lowlands; but on the southorn side of
the river, in Wost Virginja, Teonesseo and
Wostern North Caroling, and away west in
Misgouri and Arkansas, there is an abundance
of white oak timber. The quality is not slways
80 good as thatof the coast oak, but thero is
encugh timber growing in moist lands to mako
tho wood sufficiontly sound for shipbuijlding

purposoes,

Besides the oak used for shipbuildiag, a large
quantity is cut annually for the ropsiring and
building of wharves axd piers in harbo.s in
which shipping is employed, and tho trees cut
forthoso purposes aro unfortunately tho younger
ono. The forests are thus being stripped of
both largo and small trees.  No opportunity is
given them to recuperato, 8o that while con.
sumption of white oak bocomea greater, and
incroases immensely for many purposs, the
circurastances are such that it is almost impos.
sible to ontortain tho slightcst hope of over
replacing the timber when it has finally beon
cut off.~—Zumber World.

‘WHY REDWO0OOD DEPRECIATED.

The following reason of tho decline of tho
prico of redwood in tho San Francisco market
is given by the California Building News : It is
a sourco of no small inquiry axong our people
asto what has demoralized the lumber trado
during the past six months. As is well known,
thoro oxisted for somo time provious to the late
brake in prices, a combination amang manufac-
turers to regulato prices by limiting tho supply,
Tho California market will consu.ns annually
150,000,000 feet of redwood Jumber, Ty supply

thiﬂ demand each manufacturor was allowed a
cortain quots, to bo shipped to San Francisco,
all the redwood Jumber arriving in that port
being, to all intents and purposes, sold through
tho agents of the combination. Last fall it was
found that at least 20 por cent moro than thoe
market would take wotld bo produced the
coming year, and it waa proposed to reduco tho
quota allowed each manufacturer 20 per cent.
and thus lold tho market at the figuro which
had provailed for two yoars past, giving the
mill men good profits and onabling them to
employ a larger numbor of laborers at good
wages, thus making business livoly in all tho
lumber regions. Soveral of tho Mendocino
lumbsr manufacturors refusod to accede to tho
20 por cent. reduction of their quota, and sold
their lumber under the combination price, and
thus tho market was brokon. Othors in tho
association said: *Well, it is now avery man
for himself > and tho prico has boon graduslly
getting lower and lower, until now redwood
lumber is being sold in San Francisco at loss
than tho cost of manufacturo and transporta.
tion. It isclaimed that this stato of affairs can
bo but temporary, aud matters will sooneror
Iater como back to a legitimato busincss basis—
with some manufacturers many thousands of
dollars out of pocket. Tho best informed man-
ufacturers of lumber tell us tho demand is up to
the average, and if it had not beon for the
circumstances above rolated, tho lumber trade
would zow bo as good as it has beon atany
timo within tho last threo yoars. There is s
slight dulnoss at present in the foreign demand
for what is know aa large, rough, clear, suitable
for export. This latter is a branch of tho
rodwood lumber trade, which is supplied almost
axclusively by Humboldt county, and ronders
hor manufacturcrs indopondent of the homo
market to a considerablo oxtent,  Our lumbor
doalers foel tho effect of the temporary dapres.
sion in the California market, but tako a hope-
ful view as to a roadjustment of prices and
better times.”

THE VOYAGEURS.

LoNDON, May 16.—That the largo contingent
of Canadian voyageurs should contain s stray
black shoop is not to bo wondered at, but it is
no less a fact that as an entire tho Cavadians
did oxcollent work, and won tho praise of those
with whom thoy camo in contact, Farly Dotby
has roceived tho following very satisfactory
dospatch  from  Lord Wolseloy :—* Cortain
uanfounded statomonts having eppeared in
various papors o tho effoct that thelr eaploy-
went has been attended with unsatisfactory
rosults, Idosiro to placo on rocord not only
my own opinlon, but alzo that of ovory officor
connocted with the direction and mansgement
of the boat columns, that the sorvices of these

voyagours have been of the groatest ible
valuo, and further that their conduct through-
out has been excellent, ' —Afadl,




