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preciating remarks on tho preacher, if he bas | DEATH OF

nat come uvp to their standard, than to pou-
der tho mesenge, which he may have beeo
commissioned by God to delver to them. Is it
10 bo wondored at, if, while sermons aro hoard
m such a epirit, the scal continnes unimpreesed
and unmoved { .

God not unfreqiently ropruves his own peo-
ple, when they loso aught of Himselt, and cuuses
them to know that it 15 not the eluquenco or tho
wioro intellectunl power of men, but the influence
of the epurst, wluch can promote their epirttual
prosperity, It 18 relat-d that on ona occasion a
person who accidentaliy, or to speak mare cor-
roctly, providentially heard tho colohrated Elbe-
nezer Brskine, was much impressed and edified by
the discuurse ta which he Lstenod. At another
time tho samo iodividual trmvelled a conmdorable
dustance for the express purposo of hwaring the om-
weat diviae,  Oan this vccason, bowever, thero
was great dwsappoitment.  The diviso was as
earaest and as cloguent a3 befure, but the senmnon
wa3 heard without much iuterest or edification.
Having had an opportunity of conversing with
Mr. Eskine, the individual tentivned the ecis-
cumstances, and expressed his regret and surpniso
at ho differenco. *¢ I think,” «ays the divine,* [
cun explain 10 you the causo ; formerly you went
1o hear the word of the Loid--ths tune you
carce to hear Mr, Erskine.” Are thero nut many
amongat us who continue wuhout spioitual pros-
perity or advancemen., jost because in waiting
on the means of grace, they loso sight of God
and his word, and mesely Icok 10 the instru-
moent?

The habit of crticiving scriuuns is often pro-
ductivo of the miost permcious effecis on the
minds of the young, when it 13 donein their
bearmng. In the life of the Rdv. Dr. Alexaador
u fact is stated, which shows tho evil effects of
Yight and de preciating remarks oa sermans which
have been preached by the servams of God. At
one time ho was living, in lus youth, in a remote
pare of the country, whero he had not the privi-
{ego of waiting regularly on the preaching of
the gospel. A travelling migister having preach-
ed in the neighborhuod, the youny man went to
hear him, and recerved a deep iwpression from
the sermon delivered on that oceasion. This
impression was, however, he tells us, epurely ob-
literated by the disparaging remarks which wero
mado by his pareats We foar there aro many
instances of the-young being lhardened and pre-
judiced ngainst the gospel, by tho light and
tlisparaging whyt iu which their parents and others
sppuk of qﬁn}slcm and of their perfprmapcos.

Would that we had mote laithiulness and
godly siecerity on tho part of ministors, and more
pimp‘icity and earnesiness on the pary of heav-
¢rs. Then might we hape to see the word
prgached, pot returaing void, b»t' producing
mighty effects on the copscienges, the heayts,and
the Jives of men. Then might we hope to sco
many brought out of darkness into magvellovs
‘Iigﬁt‘, and from the power of Satan untg Gody—
“Then might we hope to see the wilderness snd
the, eolitary place mado glad, and the wilderness

THE EMPERCR OF RUSSIA.

Intelhigenco, which wo have every reason to
regyrd as well founded, has just come, of the
death of Nicholss, Emperor of Russia. Apoplery
is said 10 have followed an nttack of influenaa,
and to have been the immediate causo of his
death. Whatever may be the immediato offccts
of his death on the war which s now being car-
ried on in tho Crunea, it is almeat eeriain that
it will materially focilatate the negotiations for
‘poace. Tt tx ecarcely to be ynppoxed that a young
Einperor, whatovere may be his {ydividual view as
to the present struggle, will oxhibit the same iron
will, the same unhonding purpose, the same reck~
lors determination, which charncterized Nicho-
lar. Tn thiz viow we cannat but recogniso the hand
of God in the event to which we rofer.  Atthe
vory timo when noegotiations with a viow to peace
wero about 15 be entered into, the man, whose
ambition aad wuhending purpnse occasioned so
much bloodshed, dad whose duplicity would
have rendered negobation peculiarly difficult and
;iangerous. has been cot off

Whag on illustration does this ovent give us
of the ?fecl. even in this life, of unbndled pas-
sion and uncontrolled ambition. The Autocrat,
who roigned over millions of snbjects, conld not
control his own epirit. Ho gave himself up en-
tiroly to tho Just of power. Now harassed
and prostrated in mind and body, he succambs
to disoxse, auperinduced, in all probability, by
mentai vezation and physical excitement. What
an stiustration doces it also give of human nothing-
ness, and of God's irresistible and sovercign
powor. But a short time ago Nicholas, Autocrat
of all tho Russias, controlled thousinds by his
individual wall. Now he lics a mass of corrup-
tible clay.  God, who witnessed his ambi-
tions projects said, * hitherto shalt thou come and
no fanther,” The sontence goes forth from his
wmounth, and straightway his body returans to tho
dust as it was, and hia spirit departs to its God
and judge. Thue God ¢ poureth cortempt upon
princes, and weakencth tho strength of the
mighty.’

The Czar has died ia his 59th year, He was
uadoubtedly, possessed of many groat faculties,
But he was the slave of his awa ambiticn, to
graufy which, he was utterly regardless ot hu-
man hfe. Even siaco tho present war com-
menced, many thousands bave been sacrificed to
his insatiable ambition and vobending detormi-

nation. MMay his succeseor bo taught to pursue |

a diflerent course, and to follow the things which

make for poace.
et sl e emia

Tue Crerovy Reserve Bin—It turns out,
that, according to tho feara of many, the Gov-
erament, instead of recognising individual minis.
tera in sho matter of commutation, will do noth-
ing without the sanction of tne respoctive
chutches. This confirma, tho suspicion that the
whole affair was a merc schome to blind .3
community, and to secue to the favourito
t.:i}u;ches 24 a perprtuity, their shares of tho Re-
gotves. A motion brought forward by Mr,
I}r&wn, with the viow if possible, of greventing

wpde 10 vejoics and blossom athe tose. . .. | the apprehendal evile, has beon lost.  Ifnot tog

{ato, petitions should be got up &gainst commuta.
tion, tmore ospecially as the Govornment prew
tondod that the couatry approves of thoe plan, bs.
causo thero havo beon no petitions against ft. I
people will only speak out their felt sentiments,

there will bo no want of potitions.
e o————

TUE FORMATION OF A PROTESTANT
ALLIANCE.

A Protestant Alliance has now beeo formally
organizod in Toronto. Tho objecta that «re
contomplated Ly tho formativa of such an Allie
ance, may be bost loaraed from tho Resolugons
which wero adopted at a pubtic mesting late!s
held it the city. Thess Resolutions, so faf ae
thoy bear on tho objects of the Allisnco, wert in
the following terms ;—

1. That it appears desirable to form an Alli~
ance, which shall combine all classes of Protes.
tants, whoso object shall ho not merely to oppoes
tho progress of Popery, but to mamtain and de.
fond, against all its encroachments, the scriptur
al doctrines of tho Reformation, and the prncl.
ples of religious liborty, as the bost security, un.
dor God, for tho temporal and epiricual wdlfsrs
and prosperity of this Provinco : and farther, by
scriptural means, hereafier to be specified, to aim
at the conversion of Ruman Catholicatatho pute
fanth of tho gospel, .

2. That such an Association may promots
this most_important objoct, by tho followihgy
among other methods:~by awakoning Profes-
tants of different closses, and of different opini.
ons on politics and church government, to such
a sonze of christian patriotism, as shall lead-
them, in tho oxcreies of their constitutionsd prix
vileges, to regard tho intorests of Protestant/?sm
£3 tho paramount abjoct of thoir concorn, kéep-
ing minor and merely political differsnces in
subordination to this greas ond; by uniting the
Protestants of tho Provinco in o firm and porsey
vering demand, that the Legislative support ‘and
encouragement given to Popory, shall bo discéne
tinped. In this demadd would be included ajt
endowments of Popery in every form and ofev-
ory kind drawa from the public revenues—any
concession of rank or precodence to Romish Pe-.
clesistics, and the allowanco of conveptua] es-
tablisbruents, not subjéct to the inspection’and
control of the law, ' '

3. That the Alliance shall oxtend thei? symd
pathy ond support to Protestants ia foreign conne
tries, whq may be suffering oppression for thg
cause of-the Gospol ; and they shall exept them-
sclves to call forth ths Hothe and Provineial Go2
voraments to obtafn‘for Protestants in overy past
of the world, religious libatty equal tothat which,
ia granted to Roman Catholics—cspegially the
liberty of public worship—of freo discussion—
and tho uoresiricted uso apd circulatipn of the
word of God,

Wo cbserve some difference of opinion hge
shown itself 2sto the cxbediency of orgaulaipy
such an association. We are, howéver, decid- -
edly of opiaion, that it is high time for somethipg’
being done for uniting Projestants in an intellis
geat, seriplural, mild, but still firm’ opposition to*
Popory, as being a system directly opposed to thi
scgial.and political, as well as to the morad #nd
spigitual intergsis of any commuaity. The pre-
sent policy of Roman Catholjos, their ingrexs.
ing Gemands, especially with- regard to Bduca.
 tion, and tho subserviency to Popesy #o- afton
roasifested by those in power, render the organi-~
 zation of 2 Protestant ‘Alliance, $3 our opinidh,
nor-only expadient, but nesestaty. - Sach geosi-"
atiotis aré now betag formed ol over Grest Bri®




