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THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.',

ant poetical career about the same time that Joseph
Hume commenced his political course. In splendour
of endowment and the capacity of delighting and eleva-
g mankind there could be no manner of comparis-
00 Letween the poet and the politician, yet at this day
W few hearts beat in gratitude towards the former
Compared to those who do homage towards and bless
e latter.
Je one, and one well worth knowing? It is to be found
1n the ohjects respectively pursued by each.—The rich
tadowments of the poet were mainly concentrated on
Personal gratification,—the most conspicuous function
Of his genius was to portray or adorn a morbid misan-
ropy or sensualism; the Reformer sought neither
. Bain, celebrity, nor aggraudisement, and he has lived
earn the gratitude of millions of his countrymen.
The career of Mr. Hume supplies a striking illustra-
on of what, with ordinary talent, may be achieved by
Oree of character ; in other words, it furnishes a new
Proot that in order to public usefulness the moral eu-
OWments are more important than the intellectual.
ith the genids of a Burke or a Chatham, but with
€33 of the moral energy that adiere to the true and
~ Mght amid calumny, ridicule, desertion, and repeated
scomfiture, Hume might and would have broken
oW 5 bu$ possessing the invaluable qualities of faith
"1 the RiHT, and courage to adhere to it in the face of
Ong continued abuse aud opposition, he has triumphed.
In his address to the electors of the Montrose Burghs,
1818, he 1aid down as the principle and object of his
Political life—“to act in his public capacity,uninfiluenced
¥ personal or party motives, keeping in view only the
l’u,blic good ;*” and now, having stedtastly adhered to
this course through evil report and good report, he
Ves to realise the reward of his disinterested services.

“Vanity of vanities.” was the exclamation of the
Yoyal voluptuary, at the conclusion of a course which
E“d exhausted the appliances of personal enjoyment.

What profit hath a man of all his Jabor which he tak-

h under the sun ?” *Lhere is nothing but misery in
18 world I think,” was the spirit-groan of the lisensu-

‘,},‘lﬂ Poet to whose career we have %eady adverted.

he verdict pronounced on life by™the man who has
Ursued a course of disinterested virtue—even though
etforts should have referenceonly to the well-being

f hig fellow-men in the present state of existence—is

®8entjally different. **The history of my political life,”

r“ld Mr."Hume, “is not without its moral, and the

®850n which it teaches is that, in whatever situation

9% lite he may be placed—if one keeps the right path

the pursuit of truth, honestly, and faithfuly, he will
3tlast tind the respect of all, and that his conduct will
ineet with due acknowledgement.” It iseven so ; and
*%w we find that Mr. Hume—arrived at the natural
his of human life—instead of having to lament that
U8 labours have been fruitless, and his toils in vain,
i?aolces over thé character as well as the amount of
Buccesses. “‘ As a legislator I always considered
Yself bound to declare my opinions j they might be
‘i‘“y the opinions of one man, and very often it was so.
g h:-eVe often divided the House of Gommons with six
ven upon questions which are now the law o
- u“-’.land.” The all but unadimous verdict of th{
- Wtion js now pronounced in favour of the wisdom
. po justice of those measures once 80 unpopular in
arliament, and it is fitting that honours should crowd
and the head of the venerable senator who had the
woTAge t0 take the lead in their advocacy when there
ere few to follow. There are men with whom we
more fully in opinion than we do with Mr. Hume.
e are men who command a larger measure of our
i }:eration. There are men who occupy & Wider space
© o 9ur hearts; but to the full measure of his eapacity

Penetration do we honor him as an honest man,
true patriot, a useful senator. The type of legisla-

which he has advocated isnet, as has been absurdly
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What is the secret of this, for there must |-

alleged, good for one particular epoch or one nation
merely, but for all countries and all times. Those
who can recognise political Truth only when it has
the voice of the majority in its favour and Right ouly
when it has become law, had better let the cnaracter
(g such men as Mr. Hume alone.—.dberdeen Free
ress. !

HORRORS OF THE CHINESE WAR,

A friend has kindly furnished us with an extract from
a private letter just received from Dr. Parker, the Mig
sionary Surgeon, of Canton, which will be read with in-
terest. . Dr. Parker went from Framingham, Mass,,
about twenty years ago, and has resided in China ever
since. No toreigner, probably, has ever had so folly
the confidence of the Chinese, orsuch opportunities for
familiar mtercourse with that peculidr people. I'his fam-
iiarity has been brought about by the Doctor’s medical and
surgical practice among them, Dr. Parker has proba-
bly performed or directed more surgical practice opera-
tions them any other man liwing. Oune of his reports
gives the number of cTes attended to by him at 23,000 }
L'he prevalent surgical cases are those of diseases ot
the eye and tumors. Mus, Parker was the first Chrigt~
ian female foreigner, so far as is known, who entered
Cantonn This she did in the night time in disguise
The letter is dated Canton, July 18, 1854, and readsas
follows :

¢ China is at present the theatre of civil war and re-
volution, and within the last fortnight all their, horrors
have been exhibited very near to us. On the 6th of
July, Flehshon,a town ten or twelve miles west of Can-~
lon, embracing nearly a milion of people, fell into the
power of the insurgents, and the imperialists have en-
deavored in vain to recapture it. The smoke by day and
fire by night, of burning villages, have been visible
from my terrace. On the 13th inst. the first blood was
shed on the north of this city, a few miles distant, if we
except that spilt by the sword ofthe exccutioner the
number of decapitations daily averaging fifty or gi’x[y'
and for the last ten years 50,000! To-day” there hag
been a second battle 1n this vicinit —sixty eight insur-
gents taken prisoners and one hundred slain.

¢ Day before yesterday the insurgents were victor;,
and lh¥ee hund?sred jmp);rialists wire killed? VIlEtic;nsoauifl'
some of the captives to-day were brought in on poles
theif hands and feet being tied like pigs ! others” were
brought in on the points of sharp ba.nboos ; some have
their ears cut off; others are ham-strung. The panic
in the city, as the gates were closed during these skir-
mishes, and the flight of women and children, it jg diffi
cult to portray ; and from hour to hour we ’know no;
what may become the condition of foreigners, Byt most
fortunately at present there is a naval force—British and
American—able to protect us against any mob Alaz ’
for Chwa. It would seem the declaration, that the g,
tions that will not serve God shall be destroyed, is about
to be fulfilled. Our only consolation is—the Lord reign-
eth.’—Boston Traveller.
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PROBABLE EFFECT OF THE ANGLO-FRENC
. ALLIANCE ON THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE., H

The subject of the probable effect of the present
happy alliance of the two most civilized natiohs of the
world on the language of those nations is one deserving
the consideration of every lover of literature, ag well
as the etymologist. Among many other effects of this
alliance this is not the least note-worthy. To the
lish student it is more particularly worthy of gy
for it is a well-known fact that the English tonguey’
more susceptible of change and of receiving jp re;s_
sions than any other language. This is, apq ahl:'a
has been, one of its characteristics, y8

The foundation of the English tongye ig v

while the superstructure :is composed of pi?z:]}f:;’

almost every known language—Latin, Greek, French,
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