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Weekly Offering, as their method of secur-
ing the funds requisite for congregational
and general ecclesiastical purposes. One
of theso has been making its contributions
in support of ordinances in this way for
nearly a quarter of a century: another for
about five yonrs, and another for ncarly
four. The rest have all commenced opera-
tions within two years. The measure of
success has been, almost without exception,
encouraging, in moat cases very cncourag-
ing. The following is the most unfavour-
able report which the Committee received.
“At our last congregational meeting, it
was agreed to adopt the plan of weekly
storing and coutributions for all purposes.
Since that time the plan has been in opera-
tion, but not with results so satisfactory as
we would desire.” The general results
will bo best indicated by drawing upon the
langunge of the reports themselves. One
brother writes : * Our congregation adopt-
ed the recommendations of Synod concern.
ing Systematic Beneticence for the support
of ordinances, on the first of June, 1872,
The results so far, though not up to the
requirements, are as good as anticipated,
and compare favourably with those of the
past year.”” Another report:  We have
adopted the Synod’s scheme partially—that
is, to meet claims for support of ordinances
with entire success.” Another says, and
quito & number report almost in the same
““We have been encouragingly
tnocessful. The results compare favour-
§ ably with those of the past year.” Another
2 writes :—* We commenced the system on
£ Oct. 1st, 1870, with considerable improve-
@ ment on the old scheme.” Amother in-
® forms us: “ Wo have introduced the sys-
g tom at the commencement of the current
yoar. The course which we .pursue is to
contribute every Sabbath for support. of
ordinances and the various schemes of the
thurch. We asked the congregation to
give an average of $32.00. Owing to the
stormy winter whick we had, the contri-
butions at the end of March only averaged
$22.38. From the first of April to the 9th
of June, the amount raised per Sabbath.
was $31.18, coming nearly up to the mark,

Wonamed & high average in the first in~

stance. We could do with $28.00, but
anxious to raite $32.00, as it would enable -
us to give larger contributions to the
schemes of the church. Upon the whols,
we are very woll satisfied with the working
of‘the scheme.” A sixth, at the close of a
year’s trial, in a congregation where many
of the contributors are abscnt for a con-
siderable portion of the time, says:—* On
the whole, the plan of weckly collections is
working better than the old system of sub-
scription papers. There is nothing trans-
cendent in the results, but the congregation.
scem to be satisfied with the new arrange-
ment.” A seventh, who is the pastor ofa
weak and scattered congregation, writes :
“The lavger section of our congrogation
adopted the system of Sabbath contribu.
tions on the 1st of Nov., 1870. For the
year ending Oct. 31st, 1871, it was tolor.
ably suceessful; on the whole, more suc-
cessful than thatof voluntary contributions
previonsly adopted.” An eighth, whose
charge is also weak, reports :—** Our con-
gregation has adopted your most excellent
scheme. We commenced on the fourth
Sabbath of January last. The success has
been very satisfactory. So far, every obli-
gation of the congregation has been met,
and we have every reason to hope for botter
things in fature. It has always beea
cugtomary in this congregation to pay
stipend, &c., &c., at the end of the year,
which was exceedingly unsatisfactory, aven
had the fands been.all on hand when the
payment should have been made, which
was seldom, if ever, the case. It is now
gratifying to find, at the end of our first
guarter’s trial of your acheme, every .obli-
gation amply met, and that, notwithstand-
ing the system’s not coming into operation
with ds till the fourth Sabbath of January.
A npinth, the pastor of a congregation

. which has been practising the syatem for

some five years, affirms that, “as regards
our congregation, the weekly plan is work-
ing well, and better now, I believe, than over

- before. Qur people give fmtbfully and, 1

hope, conscientiously.”
These stetements of the brethren need

. no comment, Mors of a similar chatscter

might have boen -added ; but theso. 1are



